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At a GeAieral Court held at Boston^ May !9ifA, 1680. 

THIS Court baring taken into serious consideration 
the request that hath been presented by seyeral of the 
rererend elders, in the name 9f the late Synod, do approve 
thereof, and accordingly order, The Confession of 
Faith, agreed upon at their second session, and The 
Platform of Discipline, consented unto by the Synodi 
at Cambridge, anno 1648, to be printed for the benefit 
of the churches in present and after times. 

EDWARD RAWSON, Sec'y. 
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THE PREFACE. 

1 HE setting forth of the public confession of 
the faith of churches hath a double end, and botli 
tending to public edification : First, the mainten- 
ance of the faith intire within itself : Secondly, the 
holdijig forth of unity and harmony both amongst 
and with oth^r churches. Our churches here, as, 
by the grace of Christ, we believe and profess the 
same doctrine of the truth of tlie gospel, which gen- 
erally is received in ell the reformed churches of . 
Christ in Europe, so especi^y we desire not to 
vary fromHhe doctrine of faith and truth held forth 
by the churches of our native country. For though 
it be not one native country that can breed us all 
of one mind ; nor ought we to have the glorious 
faith of our Lord Jesus with respect to persons, 
yet as Paul^ who was himself a Jew, professed to 
hold forth the doctrine of justifiipation by&ith, and 
of the resiprection of tlie dpad, according as he 
knew his godlv countrymen did, who were Jews by 
nature, (GfaA 11 15. •^ip^^xxvi. 6. T^so we who are 
by nature Englishmen, do desire to hold forth the 
same doctrine of religion, especially in fundamen- 
tals, which we see and know to be held by the 
churches of England^ according to the trutii of the 
gospel 

The more we discern (that which we do, and 
have cause to do with incessant mourning and 
trembling) the unkind, and unbrotherly, and un- 
christian contention of our godly brethren and 
CQuntrymen in matters of church government, the 
more earnestly , do we desire to see them join to- 
gether in one common faith, ^ivd owx^Own^^ x^^^v 
ihmf For tbk epd, havmg p^ms^^ xJafc ^xi^iitfv 



confession of the feith, amed upon by the reverend 
assembly of divines at Trestminster, and finding the 
sum and substance thereof, in matters of doctriae, 
to express not their own judgment only, but oars 
also ; and being likewise called upon by our godly 
magistrates, do draw up a public confession of that 
faith which is constantly taught, and generally pro- 
fessed amongst us ; we thought good to present 
unto them, and with them to our churches, and 
with them to all the churches of Christ abroad, our 
prcrfessed and hearty assent and attestation to the 
whole confession of faith (for substance of doctrine) 
which the reverend assembly presented to the re- 
ligious and honourable parliament of England : 
excepting only some sections in the 25. 30. and 
31. chapters of their confession, which ooncem 
points of controversy in church discipline ; touch- 
ing which we refer ourselves to the draught of the 
church discipUne in the ensuing treatise. 

The truth of what we here declare may appear 
by the unanimous vote of the Synod of the £lders 
and Messengers of our churches, assembled at 
Cambridge^ the last of the sixth month, 1648, 
which jointly passed in these words : This synod 
having perused and considered, with much giad- 
njss of heart, and thankfulness to God, the con- 
fession of faith, published of late by the reverend 
assembly in England^ do judge it to be very holy, 
orthodox, and judicious in all matters of faith ; 
and do dierefore freely and fully consent there- 
unto, for the substance thereof. Only in those 
things which hare respect to church government, 
and discipline, we refer ourselves to the platform 
of chuisch discipline, agreed upon by this present 
assembly; and do therefore diink it meet, that 
this conhssion of faith should be coTKa\e\A^*\ v^ 



the chuit^hes of Christ amongst us, and to the hon- 
oured court, as woi;^y of their due consideration 
and acceptance. Howbeit, we may not conceal, 
that the doctrine of vocation, expressed in chap. 
X. sect. 1. and summarily repeated in chap. xiii. 
sect. 1. passed not without some debate. Yet con- 
sidering the term of vocation^ and others by which 
itis described, are capable of a large, or more strict 
sense and use, and that it is not intended to bind ap- 
prehensions precisely in point of order or method, 
there hath been a general condescendency thereunto. 
Now by this our professed consent and free 
concurrence with them in all the doctrinals of re- 
ligion, we hope it may appear to the world, that 
as we are a remnant of the people of the same na- 
tion with them, so we are professors of the same 
common faith, and fellow-heirs of the same com- 
mon salvation. Yea moreover, as this our pro- 
fession of the same faith with them, will exempt 
us, even in their judgments, from suspicion, of 
heresy; so, we trust, it may exempt us in the 
like sort firom^ suspicion of schism : that though 
we are forced to dissent from them m matters of 
church-4iscipline, yet pur dissent is not taken up 
out of arrogancy of spirit in ourselves, whom, 
they see, willingly condescend to learn of them, 
neither is it oirried with uncharitable censorious- 
ness towards diem, (both which are the proper and 
essential characters of schism) but in meekness of 
wisdom, as we walk along with them, and follow 
them as they follow Christ ; so where we conceive 
a different apprehension of the mind of Christ ; as 
it falletb out in some few points touching church - 
order, we still reserve due reverence to tliem 
whom we judge to be, tlirough CVav&X^ ^Soe. ^cstv- 
ous lights of both nations, andonVj cxwe.\^aN^>^^^ 

A 2 



in the spirit we are bound, to follow the Lamb 
whithenK)ever he goeth, and, after the apostles ex- 
ample, as we believe, so we spesdc. 

And if the example of such poor outcasts as 
ourselves might prevail, if not widi all (for that 
were too great a blessing to hope for) yet with 
some or omer of our brethren in England^ so &r 
as they are come to mind and speak the same 
thing with such as dissent from tfiem, we hope 
in Christ it would not only moderate the harsh 
jud^ng and condemning of one another in such 
diflei*ences of judgment as may be found in the 
choicest saints ; but also prevent, by the mercy 
of Christ, the peril of the distraction and destruc- 
tion of all the churches in both kingdoms. Oth- 
erwise, if brethren shall go on to bite and devour 
one another, the apostle feared, as we also with 
sadness of heart do, it will tend to the consuming 
of them, and us all, which the Lord prevent. 

We are not ignorant, that besides these asper« 
sions of heresy and schism, other exceptions also 
are taken at our way of church government, but, 
as we conceive, upon as little ground. As, 

1. That by admitting none into the fellowship 
of our church but saints by calling, we rob many 
parish churches of their best members, to make 
up one of our congregaticms, which is not only 
to gather churches out of churches, a thing un- 
beard of in scripture, but also to weaken the hearts 
and hands of the best ministers in the parishes, by 
despoiling them of their best hearers. 

2. That we provide no course for the gaining, 
and calling in of ignorant, and erroneous, and scan- 
dalous persons, whom we refuse to receive into 
our churches, and so exclude from the whoIesoratC 

ivmedy of church discipline. 



3. That in our way we sow seeds of diviskm, 
and hindrance (^edification in every.family ; whilst 
admitting into our chiuches only voluntaries, ^ 
husband will be of one church, the wife of another ; 
the parents of one church, the children of another ; 
the master of one church, the servants of another. 
And so the parents and masters being of diflferent 
churches from their children and servants, they 
cannot take a just account of their profiting by 
what they hear ; yea, by this means the husband, 
parents, and masters shall be chargeable to the 
maintenance of many other churches, and chureh. 
officers, besides their own ; which will prove a 
ch^^ and burthen unsupportable. 

But for answer, as to the first ; for gathering chur- 
ches out of churches, we cannot say that it is a 
thing unheard of in scripture. The first christian 
church was gathered out of the Jewish church, and 
out of many synagogues in that church, and C(hi- 
sisted partly of the Oalileans ; who though they 
kept some communion in some parts of puUic 
worship with the temple, yet neither did they fre- 
quent the sacrifices, nor repair to the sanhedrim 
for the determining of their church causes, but 
kept intire and constant communion with the apos- 
tles' church in all the ordinances of the gospel.. 
And for the first christian church <^ the Gentiles 
at Antiochy it appeareth to have been gathered and 
constituted partly ctfthe dispersed brethren of the 
church at Jertisalem whereof some were men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene^ and partly of the believing^ 
Gentiles. Acts xi. 10, 21. 

If it be said, the first christian church at ./ifrM- 
salewiy and that at Antiochy were gathered not out 
of any christian church, but o£ tYvt lkw\^ \k«n^ 
and s^ag(^wSf wt^eh were ^otiX^ «Stot Vi \» 
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aboli^ed, and their gathering to Antioch Was 
upon occasion of dispersion in time of persecution 
We desire it may be considered, !• That the 
members of the Jewish church were more strong- 
ly and straitly tied by express holy covenant, to 
keep fellowship with the Jewish church till it' was 
abolished, than any members of christian parish 
churches are wont to be tied to keep fellowship 
with their parish churches. The episccqial canons, 
which bind them to attend on their parish church,, 
it is likely, they are now abolished with the episco* 
pacy. The common law of the land is satisfied, 
as we conceive, if they attend upon the worship 
of God in any other church, though not within 
their own- parish. But not like such covenant of 
God, nor any other religious tie liethupon them 
to attend the worship of God in their own parish 
church, as did lie upon the Jews to attend upon^ 
the worship of God in their temple and syna-- 
g)(^es. 

2. Though the Jewish temple church at Jerusalem 
was to be abolished, yet that doth not make the 
desertion of it by the members to be lawful, till, 
it was abolished. Future abolition is no warrant 
for present desertion, unless it be lawful, > in some 
case, whilst the church is yet in present standing,, 
to desert it ; to wit, either for avoiding present 
polutions, or for hope of greater edification, and> 
so for better satisfaction to conscience in either. . 
Future events, or foresight of them do not dissolve 
present relations, else wives, children, servants, 
might desert their husbands, parents, masters,, 
when they be mortally sick. 

3. What the members of the Jewish church did, ■ 
in joining to the church zX Antioch in time of per. 

^eciuion, it laay well be couc^vvt^ \)i[^ m^\s&>tT^ 



ofany christian church may do the like fin* satisfiic- 
tioa of conscience. Peace of oonscienoe b marc de* 
sirable than the peace ofthe outward man; andfree- 
dom from scruples of conscience is more comfortable 
to a sincere heart, than freedom from persecution. 

If it be ssud, those members of the christim 
church at Jentsalem that joined to the church at 
Antiochj removed their habitations together with 
their rdations ; which if the brethren of the con- 
gregational way would do, it would much abate 
the grievsuice of their departure from their pres- 
by terial churches : 

We verily could wish them so to do, as well 
approving the like removal of habitation, in case 
of changing church rebdons, provided that it 
may be done without too much detriment to their 
outward estates, and we for our parts have done 
the same. But to put a necessity of removal of 
liabitation in such a case, it is to foment and 
cherish a corrupt principle of making civil cohab- 
itaticMi, if not a finmal cause, yet at least a proper 
adjunct of church relation, wluch the truth of the 
gospel doth not acknowledge. Now to foment 
an error to the prejudice of me truth of the gospel, 
is not to walk with a right foot, accortUng to the 
truthof the gospel, as JPau/ judgeth, Gal. ii. 1. 

4. We do not think it meet or safe, for a mem- 
ber c^ a presbyterial church forthwidi to desert 
hb rela^n to his church, betake himself to the 
fellowship of a congregational church, though he 
may discern some defect in the estate or govern- 
ment of his own. For, 

1. Faithfrilness of tH*otberIy love in church re- 
lation requireth that the members of the church 
should fin^t convince their brethren oC tfeftvc %V0&L 
delects, and duly wmt for thdt teforrei»6a\v^\*5ss«. 
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ifyey depart from them. For if we must take 
such a course for the healing, of a private brother^ 
in a way of brotherly love, with, much meekness 
and. patience ; how much, more ought we so to 
Widk with like tenderness towards a whole churchy. 

Again, 2. By the hasty departure, of sound 
members from a defective church,, reformation is 
not promoted, but many times retarded, and 
corruption inci^ased. Whereas on the contrary, 
wlule sincere members, breathing after purity of 
reformation,, abide together, they may by the 
blessing of God upon their faithful endeavours^ 
prevail much with their elders atid neighbours 
towards a reformation, it may be so much as that 
their elders in their own church shall receive none 
to the seals but visible saints; and in the classis 
shall put forth no authoritative ace, but cbnsuitaiive 
only, touching the members of other churches, 
not touching, their own, but with the consent, 
silent consent at least, of their own church: 
Which, two things, if diey can obtain with any 
humble, meek, holy, faithful endeavours, we cour 
ceive they might, by the grace of Christ, find lib- 
erty of conscience to^contuuie their rql^tion with 
their own presbyterial church without scrjuple^. 

5. But to add a word^ further, touching the g^, 
thering of churches out of churches : what if there 
were no example of such a thing extant in the 
scripture ? That which we are wont to answer the 
antip£i&do«baptists, may suffice here i it is enough, 
if any evidence thereof may be gathered from just 
consequence of scripture light Dr. Ames^ 
judgment concenung this case passeth, for ought 
we know, without exception, which he gave ip his 
£>urth book of conscience, in answer to two ques* 
tipps cb^p. xjv.num. IS, If any ,swLdV^>v^wiv^^\^ 



^tinjust vexation/or providing for his own edificatioti, 
or in testimony against sin, depart from a church, 
where some evils are tolerated, and join himself 
to another more pure, yet without condemning of 
the church he leaveth, he is not therefore to be 
held as a schismatic, or as guilty of any other sin- 
Where the tripartite disjunction, which the judi- 
cious doctor putteth, declareth the lawfulness of 
the departure of a church member from his church, 
when either through weariness of unjust vexation, 
or in way of provision for his own edification, or 
in testimony against sin, he joineth himself to ano- 
ther congregation more reformed ^ any one of these 
he judgeth a lawful departure, though all of them 
do not concur together. Neither will such a prac- 
tice despoil the best ministeis of the parishes of 
their best hearers. For, 

1. Sometimes the ministers themselves are will- 
ing to join with other better sort of hearers in this 
way of reformation, and then they and their hearers 
continue still their church relation together ; yea, 
^id confirm it more straitiy and stron^y , by an ex- 
press renewed covenant, though the ministers may 
still continue their wonted preaching to the whole 
parish. 

2. If the ministers do dislike the way of those 
whom they otherwise count the members, and so 
refuse to join with them:therein ; yet if those mem- 
bers can procure some other ministers to join with 
them in their owii way, and still continue their 
dwelling together in the same town, they may ea- 
sily order the times of public assembly, as to at- 
tend constandy upon the ministry of their former 
church ; and either after or before the public as- 
sembly of the parish, take an op^pOTtocraX?j \a ^o 
tber together fw the admini&traXioti ^ ^^ ^assc^* 
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ments and censures, and to get church ordinal 
amon^ themselves. The first apostolic chi 
assembled to hear the word with the Jewish chi 
in the open courts of the temple, but afterw; 
gathered together for breaking of bread, and c 
•acts of church order, from house to house. 

3. Suppose presbyterial churchf^s should c 
municate some of their best gifted members 
wards the erecting of another aiurch, it wouU 
forthwidi be their detriment, but may be theu 
largement It is the most noble and perfect v 
of a living creature, both in nature and grace 
propagate and multiply his kind ; and it is 
honoiu* of the feithful spouse of Christ to set 
ward the work of Christ, as well abroad as at h< 
The church in Canu viii. 8. to help forward 
little sister church was willing to part with 
choice materials, even beams of cedar, aiKl ! 

. precioiis living stones as were fit to build a s 
palace. In the same book the church is someti 
compared to a garden, sometimes to an orct 
Cku^. TV. 12, 13. No man planteth a garde 

. orchard, but seeketh to get the choicest herbs 
plants of his neighbours, and they freely irr 
them ; nor do they count it a spoil to their ga 
and orchard, but rather a glory. Nevertne 
we go not so &r, we neither seek nor ask the cl 
members of the parishes, but accept them b 

■ offisred* 

Kit be said, th^ are not o%red by the m 

' tcrs, Tior by the parish churches, who have i 
right in thefti, but only by ourselves ; 

It may justly be demanded, what right or ^ 
power Imve either the ministers or parish ch 
oyer them ? Not by solemn church govemn 

/or that, though it bethefunRvestet\^;a^T»fixv^ 
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owned, btH rejected. If it be their joining with ' 
the parish in calling and election of a minister to 
such a c(»igregation at hk first coming, there id 
indeed Just weight in such an engagement ; nor 
do we judge it ^e for such to remove fix)m such 
a minister, unless it be upon such grounds as may 
jusdy give him due satis&ction. But if the union 
of such members lO a parish church, and to the min- 
istry thereof, be only by co-habitation within the 
precincts cS the parisn, that union, as it was found- 
ed upon human law, so by human law it may 
easily be released. Or otherwise, if a man remove 
his habitation, he removeth also the bond of his 
relation and the ground of oflfence. 

4. It need not be feared that all the best hearers 
of the best ministers, no, nor the most of them 
wiU depart firom them upon point of church gov- 
ernment. Thdse who have found the presence 
and power of the spirit of Christ breathing in their 
ministers, either to their conversion or edification, 
will be slow to change such a minbtry of faith and 
hdmess for the liberty of church order. Upon 
which ground, and sundry other such like there be, 
doubtless sundry godly and judicious hearers in 
■uuiy parishes in England, that do and will refer 
their relation to their ministers, though in a presby- 
terial way above the congregational ccHifederation. 

5. But if all or the most part of the best hearers 
of the best ministers of tlx". parishes should depart 
fixnn them, as preferring in their judgments the 
cmigr^ational way, yet m case the congregation^ 
way should prove to be of Christ it will never grieve 
the holy hearts of godly ministers, that their hearers 
should follow Christ ; yea many of themselves, up* 
on due deliberation^ will be r^y lo ^ ^^ssn^Hit^ 

B 
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Ihem. It never grieved nor troubled /oAit Baptist 
that his disciples departed from him to follow after 
Christ, John iiL But if the congregational way 
should prove to be, not the institution of Christ, as 
we take it, but the invention of men, then doubdess 
the presbyterian form, if it be of God, will swallow 
up the other^ as Moseses rod devoured the rods of 
the Egyptiam. Nor will this put a necessity upon 
both die opposite parties to shifit for themselves, 
and seek to supplant one another, but only it will 
call upon them (Aletheuein En Agape) to seek and 
fcdlow the truth in love, to attend in faithfulness 
each unto his own flock, and to administer to them 
all the holy things of God, and their portion of food 
in due season ; and as for others, quietly to forbear 
them, and yet to mstruct them with meekness, that 
are contrary minded, leaving it to Christ, in the use 
of all good means, to reveal his own truth in his own 
time, and meanwhile endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, PIm. iii. 
15^6. Eph. iv. 3. 

To the second exception, that we take no course 
for the gaining and healmg, and calling in of ignorant 
and erroneous persons, whom we refuse to receive 
into our churches, and so exclude them from the 
remedy of church discipline. 

We conceive the receiving of them into our 
churches, would rather loose and. corrupt our 
churches, than ^in and heal them. A little leaven 
laid in ^ luqip of dough, wUl sooner leaven the 
\yhole lump, than ^ the whole, lump will .sweeten it. 
We fincl it. therefore safer to square rough and un- 
hewn stores before they be laid into the building, 
ratl^er than to hammer an(}. hew' them when they 
lie.uneyeiJy iq the building. , And accordingly two 
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means we use to gain and call in such as are ignou 
^fant and scandalous. 

1 . The public ministry of the wordy upon which 
they are invited by counse), and required oy whole- 
some laws* And the word it is, which is the pow- 
er of God to salvation, to the calling and winning 
of souls. 

2. Private conference, and conviction by the 
elders^ and other able brethren of the church, whom 
they do the more respectfully hearken unto, when 
tliey see no hope of enjoying church fellowship, or 
participation in the sacraments for themselves or 
their cnildren, till they approve their judgments to 
be sound and orthodox, and their lives subdued to 
some hope of a godly conversation. What can 
classical discipline^ or excommunication itself do 
more in this case* 

The third exception wraps up in it a threefold 
domestic inconvenience, and each of them meet 
to be eschewed. 1. Dis-union in families be- 
tween each relation. 2. Disappointment of edifi- 
cation, for want of opportunity in the governors 
of &milies to take account of things heard by their 
children and servants. 3. Disbursements of charge- 
able maintenance to the several churches, where- 
unto the several persons of their femilies are joined. 

All which Inconveniences either do not fall out 
in congregational churches, or are easily redressed ; 
for none are orderly admitted into congregation^ 
churches, but such as are well approved by ^ood 
testimony to be duly observant of femily relation: 
or if any otherwise disposed should creep in, they 
are either orderly healed, or duly removed in a 
way of Christ Nor are they admitted, unless they 
can give some good account oi X\vt\t >«^%&w^\s^ 
orcUmoccs^ before the elders aMSiVsi^^^^ ^^ "^^ 
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churchy and much more to their parents andmaaters. 
Godly tutors in the university can take an accouiHt 
of their pupils ; and godly householders in the city 
take an account of their children and servants^ hem 
they profit by the word they have heard in several 
churches, and that to the greater edification ci the 
whole &niily, by the variety of such administrations. 
Bees may bring more honey and wax into the hive^ 
when they are not limited to one garden of ^werS|- 
but may fly abroad to many. 

Nor is any charge expected from wife, children 
or servants to the maintenance of congregational 
churches, further than they may be furnished with 
personal estates or livings, which may enable them 
to contribute of such tibings as they have, and 
not of such things as they have not. God accept- 
eth not robbery for a sacrifice. And though a godly 
householder may justly take himself bound in con- 
science to contribute to any such church, whu'eto 
his wife, or children, or servants do stand in rela- 
tion, yet that will not aggravate the burthen of his 
chai^ no more than if they were received mem- 
bers of the same church whereto himself b relaled. 
But why do we stand thus long to plead exemp* 
tions from exception ? The Lord help all his &it!i- 
ful servants, whether presbyterial or congregati<mf. 
al, to judge and shame oiu-selves before the Lord, 
for all our former cpmj^nces to greater enormi* 
ties in church government than are to be found 
either in the coi^regational or presbyterial w» ; 
and then surely eidier the Lord will clear up nis 
own will to us, and so frame and subdue us ^|1 to 
one mind and one way, {Ezek. xliii. 10, 11. } or else 
we shall learn to bear one anodier's burthens in a 
sp/n't o/ meekness. It will thetv doubtless be fiu* 
£vm us, so to attest the discipYVne cKCVvt^^xjOk^^ 
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test the dUsciples of Christ : so to contend for the 
seamless ooat of Christy as.to crucify the living mem- 
bers of Christ ; so to divide ourselves about church 
ijommunion, as through breaches to open a wide 
gap for a deluge of anti-christian and profane ma- 
hg^i^ to swalbw up both church and civil state. 

Wnat shall we sa^ more ? Is difference of church 
order become the inlet of all the disorders in the 
kingdom? Hath the Lord indeed left us to such 
hardness of heart, that the church government 
shall become a snare to Zion^ as sometimes Moses 
was to Egt/ptf,Ei7iod. xx. 7, that we cannot leave 
contesting. and contendii^ about it, till the king- 
dom be destroyed? Did not the Lord Jesus, when 
he dedicated'his suiferingsfor his church, and his 
also unto hb Father^* make it his earnest and only 
prayer for us in this world, that v/e all might be one 
m nimyJohni.yiL 20, 21, 22, 23^ And is it possi« 
fale that he, whom the Father beard always, John 
xi. 42, should not have this l^t most solemn 
prayer heard and granted ? Or shall it be granted 
for all the. saints elsewhere and not for the saints 
in England^, so. that amongst them dis-union shall. 
grow even about church union and communion ? 
lif it be possible for a litde &ith^ so much as a grain 
of mustard seed, to remove a mountain, is it not 
possible for so much strength of faith as it is, to be 
found in all the godly kingdoms, to remove those 
images of jealousy, and ^ to cast those stumbling- 
blocks out of the way, which may hinder the free 
passage of brotherly love amongst brethren ? It is 
true indeed, the national covenant doth justly en- 
gage both parties feithfully to endeavour the utter 
extirpaticMi of the anUchristian hierarchy; and 
much more of all blasphemies^V^x^^v^^sA^xt^^^. 

B 2 
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Certainl7f if congregational discipline be indepen*- 
dent, fitun the inventions of men, is it not much matt 
independent from the delusions of Satan f What 
feUowship hath Christ with Belial? light with 
darkness ? truth with error ? The faithfiil Jews 
needed not the help of the Samaritans to re-*edify' 
the temple of God ; yea, they rejected their help 
when it was o&red, JEzra ivj 1, 2, 3. And if die 
congregational way be a way of truth, as we be- 
lieve, and if the brethren that walk m it be zealous 
of the truth and hate every false way, as by the 
rule of their holy discipline they are instructedi 
then verily there is no branch in the ha- 
national covenant, that engageth the covenanters 
to abhor either the congregational churches, or 
their way: which being duly administered, do no 
lessreflfectually extirpate the antichris&m hiermichy, 
and all blasphemies, heresies, and pemicfous errors, 
dian the other way of discipline doth, which b more 
generally and publickly received and ratified. 

, But Ae Lord Jesus conunune with all our hearts 
in secret, and he who b the kin^ of hi^ church, let 
him bejdeased to exercise his kmgly power in our 

r' 'ts, that so his kingdom may come into our 
ches in purity and peace. Amen. 

END OF THB PRBFACt. 
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CHAP. I. 

Of the form of church goverttment ; and that it h 
MCy immutable J and prescribed in the tbofld^ 

£CCL£SIASTICAL polity, or church i;ovem. 
meiit or discipline, b nothing else but that form 
and order that is to be cd)served in the cfanrcb 
of Christ upon earth, both for the constitutioii 
of it, and all the administrations that therein: are 
to be perfiormed Mzek. xliiL 11. CM. ii. 5« 
1 Tim* iii. 15^ . ^ 

2. Church goverameBt is considered in a. double 
respect, either in regard of the . psffts of govern* 
ment themselves, or iiecessaiy circumstances there- 
of The psyrts of government are prescribed kk 
the word^ because £e Lord Jesus Christ, Ae kinjgf 
and lawgiver ^ his chitfch, is no less fiiithfel m 
the house of God than was Moses, who from the 
Lord delivered a ibrm and pattern of govon- 
ment to Uie ehfldren of Israel in the Old Testa^ 
ment; and the hotjr scriptures uie now also sa 
perfeet, as they are. able to make the man of Grod 
perfect and thoroughly furnished unto every good 
work ;i and therefore doubtless to^ the well ^det^ 
ing of the house ctf God. Heb. iii. 5, & EqcoA 
xxv. 4a 2 Ttm. iiL 16. 

3. The parts of church govemnvei^ 'wc^ ^ ^^ 
ibem exactly described in the v^otA oS Gi«A^\^^sn% 
parts or means of insUtuted Y*ore\3av^ ^kkskSw 
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to the second commandment, and therefore to con 
tinue one and the same unto the appearmg of ou 
Lord Jesus Christ, as a kingdom that cannot b 
shaken, until he shall deliver it up unto God 
even to the Father. ... So that it is not left in tb 
power of men, oflGicers, churches, or any state ii 
the world to add or diminish, or alter any thiii| 
in the least measure therein. 1 Tim. iiL 15. j 
Chron. xv. 13. Exod. xx. 4. 1 Tim. vi. 13, 16 
Heb. xii. 27, 28. 1 Cor. xv. 24. Deut. xii. 32. 
4. The necessary circumstances, as time anc 
place, &c. belonging unto order and decency, an 
not so left unto men, as that under pretence of tihen 
diey may thrust their own inventions upon di< 
churches, being circumscribed in the , w(»d witi 
mlany general limitations, where they are deter 
mined in respect of the matter, to be neither wor 
ship itself, nor circumstances separable from wor 
8hip» In respect of their end, they must be don< 
unto edification. la respect of the manner, de 
cendy and in order, according to the nature of tb 
things themselves, and civil and <:hurch custom 
Doth not even nature itself teach you ? Yea 
tfaey are in some sort determined particularly 
namefyv that they be done in such a naanner, as, al 
circumstances considered, is mo^ expedient ton 
edification, r so as if there be no- error of mai 
concerning their determination, the determining 
ef them is to be accounted as if it were divine 
Ezek. xliii. 8. 1 Kings i;!n, 31, 32, 33. i-Kingi 
xii. Edcod. xx. 19. Isa. xxvui.l3. Col. i. 22^ 23. 
Acts XV. 28. Mat. xv. 9. 1 Cor^ ^xL 28. and viii. 
34. L Ciur. xiv. 26 and xiv. 40. and xL 14^ 16< 
and 3dY« 12|.|9. 4cU xv. 28.. 
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CHAP. II. 



Of the nature of the catholic church in general^ arid 
in spenial of a particular visible churc. 

X HE catholic church is the whole company of 
those that are elected, redeemed, and in time ef- 
fectually called from the state of sin and death, 
unto a state of grace and salvation in Jesus Christi 
Eph. i. 29, 23, and v. 35, 26, 30. 

2. This church is either triumphant or mili- 
tant ; triumphant, the number of them who are 
glorified in heaven; nliUtant, the number of 
them who are conflicting with their enemies ilpoti 
eardi. Heb. xii. 23. Rom. viii. 17. 2 Ttm. ii. 12. 
and 4. 8. Eph. vi. 12, 13. 

3. This militant church is to be considered as 
invinble and visible. Invisible^ in respect of 
their relation wherein they stand to Christ, as a 
body unto the head, being united unto him by 
the spirit of Ood, and raith in their hearts. 
Vbible, in respect of the profession of their &iih, , 
in their persons and in particular churches. And 
so there may be acknowlec^d an Universal viisibic 
church. 2 Tim. ii. 19. Sev.n. 17. 1 Cor. vi, ' 
17- Eph. iii. 17. Rom. i. 8. 1 Thess. i. 8. Isa. 
ii 2. 1 Tim. vi. 12. 

4. The members of the visible militant church 
considered either as not yet in church order, or 
walking according to the church order of the gos- 
pel. In order, and so besides the spiritual utuon 
and cotnmifnicm common to believers, they enjoy 
moreover an union and cbmmunion ecclesiasticdU 
political. So we deny an utuveT^'NYs&^OwxtiSou 
^cu xix. 1. Coins. Mat. xvut. \i V \ Cw .^t 
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5. The state of the members of the militant 
visible church walking ui order, was either before 
the law, economical that is in families ; or un- 
der the, law national ; or since the coming ol Christ, 
only congregational. The term independent we 
approve not. Therefore neither national, provinci^ 
nor classical. Gen. x\iiu 19. Exod. xix. 6. 

6. A congregational church is by the institu- 
tion of Christ a part of the militant visible churchy 
consisting of a company of saints by calling, uni* 
ted into one body by an holy covenant, for the 
public worship of God, and the mutual edifica- 
tion one of another, in the fellowship of the Lord 
Jesus. 1 Cor. xiv. 23, 36« and i. 2. and xii. 27. 
Exod. xix. 5. d.Deut. xxix.. 1. and 9 to 15. jlcts* 
u* 42. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 



CHAP^ IIL 

Of the matter of the visible ehurch^ both in respect 

of quality and quantitt/. 

1 HE matter of a visible church are saints by 
calling. 1. Cor. i. 2^Eph. L 1. 

2. By saints we understand, 1. such as hav6 
not only attained the knowledge of the principles 
of reUgion, and are frce fit)m gross and ojien 
scandals, .but also da together with the profession 
of thek £dth and repentance, walk in blameless 
obedience to the word, so that in charitable dis- 
cretio^i they may be accounted ssdnts by caUingi 
though perhaps some or more of them be unsound 
and nvpocrites inwardly, because the members 
of 5uch particular churcnes are commonly by the 
Holy Cbost called siamta acvd 4»&S»Jl Xk^^^ 
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n Christ ; and sundry churches have been reprov- 
ed for receiving and suflfering such persons to con- 
tinue in feUowship amongst them, as have been 
>£fensive and scandalous ; the name of God also 
yy this means is blasphemed, and the holy things 
:^ God defiled and profaned, the hearts of die 
^odly grieved, and the wicked themselves hard- 
ened and helped forward to damnation. The 
example of such doth endanger the sanctity of 
Dthers ^ a litde leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

2. The children of such, who are also holy. Heb. 
vi. 1. 1 Cor. i. 5. Rom. vi. 17. 1 Cor. i. 2. PhiL 
L 2. Col. i. 2. Eph. l 1. 1 Cor. v. 12, 13. 
Rev. ii. 14, 15, 20. Ezek. xliv. 7, 9. and xxiiL 38, 
39. Num. xvi. 20. Hag. ii. 13. 14. 1 Cor. xi. 27. 
29. Psal. xxxvii. ,21. 1 Cor. v- 6. 2 Cor^ wtl 14. 

3. The members of churches, diough orderly 
constituted, may in time -.degenerate and grow 
corrupt and scandalous* which thou^ they ought 
not to be tolerated in the church, y^t their con- 
tinuance therein^ through the defect of the ex- 
ecution of discipline and just censures, doth not 
immediately dissolve the being of a church, as 
appears in the church of Israel^ and the churches 
(^Galatia and Corinth, Pergamus and Thyatynu 
Jjcr. iL 2L 1 Cor. v. 12« Jer. ii. 4. GaL v. 4. 2 
Cor. xii. 21. Rev. ii. 14, 15. and xx.21. 

4. The matter of the church in rcbpect of its. 
({uantiiy^ ought not to be of greater number than 
may ordinarily meet together conveniently in 
one place ; nor, ordinarily fewer, than may con* 
veiiiently cany on church work« Hence when 
the holy, scripture makes mention of the saints 
combined into a church estate, in a town or ci^ 
ivfaere was.but one congregatlonvit \is>x^V^ caSL- 
^ thqse saints (the church) mtbe ^vnigo^ ^dk»s^- 
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^ber; as, the church of the Thessalonians, the 
church of Smyrna, Philadelphia, and the like; but 
when it speaketh of the saints in a nation or prov- 
ince, wherein there \vere sundry congregations, 
it frequently and usually calleth them by the 
name of churches, in the plural number, as the 
churches of Asia^ Galatia^ Macedoniuj and the 
like ; which is further confirmed by what is writ* 
ten of sundry of those churches in particular, how 
they were assembled and met together, the whole 
<:hurch in one place, as the church at Jerusalem^ 
the church at Antioch^ the church at Corinth^ and 
Cenchreoy though ii were more near to Corinth^ it 
being the poit thereof, and answerable to a vil- 
lage^ yet being a distinct congregation from Co- 
rinth^ it had a church of its o\vn, as well as Co- 
rinth had. 1 Cor. xiv, 21. Mat. xviii. 17. RQm* 
xvi« 1. 1 Thess. i. 1. Reu^ ii. 8. and iii. 7. 1 C^or* 
xvi. 1, 19. Gal i. 2. 2 (V. viii. I. 1 The9$. 
li. 14. AcU ii. 46. and v. 12, and vi. 2. and xiv. 
27. and xv. 3& 1. 5. 4 and xiv. 23. Bom. 
xvL 1. 

5. Nor. can it with reason bethought but that 
eveiy church appointed and ordained by Chrint, 
iiad a ministry ordpned and appointed for the 
same ; and yet plain iVis. that there were no ordi- 
nary cheers appointed by Christ for any other 
than congregational churches ; elders being ap- 
pointed to feed> not all 6ocks, but the particu- 
lar flock of God over whicli the Holy Ghost hud 
made them overseers, and that flock they must at- 
tend, even the whole flock ; and one congregation 
being as much as any ordinary elder can attend, 
therefore there is no greater church than a con- 
£7Teg:sidoni which may ordinarily meet in one fixtf 
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CHAP. IV. 



Of the form of a visible church, and of church . 

covenant. 

O AINTS by calling must have a visible politicat 
union among themselves, or else they are not yet 
a particular church, as those similitudes hold 
f onh, which the scripture makes use of to shew 
the nature of particular churches, as a body, a build- 
ing, house, hmnds, eyes, feet, and other members 
must be united, or else (remaining separate) are 
not a body. Stone, timber, though squared, hewn 
and polished, are not a house, until they are com. 
pacted and united \ so saints or believers in judg- 
ment of charity are not a church, unless orderly 
knit together. 1 Cor. xii. 27. 1 Tim. iil. 15^ 
Eph. ii. 22. 1 Cor. xii. 15, 16, 17- Rev. L 

2. Particular churches cannot be distinguished 
one from another, but by their forms : Ephesus is 
not Smyrna, nor Pergamus^ Thyatira^ but each one 
a (fistinct society of itself, having officers of their 
own, which had not the charge of others ; virtues of 
their own, for which others are not praised ; corrup- 
tions of their o%vn, for which others are not blamed. 

3. This form is a visible covenant, agreement, 
or consent, whereby they give up themselves unto 
the Lord, to the observing of the ordinances of 
Christ together in the same society, which is usual- 
ly called the church covenant; For we see not 
^otherwise how members can have church po>ver 
one over another mutually. The comparing of 
each particular church to a city, and unto a spouse, 
seemeth to conclude not only a fonci^>3v>\. ^iciax \^tox 

is by way of covenant The x;o\«\^sv\.^ ^ia.^^n^'^ 

c 
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that which made the family of Abraham, and chiU 
dren of Israel to be a church and people unto God, 
so it is that which now makes the several societies 
of Gtmih believers to be churches in these day& 
Exod. xix. 5, 8. DeuU zxix. 12, IS. Zech. xL 14. 
and ix, W.Eph. ii. 19« 2Cor. xii. 2. Gen. xvii. 7* 
Deut. xxix. 12, 13. Epk. ii. 12, 18. 

4. This voluntary agreement, consent or cove* 
nant, (for aU these are taken here for the same) 
although the more express and plain ic is, the more 
fully it puts us in mind of our mutual duty, and 
stirreth us up to it, and kavetb less room for the 
questioning the truth of the church estate of a 
company of professors, and the truth of member- 
ship of particular persons; yet we conceive the 
substance of it is kept, where there is a real agrees 
ment and consent of a company of faithful persons 
to meet constantly together in one congregation, 
for the puUic worship of God, and their mutual 
edification ; which real agreement and consent they 
do express by their constant practice in coming 
together fbr the public warship of God, and by 
their religious subjection to the ordinsmces of God 
there; th^ rather if we consider how scripture 
covenants have been entered into not only expressly 
by word of mouth, but by sacrifice, by hwd writing 
aiid seal, and also sometimes by silmt tonsent, 
without any writing or expres^on of words at alL 
Ex^ xix. 5. and xx. 8. and 24. S, 17. Josh. 
xxiv. 18, 24. PmL L S. Nek ix. 3, 8, and 
10. Gmi^ i. 17« Deut xxix. 

5. This form being by mutual covenant, k' 

fblloweth^ it is not faith in the hesot, nor the 

profesfidon of th^ faith, nor cohabitation, nor 

baptism. 1, Not faith in the heart, because that 

/^ invisible. 2. Not u bare piofe^^kwis \»J58»afe 



37 

that4leclareth them no more to be the members of 
one churdi than another. 3. Not cohabitation ; 
adieists or infidels may dwell U^ther with belier- 
ers. 4. Not baptism, because it pre-supposeth a 
church estate, as circumcision in the old testament, 
which gave no being to the church, the church be- 
ing before it, and in the wiideniess \vithoat it. 
Seals pre-suppose a covenant already in being. 
One person is a complete subject of baptism, but 
one person is uncapable of being a church. 

6. All believers ought, as God giveth them 
opportunity thereunto, to endeavour to join them- 
selves unto a particular church, aitd tnat in re- 
q)ect of the honour of Jesus Christ, in his exam- 
ine and institution, by the (X'ofesaed acknowledge- 
ment of, and subjection unto the order and ordi- 
oances of the gospel ; as also in respect of their 
good of communiony founded upon their visible 
union, and contained in the promises of Chrbt's 
q)ecial presence in the church ; whence they have 
fellowship with him, and in him one with another ; 
also, for the keeping of them in the way of God's 
commandments, and recovering of them in case of 
wandering, which all Christ's fi£eep arc subject to 
in this life, beii^ unable to return themselves ; 
together with the benefit of their mutual edifica- 
tion, and of their posterity, that they may not be 
cut off from the privilms of the covenant. Oth- 
erwisC) if a believer o&nds, he remains destitute 
of the remedy provided in that behalf. And should 
idl believers neglect this duty of jcuning, to all par- 
ticular con^gations, it mi^ht follow thereupon, 
^tChrist should have no visible political cliurchu 
upon earth. Jets ii. S24, and i;c. 26. Mat. ni. 
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13, 14, 15, and 28, 29, 30. Psal. cxxiii. 2, S. and 
Ixxxvii.-?. Mat. xviii. 20. 1 John i. 3. PsaL cxix. 
176. 1 Pet ii. 25. J?/»A. iv, 16. /oA. xxii. 24, 25. 
Mat. xviiL 15, 16, 17. 



CHAP. V. 

Of the first subject of church power ; or^ to whom 
church power dothjirst belong. 

j| HE first subject of church power is either 
supreme or subordinate and ministerial ; the su- 

Ereme, by way of gift from the Father, is the 
lOrd Jesus Christ : The ministerial is either ex* 
traordinary as the apostles, prophets and evan- 
gelists ; or ordinary, as every particular congre- 
gational church. Mat. xviii. 18. Rev. m. 7. 
Isa. ix. 6. John xx. 21, 23. 1 Cor. xiv. 32. Tit. 
L 5. 1 Cor. V. 12. 

2. Ordinary church power, is either the power 
of office, that is, such as is proper to the elderslup, 
or power of privilege, such as belongs to the bro- 
therhood. The latter is in the brethren formally, 
and immediately from Christ, that is, so as it may 
be acted or exercised immediately by themselves ; 
the former b not in them formally or immediately, 
and therefore cannot be acted or exercised imme- 
diately by them, but is said to be in them, in 
that they design the persons unto office, who on- 
ly are to act, or to exercise this power. R<mk. 
xii. 4, 8. Acts i. 2, 3. and vi, 3^ 4. and xiv. 23. 
I Cor. X. 29, 30. 
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CHAP. VI. 

art 

Qfthe ^^ffictrs ^the churchy and espeeiaUy ^/d^- 

tars and teachers. 

A, CHURCH being a company of people com- 
bined together by covenant for the worship of God» 
it appeaireth thereby^ there may be the essence 
and being of a church without any officers, see- 
ing there is both the form and matter of a church ; 
which is implied when it is said, die apostles or- 
dained elders in eveiy church, Acts xiv. 23. 

2. Nevertheless, though officers be not absolute- 
ly necessary to the simple being of churches, when 
mey be called, yet ordinarily to their calling they 
are, and to their weH being, and therefore tlie 
Lord Jesus, out of his tender compassion, hath ap- 
pointed and ordained officers, which he would not 
have done, if they had not been useful and need- 
fill for the church ; yea, being ascended into heav- 
en, he received ^s for men, and gave gifts to 
men, fidiereof officers for the church are justly aCr 
counted no small parts, they being to continue to 
die end of the world, and for the perfecting of all 
the saints. Rom. x. 17. Jer. iii. 15. 1 Cor. xii. 
28. Eph. iv. 11. Psal. Ixviii. 18. Eph. iv. 8, 11. 
and iv. 12, 13. 

5. These officers W^e either extraordinary or 
ordinaiy : extraordinary^ as aposdes, prc^hets, 
evangelists ; ordinary, sb elders and deacons. 
The aposdes, propMts, and evangelists as they 
were cdled extreordinarily by Christ, so their office 
ended with diemselves ; whence it is that Pond 
directing Timotky how to carry Aacv^tS^sst^^- 
nuaiatnikfmsj giveth no ^faw^wi AiooX ^tefc ^»^ 

C3 
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or course of apostles, prophets, or evangelists, but 
only of elders and deacons ; and when Paul was 
^o take his last leave of the church of EphesuSy he 
committed the care of feeding the church to no 
other but unto the elders of that church. The 
like charge doth Peter commit to the elders. 1 Cor. 
xii. 18. £ph. iv. 11. Acts, wni 6^16, 19.and.xi. 
28. Itom. xi. 13. 1 Cor. iv. 9. 1 Tim. iii. 1, 2, 8 to 
13. Ttt. i. 8. Jets XX. 17, 28. 1 Pet. v. 1, 2, 3. 

4. Of elders, who are also in scripture called 
bishops, some attend chiefly to the ministry of the 
word, as the pastors and teachers ; others attend 
especially unto rule, who are therefore called rul- 
ing elders, 1 Tim. ii. 3. Phil. i. 1. Actsxx. 17. 
28. 1 Tim. V.7. 

5. The office of pastor and teacher, appears to 
be distinct. The pastor's special work is to attend 
to exhortation, and therein to administer a word of 
wisdom ; the teacher is to attend to doctrine, and 
therein to adnunister a word of knowledge ; aqd 
cither of them to administer the seals of that coye-^ 
i^nt, unto the dispensation whereof they are • alike 
called ; as also to execute the censures, being but 
a kind of application of the word : The preaching 
of which, together with the application thereof 
they are alike charged withal. Eph. iv. 11. Bom. 
xii. 7, 8. 1 Cor. xii. 8. 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. Titus 
i. 9. 

6. And forasmuch as bpth pastors and teachers 
are given by Christ for the perfecting of the saints, 
and edifying of his body ; whicli saints and body 
of Christ is liis church : And therefore we account 
pastors and teachers to be both of them church 
officers^ and not the pastor for the church, and the 
teacher only for the schools : Though this we glad- 

^ Hcinowkdge, that schooU ar^ \:^^\s?«d^ 
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fitable, and necessary for the training up of such iu 
good literature or learning, as may afterwards be 
called forth unto office of pastor or teacher in the 
church. Eph. iv. 11, 12. and i. 22, 23. 1 Sam. 
X. 12, 19, 20. 2 Kings ii. 3, 15. 



CHAP. VIL 

Of ruling elders and deacons. 

X HE ruling elder's office is distinct from, the 
office of pastor and teacher. The ruling elders 
are not so called, to exclude the pastors and teach- 
ers from ruling, because ruling and governing is 
common to these with the other, whereas attend- 
ing to teach and preach the word is peculiar mito 
the former. Rom. xii. 7, 8, 9. 1 Tim. v. 17. 1 
Car. xii. 28. Heb. iii. 17. 1 77m. v. 17. 

2. The ruling elder's work is to join with the 
pastor and teacher in those acts of spiritual rule, 
which are distinct from the ministry of the word 
and sacraments committed to them. Of which 
sort these be as fdloweth : 1. To open and shut 
the doors of God's house, by the admission of 
members approved by the church ^ by ordination 
of officers chosen by the church, and by excom- 
munication of notorious and obstinate offenders 
renounced by the church, and by restoring of pen- 
itents forgiven by the cliurch. 2. To call the 
church tc^ther when there is occasion, and sea- 
sonably to dismiss them again. 3. To prepare 
matters in private, that in public they may be 
carried to an end with less trouble, and more 
speedy disp^ch. 4. To modet^tit \Vi^ csax\»^ ^ 
dlnjl^tters in th? church assciD3E>\^^\ ^i >^ 
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pound matters to the diurch, to order the season 
of ^leech and sUence, and to pronounce sentence 
according to the mind of Christ, Vfith the consent 
of the church. S. To be guides and leaders to 
the church, in aU matters whatsoever pertaink^ to 
church administrations and actions. 6. To see 
that none in the church live inordinately, out of 
rank and place, without a calling, or idly in their 
calling. 7. To prevent and heal such offences 
in life or in doctrine, as mi^t corrupt the chuix:h. 
8. To feed the flock of God with a word of ad- 
monition. 9. And as they sliall be sei^ for, to 
visit and pray over the sick brethren. 10. And at 
other times as opportunity shall serve diereunto. 
1 Tim. V. 17. 2 Chron. xxiii. 19. Bev. xxi. 21. 

1 7Ym. iv. 14. Ma*, xxviii. 17. 2 Car. ii. 7, 8. 
Acts xxi. 18, 22, 23. and vi. 2, 3. and stiii. IS. 

2 Cor. viii. 19. Bei^. xiii. 7, 17.. 2 Thess. ii. 10, 
11, 12. Am XX. 28, 32. 1 TAess. v. 12. James 
r. 14. Acts XX. 20. 

3. The office of a deacon is instituted in the 
church W the Lord Jesus ; sometimes they are 
called helps. The scripture telleth us how ihicf 
should be qualified^ ^^ Grace, not double tonguea, 
not given to much wine, not given to filthy lucre. •* 
They must first be proved, and then use the office 
of a deacon, being found blameless. The office 
and wiH'k c^a deacon, is to receive the offerings of 
the church, gifts given to the church, and to keep 
the treasury of the church, and therewith to serve 
the tables which the churqh is to provide for ; as 
the Lord's table, the table ofthe ministers, and of 
such as are in necessity, to whom they are to dis* 
tribute in simplicity. Acts vi. 3. Phil. i. I. 
iTbf. iff. 8. 1 Cor. xii. 28. 1 Tlfitt, iii« 8, 9. Acti 
ir. 35. aod vL 2^ 3* Mom. 12% 9« 
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4. The office therefore being limited unto the 
:are of the temporal good things of the church, it 
extends not to the attendance upon, and adminis- 
Tation of the spiritual things thereof, as the tvord 
ind sacraments, or the like. 1 Cor. vii. 17. 

5. The ordinance of the apostle, and practice 
of the church, commends the Lord's day as a fit 
Lime for the contribution of tlie saints. 1. Ckfr. 
svi. 1, 2, 3. 

6. The instituting of all these officers in the 
church, is the wwk of God himself, of the Lord 
lesus Christ, of the Holy Ghost ; and therefore 
such officers as he hath not appointed are altoge- 
ther unlawful either to be placed in the church, 
or to be retained therein, and are to be looked at 
as human creatures, mero inventions, and ap- 
pointments of man, to the great dishonour of Christ 
Jesus the Lord of his house, the king of his church, 
whether popes, patriarchs, cardinals, arch-bishops, 
lord-bishops, arch-deacons, officials, commissaries, 
uid the like. These and the rest of that hierarchy 
and retinue, not being plants of the Lord's plant- 
ing« shall all be certainly rooted out and cast forth. 
1 Cor. xii. 28- Eph. iv. 8, 11. Acts xx. 28. 
Mat. XV. 13. 

7. The Lord hath appointed ancient widows^ 
where they may be had, to minister in the church, 
in giving attendance to die sick, and to give suc- 
cour unto them, and others in the like necessities* 
1 Jhn. V. 9, 10. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



Of the election of church officers. 



No 



man may take the honour of a diurch offi- 
cer unto himself, but he that is called of God, ' as 
was Aaron, Heb. v. 4. 

2. Calling unto office is either immediate, by 
Christ himself, such was the call of the apostles 
and prophets, this manner of calling ended \nth 
them as hath been said : or mediate, by tiie 
church. Gal. L 1. , Acts xiv. 23. andvl 3. 

3. It is meet that before any be ordained^ <tf 
chosen officers, they should be first tried and pioved, 
because hands are not suddenly to be laid upon 
any, and both elders dnd deacons must be of hon- 
est and good report. 1 Tim. v. 22, and vii. 1(X 
Acts xvi. 2. and vi. 3. 

4. The things in resqpect of which they are to 
be tried, are those gifts and virtues which the scrip- 
ture requireth in men that are to be elected into 
such places, viz. that elders must be blameless, 
sober, apt to teach, and endued mth such other 
qualifications as are laid down. 1 Tim. iii. 2. 7Sr 
i. 6 to 9. Deacons to be fitted as is directed, 
Acts vi. 3. 1. Tim. iii. 8 to 11, 

5. Officers are to be called by such churcbes 
whereunto they are to minister. Of such moment 
is the preservation of this power, that the churches 
exercised it in the presence of the aposdes. Acts 
xiv. 23. and i. 23, and vi. 3, 4, 5. 

6. A church being free, cannot become subject ^ 
to any, but by a free election ; yet when such a 

people do choose any to be over them in the Lord, 
then do they become subject, 2svQk xctfs^ nri^accii^ ^ 
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submit to their ministry in the Lordf whom they 
have so chosen, Gal. v. 3. Jieb. xiiL 17. 

7. And if the church have power to choose their 
officers and ministers, then in case of manifest ua- 
wortMness and delinquency, they have power also 
to depose them : for to open and shut, to choose and 
refuse, to constitute in office and remove from of- 
fice, are acts belonging to the same power. Bom* 
xri. 17* 

8. We juc^ it much conducing to the well be- 
ing and communion of churches, that where it may 
ccMiveniently be done> neighbour churches be ad- 
vised withal, and their help be made use of in the 
trial of church officers, in order to their choice^ 
Ccnit* viiL, 8, 9. 

9. The choice of such church officers belongeth 
not to the civil magistrates^ as such, or diocesan 
bishops, or patrons ; for of these, or any such like, 
the scripture is wholly silent, as having at^ powtr 
dicrein. 



CHAP. IX. 
QT ordination and imposition of hands. 

VfHLURCH oficcrs are not omiy to be chosen 
by the church, but also to be ordained by im- 
positioo of hands and prayer, with which at the or-^ 
dinauoBof elders, &sting also IS to be joined, .4cts 
xiu. 3. and xiv. 23. 1 Tim. v. 23. 

2. This ordination we account notMng else but 
the solema putting a man into his place and ofike 
in the churdh^ viiiereunto he had right before by 
cAectissi ; being like the installing of a vaa^v&tr^ 
in Ac commonwealth. Ordk^iioTi. iSdiks^^ux^ v^ 
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not to go before but to follow election. The es- 
sence and substance of the outward calling of an 
ordinary officer in the church, doth not consist in 
his ordination, but in his voluntary and free elec*- 
tion by the church, and his accepting of that elec- 
tion ; whereupon is founded that relation between 
pastor and flock, between such a minister and such 
a people. Ordination doth not constitute an offi- 
cer, nor give him the essentials of his office. The 
apostles were elders without imposition of hands 
by men ; Paul and Barnabas w<;re officers before 
that imposition of hsuids, jicts xiii« 3. The pos- 
terity of Levi were priests and levites, before hands 
were laid on them by the children of Israel, Numb. 
viii. 10. Acts vi. 5, 6. and xiii. 2, 3., and xiv.23. 
1 Tim. iv. 14. 1 Tim. v. 22. 

3. In such churches where there are elders, im- 
position of hands in ordination, is to be performed 
by those elders. 

4. In such churches where there are no elders, 
imposition of hands may be performed by some of 
the brethren orderly chosen by the church there- . 
unto. For if the people may elect officers, which 
is the ^reater^ and wherein the substance of the of- 
fice doth consist, they may much more, occasion 
and need so requiring, impose hands in ordinatioD, 
which is less, and but the accomplishment of tht 
other. Numb, viii; 10. 

5. Nevertheless, in such churches where there 
are no elders, and the church so desire, we see not 
why imposition of hands may not be performed by 
the ' elders- of other churches. Ordinary officers 
laid hands Upon ' the officers of many churches : 
The presbytery at Ephesus\«A hands upon Timo- 
fAy, an evangelist ; the presbyterj' at Antioch laid 
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aMidsupaaPatt/and JSanwAitt, 1 Tim. iv. 14 •Acts 

KUl. 3. 

6. Church officers are officers to one church, 
even that particular diurch over wtuch the Hoty^ 
Gliost hath made them overseers. Insomuch as 
elders are commanded to feed» not all flocks^ but 
that flock which is coHunitted to their fidth and 
trust, and dependedt upon them. Nor can con- 
stant residence at one congregation be necessarjr 
for a minister, no, nor yet lawful, if he be not a 
minister to one congregadon only, but to the 
church universal ; beoiuse he may not attend one 
part only of the church to which he is a minister, 
but he is called to attend unto all the flock. 1 Pei. 
V. 2. Acts XX. 28. 

7. He that is ctetrly loosed from his office re- 
lation unto that church whereof he was a minister, 
cannot be looked at as an officer, nor perform any 
act of office in any other church, unless he be agun 
orderly called unto office ; wluch when it shall be; 
we know nothii^ to hinder, but imposition of hands 
also in his ordination ought to be used towards him 
again. For so PiOti/ the apostle received imposi- 
tion of hands twice at least from Annamasj Acts ix. 
17. and xiit. SL 



CHAP. X. 

Ofthepcfwer qf the churtJi and its presbjftery. 

Supreme^ and lordly power over ail die 
churches upon the earth dotfa only belong unto 
Jesus Christ, who is king of the church, and the 
head thereof. . He hath the governxoKsiSL \ssMsci\»& 
Aauldsrs, and Ibath aU|K)iwex ^vtA toVsacixyi^^E^ 
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lieaven and earth, PsaL ii. 6.' Eph. 1.^21,22* Istu 
ix. 6. Mat. xxviiL 18. 

3. A company of profiessed believers ecclesias- 
ticaUy confisderate, as they are a church, before 
they have officer8» and without them ; so even in 
that estate, subordinate church power, under Christ, 
delegated to them hy him, doth belong to them in 
such a manner as is before expressed, Chap. 5. 
sect. 2. and as flowii^ from the very nature and es- 
sence of a church : It being natural to all bodies^ 
and so unto a church body, to be furnished with 
sufficient power for its own preservation and sub- 
sistence. Acts i. 23. and xiv. 23 and vi. 3, 4. 
jbb/. xviii. 17. 1 Cor. V. 4, 5. 

3. This government of the church is a mixt 
government, and so hath been acknowledged long 
before the term of independency was heard c^ 
in respect of Christ, the head and King jc£ die 
churcl^v and the sovereign power residing in him, 
and exercised by him, it is a monarchy ^ in re- 
spect of the body or brotherhood of the church, 
and power from Christ granted unto them , it re- 
sembtes a democracy ; in respect of the presbytery, 
and power committed \mto them, it is an aristocnir 
cy. jRev. iii. 7. 1 Cor. v, 12. 1 Tim. r. 27. 

4. The sovereign power which is peculiar unto 
Christ is exercised. I . "In calling the church out 
of the world untp jioly: fello)vship with himself. 
52. In instituting the ordinances of his worslup, 
and appointing his ministers and offico^ for tqe 
dispensing of them. 3. In giving laws for d^ 
oedenng of all our ways, and tte ways of hipihQusd. 
4. In giving power and Jife to all Winstitptjpns,^ 
and to his people by thein« .? >5. ,In ,pmtecting.and 
^jvering his chuidi agaiqst ^md jfrom all . the enr- 
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xxviii.20. E^jh/vr. 8, \\. Jam/vf. 12; laa.xiavSk 
22. 1 Tim. iii. 15. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. /iw. xxxiL 2^ 
Xf/A'^.xvii. 1.. 

5. The power eranted by Christ unto the holy 
body of the church and brotherhood, is a preroga- 
tive or privilege wliich the church doth exercise. 
1. In choosine their t>wn officers^ whether eldersAr 
deacons. 2. In admission of their own members, 
and therefore there is great reason they diould 
bave power to remove any from their fellowship, 
again* ' Hence in case of offence^^ any brother 
hath power to convince and admonish^ an offending 
brother ; and in case of not hearing him, to take 
one or two more to set on the admonition ^ and in 
case of not hearing them, to proceed to tell tht 
church ;. and as his offence may require, the whole 
church hath power to iMX>ceed to the censure of 
him, whether by admonition or excommunication ; 
and upon his repentance, to restore him again unto 
his former communion. Acts iii. 5» and xiv. 23* 
andix. 26. Mat. xviii. 15. 16, 17. Tit. iiL 10. 
Hot. iv. 17. 2 Car. ii. 7, 8. 
. 6. In casi an elder oflfend incorrigibly, the mat- 
ter so reouuing, as the church had power to call 
him to office, so they have power according to or- 
der (the council of other churches^ where it may^ 
be had,, dkecting thereto) to remove him from lus 
office ; and being now but a member, in case he 
add contumacy to his sin, the church that had 
power to receive him into their fellowship, hath 
also the same power to cast him out, that tney have 
oooceraing any other member. CoAiv. 17. Mem. 
xvL 17. Mat. xviii. 17. 

7. .Church government or rule, is placed by 
Christ jxk the omcers of the church, ^ho «x^ ^!^«x^- 
ipirt^k^ mkrs^ whUe they i\jlte m^O^\ V^ 
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in case c^ mal-administration, they are subject to 
the power of the church, as hath been said before. 
The Holy Ghost frequently, yea always, where it 
mentioned church rule, and church government, 
ascribeth it to elders ; whereas the work and duty 
of the people is expressed in the phrase of obeying 
#eir elders, and submitting themselves unto mem 
in the Lord. So as it is manifest, that an orgsuiic 
or complete church is a body politic consisting of 
some tint are governors, and some that are gov* 
emed in the I-^rd. 1 Ttnik v. 17. IM. xiiL 17. 
1 Thess. y. 12. Bom. xii. 8. 1 Cor. xii. 28,' 29. 
Heb. xiii. 7, 17. 

'. 8. The power which Christ has committed to 
Ibe elders, is to feed and rule the church of God, 
and accordingly to call the church together upon 
any weighty occasion ; when the members so called, 
without a just causp, may not refuse to come, nor 
when they are come, depart before diey are dis- 
missed, nor speak in the church before they have 
leave .from the dders ; nor continue so doing,when 
they require silence ; nor may they oppose nor ooq- 
tn^ct tne judgment or sentence of the dders, with- 
out sufficient and weighty cause, because sutA 
practices are manifestly contrary unto order and 
government, and inlets of disturbances, and tend 
to confusion. Acts xx. 28. and vi. 2. Sumb. xvi. 
12. Ezek. xlvi. 10. A*:ts xiiL 15. JBos. iv. 4. 

9. It belongs also unto the elders to examine 
any officers or members before they be received d£ 
the church ; to receive die accusations brought to 
the church, and to prepare them for the church's 
hearing. In handling of offences, and other mattery 
before the church, they have power to declare 'an4 
pubUsh tbc counsel and will of God, tou6l^ng the 
same, and to pronounce senlexvcft "Wifl^ t^teesfer&diL 
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the churcli. - Lastly, Th^y I^ve power, when they 
flismiss the people, to bless them in the name of 
he Lord. !nev. ii. 2. 1 Tim. v. 19. Acts nyCi* 18. 
22, 23. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. Af/;ii. vi. 23 to 26. 

10. This power /^ TOvemment in the elders 
3oth not any Wise prejudice the power of privilege 
in the brotfierhoocf ; as heither tne power of priyi- 
lege in the brethren doth prejudice the power of 
^vemment in the elders, out they may sweetly 
igree together ; as we may see in the'example of 
& apostieS;, furnished with the greatest cnurch 
[>ower, who took in the doncurrenQe and Consent 
Df the brethren in church 'administrations. Also 
that scripture, 2 Car. % 9. and x. 6. do declare. 
That what the churches are to act and do iii these 
matters, they were to do m a way of obedience', 
ind that not only to the direction' of the apostles, 
but also of their ordinary elders. Acts xiv.lJ», 23. 
ihd'vL 2 1 Cor. v. 4. 2 Cor. xxvi. 7. Bi?ft.xiii. 17. 

11. From the premised, namely, Tfaat^ the or- 
dinary power of government belotiraltig'oiil^to.the 
aiders, power of privilege femtmietn with the 
brotherhood (as the power of judgment in matters 
:>f censure, and power of liberty m matters of lib- 
^v) it foOoWeth, that in an organic church and 
"ignt administration, all church acts proceed after 
he manner of a mixt administration, so as no 
iAurch act can be consummatied or perfected with- 
out the comts^oi both. 

CHAP. XI. 

Of the maintenance qf chutch officers. 

1 HE aposde concludes, that necessary and suffi- 
sldttt maintenance is due unto iYve woasMecc^ A'^j^ 
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word, from the law of nature and natioits, trom the 
law of Moses f the equity thereof, as also die rule of 
conunoa reason. Moreover, the scripture doth not 
only call elders, labourers, and workmen, but also 
speakii^ of them doth say^ that the labourer is wor- 
thy of his hire ; and requires, that he which is 
taught in the word should communicate to hhn in 
all good things ; and mentions it as an ordinance 
of the Lord, that they which preach the gospdi 
should live of the gospel ; and forbiddeth the muz^^ 
zling the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the com* 
1 Cor. ix. 14, 15. Mat. ix. 38. and x. 10. 1 Tim. 
V. 18. GaL vl 6. 1 Cor. ix. 9, 14. 

2. The scriptures alledged, reauiring this main- 
tenance as a bounden duty and aue debt, and not 
as a matter of sdms and free gift, therefore people 
are not at liberty to do or not to do, what and when 
they please in this matter, no more than in any 
other oommanded duty, and ordinance of the Lord ; 
but ought of duty to minister of their carnal things, 
to them that labour among them in the word and 
doctrine, as well as they ought to pay any other 
workmen their wages» and to discharge and satisfy 
dieir other debts, or to submit themselves to ob- 
serve any other ordinance of the Lord. Mom. xv. 
27. l&r. ix.21. 

' 3. The apostle {OaL vl. 6.) enjoining that he 
which is taught communicate to him that teacheth 
in all good things, doth not leavd it arbitraiy, what 
or how much'aman shall ^ve, or in what propor- 
tion, but even thclatter, as wdl as the former is pre- 
scribed and appointed by the Lord. 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
4. Not only members of churches, but aH that 
are taught in the word, are to contribute unto him 
iJ^t teadieth in all good things. Ixv case that con- 
gJ^gations are defective in thcVc caaU'tovy&»^ ^^ 
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deacons are to call upon them to do their duty ; if' 
their call sufficeth not, the church by her power is 
to require it of their members ; and where church 
power, through the corruption of men, doth not 
or cannot attain the end, the m:v;;istrate is to see 
that the ministry be duly provided for, as appears 
from the commended example of JVe/iemiah. The 
magistrates are nursing-fathers and nursing-mo- 
thers, and stand charged with the custody of both 
tables ; because it is better to prevent a scandal 
^t it may not come, and easier also, than to re- 
move it when it is given. It is most suitable to rale, 
that by the church's care each man should know 
his proportion according to rule, what he sliould 
dq before he do it, that so his judgment and heart 
may be satisfied in what he doth, and just offence 
prevented in what is doiie. Acts vl 3, 4. Neh. 
xiii. 11. Isa. xlix. 23. 2 Cor. viiL 13, 14. 



CHAP. XII. 
Q/" the admission of members into the church. 

The doors of the churches of Christ upon earth, 
do not by God's appointment stand so wide open, 
that all sorts of people, good or bad, may fireely enter 
therein at their pleasure, but such as are admitted 
thereto as members ought to be examined and 
triedfirst, whether they be fit and meet to be re. 
oeived into church society or not. The eunucn 
oi Ethiopia^ before his admission was examined by 
Philips whether he did believe on Jesus Christ with 
all hb heart. The angel of the church at Ephesus is 
commended for trying such as said they werea^jQ^^ 
tfes and were not. There is \ikfc t^aL's^owfet \ri\a8^ 



u 

of them that profess to be believers. The officers 
are charged with the keeping of the doors of the 
church, and therefore are in a special manner to 
make trial of the fitness of such who enter. Twelve 
angels are set at the gates of the temple, lest sucfar 
as were ceremonially unclean should enter thereinto. 
2 Chron. xxiii. 19. Mat. xiii. 25. and xxii. 12. 
Acts viii. 37. Itev. ii. 2,jictsix. 26. JRev. xxi. 12. 
2 Chron. xxiii. 19. 

2. The things which are requisite to be found 
in all church members, are repentance from sin, and 
faith in Jesus Christ; and there are the things where- 
of men. are to be examined at their admission into 
the church, and. which then they must: profess and 
hold forth in such sort, as may satisfy rational char- 
ity that the things are there indeed. John Baptist 
admitted men to baptism confessing and bewailing 
their sins.; andiofotnersit is said, that they came, 
and confessed and shewed their deeds. Acts ii. 38' 
to 42. and viii. 37. MaU.vL 6. Acts i. 9, 18. 

3. The weakest measure of faith is to be ac- 
cepted in those that desire to be admitted into the 
church because weak christians, if sincere, have 
the substance of that faith, repentance and holi- 
ness which is required in church members^ and* 
such have most need of the ordinances for their 
confirmation and growth in ^ce. The Lord Je- 
sus would not quench the smoaking flax nor break: 
the bruised reed, but gather the tender lambs ia 
his arms and carry them gently in' his bosom. 
Such charity and tenderness is to be used as the 
weakest chnstian, if sincere, may not be excluded' 
nor discouraged. Severity of examination is to' 
be avoided, inom. xiv. 1. mat. xii. 20. Isa. xL 11. 

4. In case any through excessive fear, or otfaef 
in&rmitVy be urtable to m?ke \hcff ^gmi^rnal tda- 
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tUm of their spiritual estate in public, it is sufficient 
that the elders have received private satisfaction, 
make relation thereof in public before the churchy 
diej testifying their assents thereunto, thu being 
the way that tendeth most to edification* But 
where persons are of greater abilities, there it is 
most expedient that they make their relations and 
Gonfi^ssiotis personally with their own mouth, as 
David professeth of himself. Psalm Ixvi. 16. 

8; ' A personal and public confession and declar- 
ing of God's manner of working upon the soul is 
both lawful, expedient, and useful in sundry respects 
apnd upon sundry grounds. Those three thousand, 
jicis li. 37, 41. before they were admitted by the 
apostles, did manifest that they were pricked in the . 
heart at Peter's sermon> together with earnest de- 
sire to be delivered from their sins which now 
wounded their consciences and their ready receiv- 
ing of the word of promise and exhortation. We 
are to be ready to render a reason of the hope that is 
in as, to every one that asketh us; therefore we must 
be Mt and ready upon any occasion to declare and 
shew our repentance for sin, faith imfeigned, and 
el^ctual calUng, because these are the reasons of 
a wtfl grounded hope. I have not hidden my 
righteousness from the great congre^tion. Psam 
zl. 10. iPet iii. 15. Ifeb. xi. 1. Eph. i. 18« * 

6. * This profession of faith and repentance, as it 
must be made by such at their admissic^, that were 
never in church society before ; so nothing hinderetih 
butthe same way also be performed by sudh as have 
formerly been members of some other church, juid 
the church to which they now join themselves as 
me^nbers may lawfully require me saihe.^ Those 
thcee tfaoBsand, j4ets ii. wtucii maA^^ '^Qwew ^tokSk^ 
sion, were members of the di\irc\i^^8wt JierwiVkSsarei 
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so were they that were baptized by John. Churches 
may err in their admission, and persons regularly 
admitted may &11 into ofience . Otherwise if church- 
es might obtrude their members, or if church mei^ 
bers might obtrude; themselves upon other churoht- 
es without due trial, the matter so requlringv botb 
the liberty of churches would hereby be infringed in 
thatthey might not examine tliose concerning whose 
fitness for communion they were unsatisfied ; and 
besides the infringing of their liberty the churches 
themselves would unavoidably be cpnupted, and the 
ordinances defiled^ whilst they might not ttefuse but 
must receive the unworthy^ which is contrary unto 
the scripture, teaching that all churches are sisteni 
and therefore equal. ^A£//; iii. 1, 6. GaU ii. 4. JL 
Tim., v. 24. Cant. viii. 8- 

7. The like trial is to be required from, such 
members of the church as were bom in the same, 
or received their membership and were baptized 
in their infancy or minority, by virtue of the cov- 
enant of their parents, when being grown up un- 
tp years of discretion, they shall desire to be made 
partakers of the Lord's supper ; unto whicli, be- 
cause holy things must not be given to the ;un- 
w<Htby, therefore it is requisite that these as ivell siiS 
others, should come to their trial and examination, 
and manifest their iaith and repentance by an open 

{cofession thereof, before they are received to the 
<ord's supper, and otherwise not to be admitted 
thereunto. Yet the^ church members that were 
so bom or received in their childhood before thej 
are capable of being made partakers of fiill comr 
munion, have many privileges which others, not 
church members, have not ; they are in tovenant 
with God, have the seal thereof upon them, viz* 
paptism ; and so if not tegti«i^&^^> >i^«^t>5ik:^ 
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joorc hopeful way of attaining regenerating grace, 
ind all the spiritual blessings both of the covenant 
and seal-: tmy are also under church- watch, and 
cofiaequently subject to the reprehensions, adnumi- 
dcms, and censures thereof for their healing and 
amendment as need shall require* Mat. vii. 6. 1 
Car. XL 27. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Of church members their removal from one church 
to another^ and of recommendation and dismissionm 

v/ ilURCH members may not remove or depart 
from the church, and so one from another as they 
please, nor without just and weighty cause, but 
ought to live and dwell together, forasmuch as they 
aie cofiltnanded not to forsake the assembling them- 
a^lycs together. Such departure tends to the dis« 
ac^ticHi and ruin of the body, as the pulling of 
gomes and pieces of timber from the building, and 
jO[ members^ from the natural body tends to tib^ de* 
stroction of the whole. Ileb. x. 25. 

2*. It is therefore the duty of church members 
IB fiuch-times and places where counsel may be had, 
iR^qqopsult with die church whereof they were, 
num^liers about their removal, that accordingly 
fW^.i^l^i^^ing their approbation, may be encouraged 
or jc^herwise desist. They who are joined with 
oMsent, shobld not depart without consent, except 
Hbpsced thereunto* Pnw. xi 16. 

3 • If a member^s departure be manifestly unsafe 
and sinful, the church may not consent thereunto ; 
for.in so doing they should notactin&\th^\Mi^V>sss^\A. 
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and the persoD uot to be persuaded^ it seemeth best 
to leave me matter unto God and not forcibly detain 
him. Sam. xiv. 523. 1 TSi/i. v. 22. Acts xxL 14. 

4. Just reasons for a member's removal of him- 
self from the chilrch, are, 1. If a man cannot con- 
tinue without prtaking in sin. 2. In case^ of per- 
sonal persecution, so Paul departed from the dis- 
ciples at Damascus. Also in case of general ()er- 
secution when all are st^atfered. 3. In case of real, 
and not only pretended want of competent subsist- 
ence, a door being opened for better supply in an- 
other place, togetner with the means of spiritual ed- 
ification. In these or like cases a member may law- 
fully remove, and the church cannot lawfully (Re- 
tain him. JEph. v. 11. Acts ix. 25, 29, 30. and 
viii. 1. JVeh. xiii« 20. 

5. To separate from a church, either out of con- 
tempt of their holy fellowship or out of covetous- 
ness, or for greater enlargements, with just grief 
to the church ; or out of schism, or want of love, 
and out of a spirit of contention in respect of some 
unkindness, or some evil only ccxioeived, or indeed 
in the church, which might and should be tolerated 
and held with a. spirit of meekness and of vihkh 
evil the church is not yet convinced (though per- 
haps himself be) nor admonished^ for these or the 
like reasons to witlidraw from public communion 
in word, or seals, or censures is unlawful and sin- 
ful. 2 Tim. iv. 10. Jiom.xvu 17. Judc v. 19. 
JEph. iv. 2, 3. Col. iii. 13. GaL vi. 1, 2. 

6. Such members as have orderly removed their 
habitation ought to join themselves unto the church 
in order where diey do inhabit, if it may be ; oth- 
erwise diey can neither perform the duties, nor re» 
ceive the privileges of members. Such an exam* 

pie tolffimted io^ome is apUQ<9wcu!^\.^iQQEx^s>)^^^ 
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if many should follow, would threaten the dissolu- 
tion and confusion of churches, contrary to the 
scripture. Isa. Ivi. 8. jictsi:^. 26. 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 

7. Order^requires that a member thus removing, 
iiave letters testimonial, and of dismission from the 
church whereof he yet is, unto the church where* 
unto he desireth to be joined, lest the church should 
be deluded ; that the church may receive him ia 
feith, and not be corrui]^d by receiving deceivers 
■aod &}se brethren ; until the person dismissed be 
receiv^^ into another church he ceaseth not by his 
leltcrs or dismissi<Mi to be a meniber of the church 
ivher^ he was, the church cannot make a miember 
np member butbyexco];nmunication../lc^jf^Yiil27. 

^. If 2k memt)er be called to remove only for a 
U]||je» whcns a church is, letters of reconMnendatiort 
are; reqfuisite and sufficient for communion with 
th^t church m the ordinances and in their watch ; 
as Phebe^ a servant of the chureh at Cenchrea, had 
letl^Srs written for her to the church at Rome, that 
sb^ might be received as becometh saints. Bom. 
oiYi' I9 2, a Cor. iil 1. 

9, Such letters of recommendation and dismis- 
^on.were written for Apollos, for Marcus to the Co* 
Jovi^aOS, for Phebe to the Romans, for sundry 
ethers to o&er churches. And the apostle telleth 
U3 thttt some persons, not sufficiently known other- 
(^nviste, have special need of such letters, though he 
far bis part had no need thereof. The use of them 
i9 tQ be 9 benefit and help to the party for whom 
tlfey are written and for the furthering of his re- 
cei^ng amongst the isaints in the place whereto he 
goeth,. tad the due satis&ction of them in their re- 
ceiving t>f him* Ads xyiii. 27. CoL iv. 10. Bom. 
x^vi !• 2 Cor^ iii. \J 

K 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Of excommunication and other censures. ' 

JL HE censures of the church are appointed by- 
Christ for the preventing, removing, and heafing 
of offences in the church ; for the reclaiming and 
gaining of ofiendiflg brethren ; for the deterring oth- 
ers from the like offences; for purging out the leaven 
which may infect the whole kimp ; for vindicating 
the honour of Christ, and of his church, and the holy 
professionof the gospel, find for preventing of the 
wrath of God that may justly fall upc» the church 
if they should suffer his covenant and the seals 
thereof to be profaned by notorious and obstinate 
offenders. 1 Tim. v. 20. Deut. xvii. 12, 13, 
Judey. 19. Z>^2/f. xiiL 11. 1 Cor. v. -6. Rom. 
ii. 24, Rev. ii. 14, 15, 16, 20. 

2. If an offence be private, one brother offending 
another, the offender is to go and acknowledge his 
repentanee for it unto his offended brother, who is 
then to forgive him ; but if the offender neglect or 
refuse to do it, the brother offended is to go and 
convince and admonish him of it, between them- 
selves privately : If thereupon the offender be 
brought to repent of his offence, the admonisher 
hath won his brother ; but if the offender hear not 
his brother, the brother offended is to take with 
him one or two more, that in the moutb of two or 
three witnesses every word may -be es^blished, 
whether the word of admonition, if the offender re- 
ceive it ; or the word of complaint, if he refuse it ; 
foriiht refuse it, the offended iM-other is by the 
mouth of the eiders to tell the church, and if he hear 
the churchy and declare the satncb^ ^\v\\sx\X cassv- 
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fessioir^ he is recovered and gained ; and if the 
church discern him to be wiUing to hear, yet not 
fully cpnvinced of his offence, as in case of heresy, 
the^ are to ^spense to him in a puUic admonition, 
which declaring the offeiKler to lie under the pub- 
lic o&nce of the church doth thereby withhold oi- 
suspend him from the holy fellowship of the Lord's 
supper, till his offence be removed l^ penitent con- 
fession. If be st'ill continue obstinate, they are to cast 
him out by excommunicatioi>, Mat. v. 23, 24. Luk/e 
xvii. 3,4. Mat. xviii. 15, 1&, 17. Tit. iii. 10. 

S. But if the offence be more public at first, and 
of a more heinous and criminal nature, to wit, such 
as are condemned by the light of nature, then the 
ehurch, without such gradual proceedings is to cast 
out the offender from their holy communion for the 
further mortifying of his sins and the healing of his 
soul in theday of the Lord Jesus. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, 11. 

4. In dealing with an offender great care is to be 
taken that we be neither overstrict or rigorous,nor too 
kidulgent or remiss ; our proceeding herein ought 
to be with a spirit of meekness, considering our- 
selves, least we also be tempted ; and that the best 
of us have need of much forgiveness ii-om the Lord. 
Yet the winning and healhig of the offender's soul, 
being the end of these endeavors, we must not daub 
with untempered mortar, nor heal. the wounds of 
our brethren slightly . On some have compassion, 
others save with fear. GaL vi. 1. Mat, xviii. 34, 
35. £zek. xiii. 10. 

5. While the offender remains excommunicate, 
the church is to refrain from all member-like com- 
munion with him in spiritual things, and also from 
all fiimiliar communion with him in civil things, fur- 
ther than the necessity of natural^ dowv^sXkai est ^SaKSi. 
relation^ do require, and are xVvei^tot^ ^^ ^^^^^^^^'^^ 
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£o€at and drink with him, that he may be a^amed. 
Mat. xviii. 17. 1 Conv. 11. 2 Tness. iii. 6, 14. 

6. Excommunication being a spiritual punish- 
menty it doth not prejudice the excommunicate in 
nor deprive him of hb civil rights, and therefore 
toucheth not princes or other magistrates in point 
of their civil ^gnity or authority, and the excom- 
municate being but as a publican and a heathen, 
(heathens being lawfully permitted to coraie to hear 
the word in church assemblies) we acknowledge 
therefore the like liberty of hearing the word may 
be permitted to persons excommunicate, that is 
permitted unto heathen. And because we are not 
without hope of his recovery, we are not to account 
liim as an enemy but to admonish him as a brother. 

I Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 2 T/iess. iii. 14. 

7. If the Lord sanctify the censure to the offen- 
der, so as by the grace of Christ he doth testify his 
repentance with humble confession of his sins, and 
jud^g of himself, ^ving glory unto God, the 
church is then to foipve him and to comfort him, 
and to restore him to the wonted brotherly comma* 
nion which formerly he enjoyed with them. 2 Cor. 
ii. 7, 8. 

8. The suflfering of the profane or scandalous 
livers to continue in fellowship and partake in the 
sacraments is doubtless a great sin in those that 
have power in their hands to redress it and do it 
not: Nevertheless, inasmuch as Christ and his 
apostles in their times, and the prophets and other 
godly in theirs, did lawfully partake of the Lord's 
commanded ordinances in the Jewish church, and 
neither taught nor practised separation from the 
same, thou^ unworthy ones were permitted therein, 

and inasmuch as the feithful in the c\\mcc\voC CormMy 
wharcia were many unworthy per^ms ^«A \™»v- 



53 

ces,are never commanded to absent themselves from 
the sacraments because of the same ; therefore the 
godly in like cases are not presently to separate* 
llev. iL 14, 15, 20. Mat xxiii. 3. Acts uu 1. 
1 Cor. vL and xv« 12^ 

9. As separation from such a church wherein 
pro&ne and scandalous persons are tolerated is 
not presendy necessary ; so for the members there- 
of, otherwise unworthy, hereupon to abstain from 
communicating with such a church in the partici- 
pation of the sacraments is unlawful. - For as it were 
unreasonable for an innocent person to be punished 
for the &ults of others, wherein heliathno hand, 
and whereunto he gave no consent, so it is more 
unreasonable that a godly man should neglect du- 
t¥ and punish himself, in not coming for. his por- 
ti(Mi in the blessings of die seals as he ought, because 
others are 3u£Eered to come that ought not ; espe- 
cially considering that hknself doth neithflf consent 
to their sins, nor to their approaching to the ordi- 
nance in their, sin, nor to the neglect of others who 
should put them auay and do not ; > but on the con- 
trary doth heartily mourn for these things, modestly 
and seasonably stir up others to do their duty. If 
the church cannot be. reformed, they may use their 
liberty, as is specified chap. 13, sect 4. But this 
all the godly are.bound unto even every one to do 
h'ls endeavor, according to his power and place, that 
the unworthy may be duly proceeded against by the 
church to. whom . this matter doth appertain. 2 
Chron. xxx, 18. Gen. xviii 25. Ezeki ix. 4. 

E 2 
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CHAP. XV. 

Of the communion of churches one with another. 

Although churches be distinct and there- 
fore may not be confounded one with another, and 
eaual, and therefore have no dominion one over an- 
otner ; yet all the churches ought to preserve^ church 
communion one with another, because they are all 
united unto Christ, not only as a mystical but as a 
political head, whence is derived a communion suit- 
able thereunto. Rev, i. 4. Cant. viii. 8. Rom. xvi. 
16. \Cor. xvi. 19. *^err^xv. 23. Rev.ii. 1. 

2. The communion of churches is exercised 
sundry ways, 1. By way oF mutual care, m taking 
ihougnt for one another's wdfere. 2. By way of 
consultation cxie with another, when we have oc- 
casion to require the judgment and counsel of other 
churches, touching any pelrsoir or ciAise wherewith 
they may be better acquainted than ourselves. As. 
the church at Antioch consulted widi apostles alnd 
elders of the church at Jerusalem about the ques- 
tion of circumcision of the Gentiles, and about the 
false teachers that broached that doctrine. In 
which ca§e, when any church wantetii light or peace 
amongst themselves, it is a way of communion of 
churches, according to the word to meet together,. 
by their elders and other messengers in a synod,, 
to conidder and argue the points m doubt or dif- 
ference ; and having found out the way of truth 
and peace, to commend the same by their letter 
and messengers to the churches whom the same 
may concern. But if a church be rent with divi- 
sions among themselves, or lie imdex ^lxv^^ o^tvscan- 
dal and yet refuse to consult vaXh o>3aL^T OwxtOors. 
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for healing or removing of the same, it is matter of 
just oflfence both to the Lord Jesus and' to other 
churdifts, as bewraying too much want of mercy 
and faithfiilness, not to seek tolnnd tqyithe breach* 
es and wounds of the church and brethren ; and 
therefore the state of such a church calleth aloud 
upon other churches to exercise a fuller act of broth- 
erly communion> to wit, by way of admonition. 3. 
A third ws^ of communion of churches is by way 
of adttKmition, to wit, in case any public ofience be 
found in a church,, which either discern not or are 
slow in proceeding to use means for the removing, 
and herimg thereof. Paul had no authority over 
Peterjjtt when hesawPe/^rnot walking with aright 
foot he^publickly rebuked him before the church; 
Though* chiu'ches have no more authority one 
over another, than one apostle had over another, 
yet ass one apostle might admonish another, so may 
one church, admonish another and yet without 
usurpation.. ^ In which :case, if the church that lieth 
Hiider ofence, do not hearken to the church ttett 
dodi admonish^ her, the church is to acquaint 
Gther neighbour churches with that ofibice which . 
Aie'eififending church still lieth under, together 
mth the negltct of their brotherly admonition 
ipnreU: unto them, whereupon those other churches 
are to join in seconding me admonition formerly 
given mem ; and if still the ofibnding church con- 
tinue in obstinacy and impenitcncy tliey may ' for- . 
bear communion with them, and are to proceed 
to make use of the help of a synod or council of. 
neighboiur churches walking orderly (if a greats 
cannot conveniently be had) for their conviction.. 
Kthey hear not the synodjthe synod having declared 
them too obstinate, particular cYiutcivea ^\ftC8viSas^ 
ttdaccepttng the judgment oitVvf&^xvo^^^ax^Vs^^- 
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concerning them » and thereupon, out of religious 
care to keep their own communion pure, they must 
justly withdraw themselves from participation with 
them at the Lord's table, and from such other acts 
of holy communion as the communion of churches 
doth otherwise allow and require. Nevertheless, 
if any members of such a church as live under 
public offence, do not consent to the offence of the 
church, but do in due sort bear witness against it, 
they are still. to be received to wonted communi- 
cation ; for it is not equal that the innocent should 
suffer with, the offensive.. Yea, furthermore, if 
such innocent members, after due waiting in the 
use of all good means for the healing of the offence 
of their own church, shall at last with. the allowance 
of the council ofneigfabour churches withdraw from 
the fellowship of their own church and offer them- 
selves to the fellowship of another^.we judge it law^ 
fulfbr the other church to receive them (being 
otherwise fit), as if they had been orderly dismissed 
to them fromlheir own church. 4. A fourth way of 
communion of churches is by ivay of .participation. . 
The members of one church occasionally, comins 
to another we willingly admit them \to partake with 
us at the Lord's table, it beingjthe seal of our com- 
munion not only with Christ, .nor only with the 
members of our own churches,. but also of all.the 
churches of. the saints; in which regard we refuse 
not to baptize their children presented, to. us, if 
either their own minister be absent, or such a fruit 
of holy fellowship be desired with us. In like case 
such churches as are furnished .with more ministers 
than one, do willingly afford one of their own .min- 
Isters to supply the place of an absent or sick min- 
Aicr of another church for aiiQt^&A^tJjaaa, 5>. K 
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fifth W2[y of church communion is by way of re- 
commendation, Avhen the member of one church 
hath occasion to reside in another church, if but 
for a season, we commend him to their watch* 
ful fellowship by letters of recommendation, but if 
he be called to settle his abode there we commit 
him according to his desire to the fellowship of 
their covenant by letters of dismission. 6. A sixth: 
way of church communion is in case of need, to 
minister relief and succour one unto another,eithero£ 
able members tofurnish them with officers,or of out- 
ward support to the necessities of poorer churches, 
as did the churches of the Gentiles contribute fib- 
erally to the poor saints at Jerusalem. Cant, viii. 
8. Acts-xv. 2, 6, 22, 23. JEzek. xxxiv. 4. GaL 
ii. 11 to 14. Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. by propor- 
tioxu Gen. xviii. 25. 1 Cor^xii. 13. Horn. xvi. L 
ActSTLym. 27. and xL 22, 29. Rom. xiii. 26, 271 

3. When a company of believers purpose to 
gather into a church fellowship it is requisite for 
meir safer proceeding and the maintaining the 
communion of churches, that they signify their in- 
tent unto the neighbour churches, walking^aceord- 
ing unto the order of the gospel, and desire their 
presence, and help, and right hand of feUowship,. 
which they ought readily to give unto them when 
there is no just cause to except against their pro- 
ceedin&g. GaL ii. 1, 2, and 9, by proportion- 

4b Besides the several ways of communion, 
there is alsoa way of propagation of churches when 
a church sliall grow too numerous, it is a way and' 
fit season to propagate one church out of another, 
by sending forth such of their members as are wil- 
ling to remove, and to procure some officers to them 
as may enter with them into cWxdDLt^^Xate^asji^^ 
tbemsclves. As bees, vrtien ^t» Vw^ v^ ^a^^s^^ 
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^special vespect unto such ; yet inasmuch as ndt 
only Paul and Barnabas, but certain others also 
were sent to Jerusalem^ from Antioch^ and when 
they were come to Jerusalem not only the apostles 
and elders, but other brethren also do assemble 
and meet about the matter ; therefore synods are 
to consist both of elders and other church members 
endued with gifts and sent by the churches, not 
excluding the presence of any brethreo ia the 
churches* Acts xv. 2, 22, 23. 



CHAP. XVII. 

Of the civil magistrate's pcrwer in matters ecele* 

siasticaL 

X r is lawful, profitable, and necessary for christians 
to gather themselves together into church estate* 
and therein to exercise all the ordinances of Christ, 
according unto the word, aldiough the consent of 
the ma^btrate could not be had thereunto ; be- 
cause the apostles and christians in their time d^ 
frequently thus practise, when the m£^tmtes bqii^ 
all of them Jewish or Pagan and most persecuting 
enemies would give no counfeenance or consent to 
such matters. Acts it 41, 47« and iv. 1, 2^ 3. 

2. Church government stands in no oppositjoii 
to civil government of commonwealths, vior any 
way intrenchetl) upon the authority of civil magis- 
trates in their jurisdiction ; nor any whit weakien^ 
eth their hands in governing, but rather stret^th'- 
eneth them, furthereth the people in yielding moie 
hearty and conscioBable obedience unto therot 
tvbatsoever some ill afifected persons to the ways (^ 
CArJsthave sugrgested, to a!&eoat!& xSim^ ^SS&r&sql.qC 
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kings and princes from the ordinances of Christ ; 
IS if ^ kingdom of Christ in his church could not 
rise and stand witfiout the falling and weakening of 
flicir government, which is also of Christ ; whereas 
die contrary is most true, that they may both stand 
((^[ether and flourish, die one being helpful unto 
die other in their distinct and due administrations. 
John xviii. 36. Acts xxv. 8. Isa. xlix. 23. 

3. The power and authority of magistrates is not 
for the restraining of churches or any other good 
works, but for helping in and furthering thereof: 
and therefore the consent and countenance of mag- 
istrates, when it maji^be had, is not to be slighted 
or lightly esteemed ; but on the contrary it is part 
of that honour due to christian magistrates to de- 
inre and crave their consent and approbation there- 
in, which being obtained, the churches may then 
proceed in their way with more encouragement 
and comfort Rom. xiiL 4. 1 Tim. iL 2. 

4'. It is not in the power of magistrates to com- 
pddieir subjects to become church members, and 
to partake at the Lord's table ; for the priests are 
reproved diat brought unworthy ones into the 
sanctuaiy : Then as it was unla\^ful for the priest, 
so it is as unlawful to be done by civil magistrates^ 
those whom die church is to cast but if they were 
in ; the magistrate ought not to dirust them into 
Ae church, nor to hold them therein. Ezekn xliv» 
7, 9. \Cor.if. 11. , 

5. As it is unlawful for church officers to med« 
tffle with the sword of die magistrates, so iC is un- 
iawfal for the magistrate to meddle with the work 
proper to church officers. The acts of Moses and 
xiovj^, who were not only princes but prophets^ 
were extraordmaiy, therefore tvcfc \£ea\si;3^« K.- 

gafiatf sucfi usurpation^ th& li^rti xftis^^:^^ "^ 
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• 

smiting Uzziah with leprosy for presuming to of* 
fer incense. Mat. ii. 25, 26. 2 Chron. xxvi. 16, 17. 

6. It k the dutjr of the magistrate to take care 
of matters of religion, and to improve his civil au- 
thority ^or the observing of the duties commanded 
in the first, as well as for observing of the duties 
commanded in the second table. They are called 
Gods. The end of the magistrate's office is not 
only the quiet and peaceable life of the subject in 
matters of righteousness and honesty, but also in 
matters of godliness, yea, of all godliness. Moses, 
Joshua^ David, Solomon, Asa, Jehosaphat, Heze* 
kiah, Josiah, ai'e much commended by the Holy 
Ghost for the putting forth their authority in mat- 
ters of religion : On the contrary, such kings as 
have been failing this way, are frequently taxed and 
reproved by the Lord. And not only the kings 

01 Judah, but also Job, Nehemiah^ the king of 
Nineveh, Darius, Artaxerxes, Nebuchadnezzar^ 
whom none looked .at as types of Christ, (though 
were it so, fhey were no place for any Just objec- 
tion) are commended in the book of God, for 
exercising their authority this way. PsaL Ixxxii. 
8. 1 Tim^ n. 1,2. 1 Aings xv. 14. and xxii. 43. 

2 Ktn^s xii. 3. and xiv. 4. and xv. 35. 1 Kings 
XX. 42. Job xxix. 25. and xxxi. 26, 28. Neiu 
xiii. John iji. 7. JEzra vii. Dan. iii. 29. 

7. The objects of the power of the magistrate 
are not thmgs merely inward, and so not subject to 
his cognizance and view, as unbelief, hardness of 
heart, erroneous opinions not vented, but only such 
things as are acted by the outward man ; neither is 
their power to be exercised in commanding such 
acts of the outward man, and punishing the neglect 
thereof, ,a3 are but mere inventions ai>d devices 

of men, hut ^bout such acts as sax ^oxoxoaxd^dand 
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Wen in the word ; yea, such as the word doth. 
y determine, though- not always clearly to the 
nent of the magistrate or others, yet clearly in 
In these he of right ought to put forth his 
rity , though oft-times actually he doth* it no 
igs XX.. 28, 42; 

Idolatry,, blasphemy, heresy^ venting corrupt 
pernicious opinions that destroy the founda- 

open contempt qf the word preached, pro- 
ion of the Lord's day, disturbing the peace- 
idministration and exercise of the worship and 
things of God and the like, are to be restrain* 
d punished by civil authority. DeuL xiii. 1 
s XX. 28 r 42.- Dan. iii. 29. Zech. xiiL 3. 

xiii. 31. 1 Tim. ii. 2. Horn. xiii. 4. 

If any church, one op more shall grow schis* 
^ly rending itself from the communion of other 
:hes, or shall walk incorrigibly or obstinately 
y corrupt way of their own, contrary to the 
of the word ; in such case th6 magistrate is' 
ut forth his coercive power as th^ matter. 

require. The tribes on this side Jordan in- 
:d to make war against the other tribes for^ 
ling the altar of witness, whom they suspected 
ve turned away therein from following of the 
[D. Josh, xxii* 
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APPENDIX. 

Meinf 9ome eollectiam far the infarmatim rf thorn that &rt ndf ^e*- 
^qmiittte4 ^tk th^ prineifUgw and practiees of thejirti qnd moH tmi' 
nent Uadert in the churchet qfCumsT in New SnglfOuL 

ML HE plaHbrm of chin'ch diaeiplitie was igreed on and oonseoted 
unto by many great, learned and ptout persons, from the ^Mir &ino|i» 
eolonies in New-England, assembled in the Synod at Cambridge^ 
1648. something of which may be read in a late print, entided* 
" A testimony to the order of the gospel in the churches of New- 
England." 

The deservedly famous and reverend Mr. ydhn WiUon^ pastor, 
and yohn C9ftoa,teacher of the first church of Christ in Boston, wes« 
two of those worthies that composed the platform of church diseW 
pline. 

The reverend Mr. yohn JfertoH, teaoher of the «Aid ehurok in 
Boston, in his election sermon. May 33, 166L page 13, gives this 
advice, *' take care that the order of the gospel may have a free pas- 
sage in the churches ; I mean that our practice may effectuidly an- 
swer our doctrine* in that book entitled* the pUtfonn of churoh 
dUcipline." 

And in his last sermon, preached on his weekly lecture, April 3* 
1663, a little before his death, page 37. " Remember that we ha^ 
the pattern in the mount, I mean we have the scripture as a ride» 
and you have the platform of church discipline g^ven to you in way of 
counsel, its the confession of our fiuth to this way of church goyern- 
ment : you know in what manner it was th|it whiph, for the sub* 
stance of it, owns the cause congregational : If any are departed 
from it let them look to it.** 

The reverend Mr. yohn Davenport^ in his catechism prhited anno 
1669, for the use of the first church in Boston, of wiiich he was then 
pastor, shows his concurrence with the platform of church discipline 
in matters relating to church government. 

The reverend Mr. yohh Oxenbridge, pastor of said church by his 
practice, manifested his consent to the way of church government, 
as it is stated in the platform of church discipline : and in his 
election sermon, in May, 16M, declared his agreement with the 
pi'inciples of piuity and power of the churches. 

The reverend Mr. yamee Allen, teacher of said church, in his 
election sermon. May 38, 1679, page 10, 11, having taken notice 
of the platform of church discipline, as manifesting the judgment of 
the ministers of New-England, asserting the authoritative rule of 
the elders, with the liberty of brethren, ezpresseth himself thus, 
^ though the judgment' of the best should not be looked upon as 
scripture cunona, nor bind any further than it is found agreeing 
witA the word of God, by whichi t oug\il lo \je \x*v^^ \ '^^t. I think I 
jaajrjnfiffysMy that is a clearer judgment oS \i)he i8A»d^ ^i Qi«db.\si^^ 



65 

scripture, m that matter, than can be expected in this next genenl* 
tion. It is true, in improvements of natural light, that may be in- 
creased bv industry, and those that stand upon others' shoulders 
nay see further than they did upon whose shoulders they stand, 
but it is not so in spiritual things, the further knowledge of which 
depends upon revelation, Efk. i. 17 Ptal xxv. 9. 

The reverend and learned Mr Urian Oaket^ president of Har* 
vard College and pastor of the church of Christ in Cambridge, in 
his election sermon May 7, 16:3, p. 48, declared himself as foUofWs, 
** I beg that we may keep the king^s highway, the way that Christ 
himself hath cast up for us, and that our worthy predecessors have 
travelled in before us, the way that hath been stated, not in the pri- 
vate models of some fanciftil and conceited men, but i» tbe Plau 
form of Church Discipline / the truest understanding of these things 
ia from the Platform, deduced out of the word of Cob.** 



At a SYNOB at Boston, NevJSngland, September 10, 1^9, 

xT was put to vote, whether the assembly did approve of The 
Platform of Church discipline ? And both elders and brethren did 
unanimously Hft up their bands in the afiirmative, not one appearing 
when the vote was propounded, in tbe negative, but it jointly passed 
in these words, ** A synod of the churches in the province of the 
Massachusetts, being called by the honored C<>neral Court to con- 
vene at Boston, the 10th of September, 1679, having read and con- 
sidered The Platform if Church Discipline, a^ed upon by the 
Synod' assembled at Cambridge, 1648, do unanimously approve of 
tiie said Platform, for the substance of it, desiring that the churches 
may continue stedfast in the order of the gospel, according to what is 
therein declared from the word of God. In a prints entitled, The 
necessity ofreformationf Scg.*^ 



M a general meeting ^ministers in Boston,NieV'Ehgland,JSfqy 27, 1697. 

Sundry reverend and worthy ministers signed an instrument, 
where they declared their full purpose, by the help of the Lord, to 
maintain In their several places the purity, and feuowship, and lib^ 
erties of the churches, tie. In a print, entitled. Thirty important 
questions resolved t 8cc. 

Col. ii 6 As ye have therefore received Christ yesus the Lord, so 
noalk in him. 

£ph. iv. Part of the I4th verse. Be no more children tossed to. 
andfrot and carried about vjtth every vsind qf doctrine. 

Gal. V. 1. Standfast therefort in the \\btrtj ^Kere^UH CWwxVwi^ 

F 2 
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A tEStlMONY 

To the order qf the goafiel, in the churches of Mvf "JSngland i 
left in the handa qfthe churchee^ by the two ntoet aged mki* 
nters of the goifiei yet eurvimng in the country. 

J\B0V£ tvoenty yearM hftve pasMd fttrfty, since one of ue tnd 
above »ixtyt since the other of us came into Nevt^MngUmd^ and kamn^ 
obtained Mpfrom God vte continue to this day. 

We are therefore capable to make some comparison^ between the 
condition of the churches, when they were first erected in this 
country, and the condition into which they are now ya^Uen^ and 
more falling every day. 

But we wish, that in making this comparison, we had not cause 
tp take the place and the part of those old men, that saw the young 
^nen shouting aloud for joy, at the new temple, £zra iii. 12- Ancient 
Tnen that had seen the first house / when the foundation tftkis houee vtae 
laid before their eyes, vjept with a loud voice. 

2. We are under a daily expectation of our call to appear before 
our I«ord Jesus Christ ; and we have reason to be above all tbin|^ 
concemed, that we may give ut our account with jay unto him. That 
we may be the better able to do so, we judge it necessary for us to 

. leave in the hands of the churches a brief testimony to the cause <f 
God and his people in this land. And this the rather, because we 
are sensible that there is risen and rising' among us, a number who 
not only forsake the right ways of the Lord, wherein these holy 
churches have walked, but also labour to carry away as many oth- 
ers with them as they can. 

We are also informed that ro^xiy younger men of great worth, and 
and hearty friends unto the church-state oi the country, scarce know 
what interpretation to put upon it ; but find it a sensible disadvan- 
tage unto them that the elder men are so silent and remiss upon 
the manifest occasions, that call aloud for us to open our mouth in 
the cause of churches that we sfaeold be loth to see lead unto de» 
^ruction. 

3. We that saw tlie persons who from four famous colonies, as- 
sembled in the synod that agreed on our Platform of Church Discipline 
cannot forget their excellent character. They were men of gwe$A 
renown in the natioa from whence the Laudian Persecution exiled 
them ; their learning, their holiness, their gp*avitr struck all men 
that kn(*w them with admiration. They were Timothies in their 
houses, Chrysostomesin their pulpits, Augustines in their disputa- 
tions. The prayers, the studies, the humble enquiries with which 
they sought after the mind of God were as likely to prosper as any 
men^s upon earth. And the sufferings wherein they were confessors 
>2v the naeoe and the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ, add unto the 

^rffumeots which would persuade us thai out f;racv(MA\^Qicd would 

JTVsrd Modhoaonr themg witli commwuciilCmf^ tbnaX^ ^\aft^x^)S^^QA^ 
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to them. The famous Brig^tman had foretold, Ciariorem ham 
wdhac Solitudo dmbiu ^c* God would yet reveal more of the true 
shurch-atate unto Bome of hia faithful aerranta, whom he would 
lend into a wilderness that he might there have communion with 
them. And it was eminently accomplished in what waa done tor 
ind by the men tfGod^ that first erected churches for him in this 
American wilderness. 

We do therefore in the first place earnestly testify that if any 
irho are given to change do rise up to unhinge the v>eU tHabUthid 
ehurehes in this land, it will be the duty and interest of the churches 
to ezaoine whether the men of thh tre9ptu9 are more prayerful, 
more watchful, more zealous, more patient, more heavenly, more 
luiiviersally conscientious, and harder students, and better scholars, 
sod more willing to be informed and advised than those g^reat and 
good men who lefl unto the churches what they now enjoy ; if they 
be not 80 it will be wisdom for the children to forbear pulling down 
irith their own hands the houses of God, which were built by their 
wiser fathers^ until they have better satisfaction. 

It is not yet forgot by some surviving ear-witnesses of it, tha€ 
when the 5>ncx/ had finished the Platform of Church Discipline, they 
did with an extraordinary elevation of soul and voice then sing to- 
gether the tang of Motes the tervant tf God, and the song of the Lamb, 
m the fifteenth chapter of the Revelation : God forbid, that m the 
lota of that holv discipline, there should be hereafter occasion to 
sing about' breaking down the carved work of the houses of God 
with axes and hammers ; or take up the eightieth psalm for our 
lamentations. 

4. It was a joy unto us to see and read a book which the reve- 
rend president of our college lately published, under the title of 
"The order of the gospel, professed and practised by the churches 
of Christ in New'Englarui .•** a book most highly needful, and 
useful and seasonable, a most elaborate and weU composed work, 
and well suited unto those two worthy desigpns ; Ist. the maintain* 
ing the congregational church discipline ; and 2dly, the mainUdh- 
ihgthe sweet spirit of charity and communion towards the reform- 
ing presbyterians, who are our united brethren. But we must here 
withal testify, that in that worthy book there is nothing obtruded 
upon the churches but what they who were here capable of ob- 
serving what was done sixty years ago, do know to have been pro- 
ibaaed and practised in the churches of New-England ; (except in 
one or two) then and ever since until of late, some who were not 
then bom have suggested otherwise. Yea, 'tis well known, that the 
ehurches then publickly maintained those principles irt several judi- 
eioua discourses, which were never confiited by any men whatever 
unto tliis present time. And we do therefore most heartily com- 
mend that book of the oider of the gospel, unto the perusal and 
acceptance of the churches of the Lord. 

5. It waa one of the songs (as the Jewish masters tell us) in the 
feast of tabernacles, Bletted be our youth, nahith Kom twt nwad^ 
our old men ashamed. But alas, we that are oV^ tf«ti tkqaN. ^a^««^ 

puiwclfw MihMmmi whou we see after ^IhX &vs^^ wia^^^v ^'^ 
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fouCh, have ez|>reiBed and behaved themtelvei, and wkh whi 
they have ass'iiilted the order of the gospel in some thingi 
published and scattered about the country ; which have beei 
from ansvirering the arguments brought for our church ord< 
they have been tjy the wronderful providence of ClirisI made 
to establish the minda of serious christians in those ver) 
which they see so weakly and so rudely opposed. We have tau 
children in the catechism, called Milk for Babes, that there 1 
a covenant of God in the cliurches, wherein they give up then 
first unto the Lord to be his people, and then to the eldi 
brethren of the churches to set forward the worship of God a 
tual edification. And it cannot but be grievous unto us, as 
unto all serious christians, for my children of New-£ngland 
fully to vomit up their milk with scoffs upon that and other 
actions in our churches too horrible to be repeated. 

If they take away from us one of the song^ among the Jew 
would however leave us room for one of the sig^s uttered by 
among them ; the worst fruit which we eat in our youth excel 
best we now eat in our old age, for in oujr days the world is ch 

6 Concerning all sinful attempts to overturn the order of t1 
pel hitherto upheld in the churches of New-England, and t 
that glorious work of God, which we have seen him doing, 
aeries of remarkable providences, in erectiiig such cong^eg 
churches in these ends of the earth ; we would now therefor 
our testimony that they are doubtless displeasing to our L( 
sus Christy who walks in the midst of these golden candlesticl 
they will prove bitterness in the latter end. 

And thift we declare with the more concern upon our mir 
cause of an observation, so plain, that he that runs may read 

It is too observable that the power of godliness is excee 
deca3ring and expiring in the country ; and- one great point 
decay of the power of |^odliness> is men's growing weary 
congregational church discipline which is evidently calcuh 
maintain it. 

If that church discipline were more thoroughly and vigc 
kept alive^ even by those that make profession of it, it mii 
hoped, that the Lord would sanctify it, for the revival of ai 
Hness in the land. 

But if this church discipline come to be given upj we ti 
our duty to leave this warning with the churches that pr 
the apostacy will not stop there ; for the same spirit that w 
pose the next generation' to change their way m one poin 
dispose them t» more and more changes (even in doctriv 
worship aa. weU-aa in manners) until it may be feared, the c 
stick will quickly be removed out of its place. 

7. We do tberefere humbly propose it, unto aU the churcl 

a great expedient for the preservation of out church state 

more prayer, even whole days of prayer set apart for thi 

with other appointed means, may be used in the churches to 

Jhom the Lord the out-pouringa of t\\e s^mX. ot ^vlc^^ t^ti the 

S^^ocrMiioB. If 80 rich ft bl^tuns w«Tt gVAWA^^a Vva^ ^»ss \^* 
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FjOher win give his holy Spirit unto them thftt tsk it) and if the 
n$^ijg geoerttioii might he ft prayingi piousi deroot, and rejgen- 
ettfte generation^ there will not he sach danger aa now there jm, of 
^kiar easily giving away the precious legacy which their fathers, 
B0W behofding the face of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, left 
uito them, or of their doting upon mnoyations fatal to the oraer of 
the gospel among us. 

8. Now as aged Joseph said, I die, and God will surely visit yoti : 
eretf so, we the unworthy servants of the Lord, whose age bias us 
Bvery day look for death and our call to that world, where to be is 
br nr the best of all, do conclude with our prayers unto the Lord 
m these holy churches, that he would surely ^sit them, and grant 
mnchof his gracious presence and spirit in the midst of them ; and 
ndse up from time to time those who may be happy instruments of 
bHd^ng down the hearts of the parents into the children. The 
Lord b&ss these his churches, and keep them stedfast, both in the 
fldth and in the order of the gospel, and be with them, as he was 
witih their hxhtnt and never leave them nor forsake them. 

JOHN HIGOINSON. 

WILLIAM HUBBARD. 



POSTSCRIPT- 

MHAfocap testimony to the xAd principles of New England mey 
be the more distinctly apprehended, we recommend unto consider- 
itton three pages in the life of Mr. yuhn CattoHt written by hia 
gHmdson, Mr. Cotton Mather, p. 33, 34, 35. 

" Now that the worid may know the first principles of Kew-Eng* 
lihidy it must be known that until the Platform of church discipline, 
poMished by a Synod in the year li48, next unto the JKkltt wbicii 
MM the professed, perpetual, and only directory of these churches, 
lllejr had no platform on their church government, more exact than 
their famous yohn Cotton's well known book of the kevs ; which 
book endeavours to lay out the just lines and bounds of all church 

Ker,^ and so defines the matter, that as in the state there is a 
ersion of powers into several handi which are to concur into 
iSaets of common concernment, firom whence arises the healthy 
Odiistittttion of a commonwealth : in like sort, he assigns the 
ers in the churoh, unto several subjects, wherein the united 
it of scripture and of nature, have placed them with a very sat* 
actory distribution. 
** He asserts, that a presbyterated society of the faithfuli hath 
sithin itself a comfdete power of self-reformation, or if you will 
ifseif-preserration ; and may within itself, manage its own choices of 
officers, and censures of delinquents. Now a special ata.tMl<& Vw q»€ 
»r Lord having excepted women and c\uXdr«Tv itom eivysf>xv% %s^ 
4utaftbi8power,he finds only elden stfidbte\bse(aV)\^^Mt<iKi^'^^^' 
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ent' membeni, who mtjr aet-in •acUn tiered corporatimi t tlie elStei 
he finds the first subject etftrusted with govemment t the brethre 
endowed with privilege, in' so much that though the elders are t 
rule the church, and without them there can be no elections, ad 
missions, or exeommuoteations, and they haver a negative upb 
tlie acts of the fraternity, as well as 'tis they only that have th 
power of authoritative preaching and administering the sacraments 
Vet the brethren hJkve such a liberty" that without their consent, n< 
thing of commOh concernment may be imposed upon them. Kei 
ertheless, becaute particular churches of elders and brethren ma 
abuse their powers, with manifold miscarriages, he asserts the nc 
cessary communiaa of churches in Synodtt who have authority to df 
termine, declare;^and enjoin sueh^things as may rectify the mal-ad 
istrations of any disorders, dissentions^ and'confusions of the con 
gregations whidh fall under their cognizance. But still so as t 
leave unto the particular churches themselves, the fisrmal acti 
which are to be done pursuant uatb the advice of the cotfneil { u( 
on the scandalous and obstinate refusal whereof, the cOuncif ida 
determine to withdraw communion from the m^ as fit>m those wh 
will not be counselled, against a notorious mismanagement of thi 
jurisdiction which the Lord Jesus Christ has ispven them. Thl 
was the design of that judicious treatise, wherein was con 
tained the substance of our church discipline ; and whereof w 
have one remarkable thing to relate as-we g^ along. That grea 
person who afterwards provedone of the greatest scholars, divines, 
and writers in his age, then under prejudices of conversation, se 
himself to write a confutation of this very treatise of the Keys ; bu 
having made a considerable progress-in hts uudertaking^uch was tb 
strength of this unanswerable book, that instead of confuting it, 1 
conquered him ; and this book of the Keys, was happily so blessei 
of Grod for the conveyance efcongregational^ principles into the nov 
opened mind of this learned man, that he not only wrote in defeno 
of Mr. Cotton^ but also exposed himself to more than a little sorro^ 
and labour all his days for the maintaining of those principles. Up 
ob which occasion the words- of the Doctor (Owen in his^ review o 
the true nature of schism) are. This way of impartial examinin| 
aU things by the word, and laying aside all prejudicate respect un 
to persons-, or present traditions is a, course that I*- would admonisl 
all to beware of, who would avoid the danger of being made wha 
they call independents. Having said thus much of that book, al 
that we shall add concerning it is, that the eminent Mr. Rutha 
^</ himself, in his treatise entitled, '* A survey of the spiritual an 
tichrist.** has these words, " Mr.Co/ton in his treatise of the Keys c 
the kingdom of heaven, is well found in our way, if he had giv.ei 
some more power to assemblies^ and in some lesser points.'' 

JOHN HIGGINSON. 
WILLIAM HUBBARD. 
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ANSWER 



OF THE 



ELDERS and other MESSENGERS of the Churches, 
assembled at Boston^ in the year 1662. 

To the Questions propounded to them by order of the 

honorable General Court. 

Question 1 . WHO are the subjects of Baptism ? 

Anfwer. The answer may be given in the 
following Propositions, briefly confirmed from 
the Scriptures. 

1. They that according to scripture, are 
members of the visible church,are the subjefts of 
baptism. 

2. The members of the visible church accor- 
ding to scripture, are confederate visible be- 
lievers, in particular churches, and their infant 
seed, i e. children in minority, whose next 
parents, one or both, are in covenant. 

3. The infant-seed of confederate visible 
believers, are members of the same church with 
their parents, and when grown up, are person- 
ally under the watch, discipline and govern- 
ment of that church. 

4. These adult persons, are not therefore to 
be admitted to full communion, merely because 
they are and continue members, without such 
farther qualifications, as the wotd oi O^^ x^- 
^xreth thereunto. 

1 
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5. Church members who were admitted in 
TOinority, understanding the doctrine of faith^ 
and publicly professing their assent thereto; 
not scandalous in life, and solemnly owning the 
covenant before the church, wherein they give 
up themselves and their children to the Lord, 
and subject themselves to the government of 
Christ in the church, their children are to be 
baptised 

6. Such church members, who either by 
death, or some other extraordinary providence, 
have been inevitably. hindered from public act- 
ing as aforesaid, yet have given the church 
cause in judgment of charity to look at them 
as so qualified, and such, as had they been call- 
ed thereunto, would havje so acted j tlieir chil- 
dren are to be baptised. 

7. The members of orthodox churches being 
sound in the faith, and not scandalous in life, 
and presenting due testimony thereof j these 
occasionally coming from one church to anoth- 
er, may have their children baptised in the 
church whither they come, by virtue of com- 
munion of churches : But if they remove their 
habitation, they ought orderly to covenant and 
subject themselves to the government of Christ 
in the church where they settle their abode, 
and so their children to be baptised. It being 
the churches duty to receive such into commu- 
nion, so far as they are regularly fit for the 
same. 

The confirmation of these Propositions from 
the scripture followeth. 



PROPOSITION FIRST. 

They that according to scripture are mem^ 
bers of the visible church, are the subjects o£ 
baptism. 

The truth hereof may appear by the follow* 
ibg evidences from the word of God, 

1. When Christ saith. Go ye therefore and teach ^ 
or(as the Greek is)disciple all nations ^baptising them^ 
Mat. 28, 19, he expresseth the adequate sub- 
ject of baptism, to be disciples, or discipled ones. 
But disciples there, is the same with members 
of the visible church. 

For the visible church is Christ's school^ 
wherein all the members stand related and sub- 
jected to him, as their master and teacher, and 
so are his scholars or disciples, and under his 
teaching, as verse 20, And it is that visible 
spiritual kingdom of Christ,which he there, from" 
his kingly power, verse 18. sendeth them to set 
up and administer in verse 19. the subjefts 
whereof are under his laws and government, 
verse 20. Which subjefts (or members of that 
kingdom, i. e. of the visible church) are termed 
disciples, verse 1 9. Also in the ads of the A- 
postles (the story of their accomplishment of 
that commission) disciples are usually put for 
members of the visible church. Ads i. 15. In 
the midst of the disciples, who with others ad- 
ded to them, are called the church. Acts. ii. 47. 
The members whereof are again called disciples, 
Actsvi, 1,2. Actsix.l — against the disciples 
of the Lord, i. e. against the church of God, 
1: Cor. XV. 9. GaL i. 13. Acts ix. 26 • Ha 7CiK»\- 
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ed to join himself to the disciples. The disci- 
ples at Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, Jets xiv. 
21, 22, are called the church in each of these 
places, verse 23. So the church, verse 27, the 
disciples, verse 28. Jets xviii. 22, the church 
at Csesaria, Jcfsxxi. 16, the disciples at Caesaria, 
So Jcls xviii. 23, with chap. xv. 41, and Gal. i. 
2 Jets xviii. 27, and chap. xx. 1, with ver. 17, 
28. From all which it appeareth, that disciples 
in Mat. xxviii. 19, and members of the visible 
church, are terms equivalent : and disciples t >e- 
ing there by Christ himself made the subjects of 
baptism, it follows that the members of the vis- 
ible church are the subjects of baptism. 

2. Baptism is the seal of first entrance or ad- 
mission into the visible church, as appeareth 
from those texts, 1 Cor. xii. 13, baptised into 
one body, i. e. our entrance into the body 
or church of Christ is sealed by baptism ; and 
Rom. vi. 3, 5. Gal. iii, 27, where it is shewed, 
that baptism is the sacrament of union or of in- 
grafting into Christ the head, and consequently 
into the church his body ; and from the Apos- 
tles constant practice in baptizing persons upon 
their first coming in, or first giving up them- 
selves to the Lord and them. Jets viii. 12, and 
xvi. 15, 33^ and xviii. 8, and in Jets ii. 41, 42, 
they were baptized at their first adding to the 
church, or admission into the Apostles fellow- 
ship, wherein they afterward continued. — 
And from its answering unto circumcision, 
which was a seal of initiation or admission into 
^Ae church : Hence it belongs to all and only 
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those that are entered into, that are within, or 
that are members of the visible church. 

S. They tliat according to scripture are mem* 
bers of the visible church, they are in covenant ; 
for it is the covenant that constitutes the church, 
Deut. xxix. 12, 13. They must enter into cov- 
enant, that they might be established the people 
or church of God. Now the iniatory seal is 
affixed to the covenant, and appointed to run 
parallel therewith. Gen. xvii. 7, 9, 10, 11, so 
circumcision was : and hence called the cove- 
nant. Gen. xvii. 13, Mis vii. 8, and so baptism 
is, being in like manner annexed to the prom- 
ise or covenant. Ad. ii. 38, 39, and being the 
seal that answereth to circumcision. Col. ii. 1 l,12r 

4* Christ doth sanctify and cleanse the church 
by the washing of water, i. e. by baptism, Ephes. 
▼. 25, 26. Therefore the whole church, and so 
all the members thereof (who are also said in 
scripture to be sanctified in Christ Je&us, 1 Cor. 
i. 2,) are the subjects of baptism. And al- 
though it is the invisible church, unto the spir- 
itual and eternal good whereof, this and all 
other ordinances lastly have respect, and which 
the place mentioned in Ephes. v. may in a spe- 
cial manner look unto, yet it is the visible 
church that is the next and immediate subject 
of the administration thereof. For the subject 
of visible external ordinances to be administer- 
ed by men, must needs be visible. And so the 
Apostles baptized sundry persons, who were of 
the visible, but not of the iuvldVAe cWxOc^^ -k^ 
Simon Magus, Ananias audSaig\x\t'3i>^^^^^^^'^' 
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And these are visibly purchased and sjanctlfied 
by the blood of Christ, the blood of the cove- 
nant, Acts XX. 28. Heb. x. 29. Therefore the 
visible seal of the covenant and of cleansing by 
Christ's blood, belongs to them. 

5, The circumcision is often put for the 
whole Jewish church, or for the members of 
the visible church under the Old Testament. 

Those within are expressed by the circum- 
cised and those without by the uncircumcis- 
ed Rom. xv. 8. and iii. 30. Ephes/\i. 11. Judg. 
xiv. 3, and xv. 18. 1 Sam. xiv. 6. and xvii. 26, 
SQ. Jer. ix. 25, 26. Hence by proportion bap- 
tism (which is our Gospel circumcision, CoL ii. 
11, 12.) belongs to the whole visible church 
under the New Testament. Actual and per- 
sonal circumcision was indeed proper to the 
males of old, females being but inclusively and 
virtually circumcised, and so counted of the cir- 
cumcision : but the Lord hath taken away that 
difference now, and appointed baptism to be 
personally applied to both sexes. Acts viii. 12. 
and xvi. 15. GaL iii. 28. So that every par- 
ticular member of the visible church is now a 
subject of baptism. We conclude therefore * 
that baptism pertains to the whole visible 
church, and to all and every one therein, and 
to no other. 

PROPOSITION SECOND. 

The n(embers of the visible church accord- 

Jng to scripture^ are confederate visible believ- 

ers^ in parU'cuJar churches, and t\ve\x Viitacox t^^^^^ 
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i. e. children in minority, whose next parents, 
Dne or both are in covenant. 

Sundry particulars are comprised in this Prop* 
Dsition, which we may consider and confirm 
distinctly. 

Par. 1. Adult persons who are members of 
:he visible church, are by rule confederate visi- 
>le believers, .,4^/^ v. 14. Believers were added 
:o the Lord. The believing Corinthians were 
Tiembers of the church there, Acts xviii. 8, with 
L Cor. i. 2, and xii. 27. The inscriptions of 
he Epistles written to churches, and calling 
he members thereof saints and faithful, shew 
he same thing. Ephes. i. 1. PhiL i. 1. Col i. 2» 
A.nd that confederation, i. e. covenanting ex* 
plicit or implicit, (the latter preserveth the es- 
sence of confederation, the former is duty and 
Tiost desirable) is necessary to make one a 
nember of the visible church, appears, !.• Be- 
:ause the church is constituted by covenant : 
?or there is between Christ and the church, the 
iiutual engagement and relation of king and 
iubjects, husband and spouse ; this cannot be 
Dut by covenant, (internal if you speak of the 
invisible church, external of the visible) a 
church is a company that can say, God is our 
God, and we are his people ;. this is from the 
covenant between God and them. I eut. xxix* 
12, 1 3. Ezek. xvi. 8, 2. The church of the Old 
Testament was the church of God, by covenant. 
Gen. xvii. Deut. xxix. and was reformed still by 
renewing of the covenant, 2 Cfcron -xn.x^. tc^^ 
Tudii. J6, and xxxxw. SI, 3!i. JNeb, vsl. ^^. ^^^ 
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the churches of the gentiles undet the new tes^- 
tament, ftand upon the same basis or root with 
the church of the old testament, and therefore 
are conftituted byxovenant as that was, Rom. xi; 
17, 18. Ephes. ii. 11, 12, 19,andiii. 6. Heb. yiiu 
10. 3. Baptism enters us into the church sa- 
cramentally,i. e. by sealing the covenant. The 
covenant therefore is that which constitutes the 
church, and infers memberships and is the vow 
in baptism commonly spoken of. 

Par. 2. The members of the visible church, 
are such as are confederate in particular church-^ 
66. It may be minded that we are here speak- 
ing of members, so stated in the visible church, 
as that they are subjects to whom church or- 
dinances may regularly be administered, and 
that according to ordinary dispensation. For 
Were it granted, that the Apostles and Evan* 
gelists did sometimes baptize such as were not 
members of any particular church, yet their 
extraordinary office, large power and commis-^ 
sion, renders them not imitable therein by or- 
dinary officers. For then they might baptize 
in private without the presence of a christain 
assembly, as Philip did the Eunuch. But that 
in ordinary dispensation the members of the- 
visible church according to scripture, are such 
as are members of some particular church, ap-- 
pears, 1. Because the visible believer that pro- 
fessedly covenants with God, doth therein give 
up himself to wait on God in all his ordinances, 
Zkw. xxvi. 17, 18. Maf. xxviii. 19^ 20. But 
sU the ordinances of God axeXo\i^ w^o^^^w^- 
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ly in a particular church. For how often do 
we find in the scripture, that they came together 
into one place (or met as a congregational par- 
ticular church) for the observation and enjoy- 
ment of the ordinances. Acts ii. 1, 44, 46, and 
iv. 31, and xi. 26, and xx. 7. 1 Cor. v. 4, and 
xi. 18, 20, S3, and xiv. 23. 2. The Apostle 
in his Epistles writing to saints or believers, 
writes to them as in particular churches, J Cor* 
i. 2.^ Ephes. i. 1. PbiU i. 1. CoU i. 2. And 
when the story of the acts speaks of disciples 
other places shew that those are understood 
to be members of particular churches. Acts. 
xviii. 23, with GaU i. 2. Acts. xxi. 16, with 
chap, xviii. 22. Acts. xi. 26, and 14, 22, 
23, 27, 28. All which shews that the scrip- 
ture acknowlcdgeth no settled orderly estate of 
visible believers in covenant with God, but on- 
ly in particular churches, 3. The members of 
the visible church are disciples, as was above 
cleared ; now disciples are under discipline, and 
liable to church censures, for they are stated 
subjects of Christ's laws and government. Mat. 
xxviii. 1 9, 20, but church-government and cen- 
sures are extant now in ordinary dispensation, 
only in a particular church. Mat. xviii. 17. 1 
Qor. V. 4. 

Par. 3. The infant-seed of confederate vis- 
ible believers, are also members of the visible 
church. The truth of this is evident from the 
scriptures and reasons following. 

Arg. 1. The covenant of Abraham, as to 
the substance thereof, viz. that whereby God 
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declares himself to be the God of the faithful 
and their seed. Gen. xvii. 7, continues under 
the gospel, as appears, 1. Because the believ- 
ing inchurched Gentiles under the New Testa- 
ment, do stand upon the same root of cove- 
nanting Abraham, which the Jews were broken 
of from Rom. xi. 1 6, 1 7, 18. 2, Because Abra- 
ham in regard of that covenant was made a 
father of many nations. Gen. xvii, 4, 5, even 
of Gentiles as well as Jews, under the New* 
Testament as well as Old, Rom. iv. 16, 17. — 
Gal. iii. 29^ i. e. in Abraham, as a pattern and 
root, God (not only shewed how he justifies 
the believer. Gal. iii. 6, 9. Rom. 4, but also) 
conveyed that covenant to the faithful and their 
* seed in all nations, Luke xix. 9. If a son of 
Abraham, then salvation, i. e. the covenant 
dispensation of salvation, is come to his house. 
S. As that covenant was communicated to pros- 
elite Gentiles under the Old Testament, so its- 
communication to the inchurched Gentiles un- 
der the New-Testament is clearly held forth in 
divers places, Gal. iii. 14. the blessing of Abra^ 
ham comprised both the internal benefits of 
justification by faith, &c. which the Apostle is 
here treating of; and the external dispensation 
of grace in the visible church to the faithful and 
their seed, G^n. xxviii. 4, but the whole bless- 
sing of Abraham, (and so the whole covenant)' 
is come upon the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, 
Eph. ii. 12, 19. They have been strangers, but 
now were no more strangers from the cove- 
nants of promise, i. e. from the covenant o^ 
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3;race9 which had been often renewed, especiaL 
y with Abraham and the house of Israel, and 
Iiad been in the external dispensation of it, their 
'2>eculiar portion, so that the Ephesians, who 
=v^ere afar off, being now called and made nigh, 
-z;^r. 13—17, they have the promise, or the cove- 
jiant of promise to them, and to their children, 
according to Acts ii. 39, and sc are partakers of 
that covenant of Abraham, that we are speak- 
ing of. Eph. iii. 6. The inchurched Gentiles 
aire put into the same inheritarce for substance 
^both as to invisible and visible benefits accord- 
5ng to their respective C()nditii>nb) are of the 
same body, and partakers of the same promise, 
"^th the Jesvs. the children of /^biaham of old. 
The same may be gathered from Gen. ix. 27. 
Mat. viii. 11, and 21,43. 4. Sundry scrip- 
tures which extend to gospel times, do confirm 
the same interest to the seed of the faithful, 
which is held forth in the covenant of Abra- 
ham, and consequently do confirm the contin- 
uance of that covenant, as Exod. xx. 6, therein 
the sanction of a nioral and perpetual command- 
ment, and that respecting ordinances, the por- 
tion of the church, God declaretli himself to be 
a God of mercy, to them that love him, and to 
their seed after them in their generations : con- 
sonant Xo Gen. XV ii. 7, compare here with PsaL 
cv. 8, 9, nd Deut. vii. 9. 

Deut. XXX. 6. The grace signified by circum- 
cision is there promised to parents and children, 
importing the covenant t6 both, 'wVacXx c\\.c«syKv- 
cmon sestkd, Cen. xvii. and \.\v^t \s -^ ^g^^^ 
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premise, as the Apostle citing part of that con- 
text, as the voice of the gospel shews, Ronu x.--— 
vi. viii, with DeuU xxx. 11. — xiv. and itreach- 
eth to the Jews in the latter days. wr. 1—5. 

Isa. Ixv. 23. In the most glorious gospel- 
state of the church, ver. 1 7 — 1 9, the blessing of 
the Lord is the promised portion of the off- 
spring or children, as well as of the faithful par- 
ents, so Isai. xliv. 3, 4. hat. lix. 20, 21. E^^ek. 
xxxvii. 25, 26.. at the future calling of the Jews, 
which those texts have reference to {Rc7n. xi. 
26. Ezek. xxxvii. 1 9—22, 23, 24,) their chil- 
dren shall be under the promise or covenant of 
special grace to be conveyed to them in the or- 
dinances, Isai. lix. 21, and be subjects of David, 
i. e. Christ their King. Ezek. xxxvii. 25, and 
have a portion in his sanctuary, ver. 26, and 
this according to the tenor of the ancient cov- 
enant of Abraham, whereby God will be their 
God, (viz> both of parents and children) and 
they shall be his people, ver. 26, 27. Now al- 
though more abundant fruits of the covenant 
may be seen in those times, and the Jews then 
may have more abundant grace given to the 
body of them to continue in the covenant ; yet 
the tenor and frame of the covenant itseif, is 
one and the same, both to Jews and Gentiles 
under the New-Testament, Gal. iii. 28. CoL 
iii. 11. Heb. viii. 10. The house of Israel, i. e. 
the church of God both among Jews and Gen- 
tries under the New-Testament, have that cov- 
enant rnade with them*; the sum whereof is, I 
will be their God, and they s\\^\\\)^m^^^o^gV^% 
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"^hich is a renewing of that covenant of Abra- 
'3iam, in Gen. xvii. (as the same is very often 
^Dver in those terms renewed in scripture, and 
MS distinguished from the law, Gal. iii. 16, 17, 
Jieb^ viii. 9,) wherein is implied Gods being a 
<Jod to the seed, as well as parents, and taking 
T^oth to be his people, though it be not express- 
ed ; even as it is often plainly implied in that ex- 
^y ression of the covenant in other places of scrip- 
.-Eure, Deui. xxix. IS. Jer* xxxi. 1, and 32, S8, 
^9, and xxiv. 7, and xxx. 22, 20. Ezek. xxxvii. 
^7, 25. Also the writing of the law in the 
Xieart, in Heb. viii. 10, is that heart-circumd- 
^ion which Deut. xxx. 6, extends both to par- 
<^nts and seed. And the term house of Israel^ 
doth according to scripture-use fitly express and 
t:ake in (especially as to the external administra- 
^ ion of the covenant) both parents and children, 
^mong both which are found that elect and 
saved. number, that make up the visible Israel, 
compare Jer. xiii. 1 1 , and ix. 26. Isai. v. 7* 
ffoj. i. 6. E%ek. xxxix. 25. Neither may we 
exclude the least in age from the good of that 
promise, Heb^ viii. 1 1 , (they being sometimes 
pointed to by that phrase, from the least to the 
greatest, Jer* xliv. 12, with verse 7,) no more 
than the least in other respects \ compare hau 
liv. 13. 

In Acts ii. 39, at the passing of those Jews in* 
to New- Testament church- estate, the Lord is 
so far from repealing the covenant interest that 
i was granted unto children itv tK^ foxxsx^x '\^'5i* 
I xvmentj or from makin<T t)>e cWAtc^^ vV-^: > 
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iosers by their parents faith, that he doth ex- 
pressly renew the old grant, and tells them that 
the promise or covenant (for the promise and 
the covenant ^re terms that do mutually infer 
each other j compare Acts iii. 25. Gal. iii. 16, 
17, 18, 49. Rom. iv. 16. Heb.\]. 17,) is to 
them and to their children ; and the same is 
asserted to be the appointed portion of the far 
oflF Gentiles, whien they should be called* By 
all which it appeareth, that the covenant of 
Abraham, Gen. xvii. 7, whereby God is the 
God of the faithful and their seed, continues 
under the gospel. 

Now if the seed of the faithful be still in the 
covenant of Abraham^ then they are members 
of the visible church. 1. Because that cove- 
nant of Abraham, Gen. xvii, 7. was properly 
church-covenant, or the covenant which God 
makes with his visible church, i. e. the cove- 
nant of grace considered in the external dispen- 
sation of it, and in the promises and privileges 
that belong to that dispensation : F6r many 
were taken into that covenant, that were never 
of the invsible church : And by that covenant, 
the femily of Abraham, as also by the renewing 
thereof, the house of Israel, were afterward es- 
tablished the visible church of God, Gen. xvii. 
and Deut. xxix. 12, 13, and from that covenant 
men might be broken oflf, G^«xvii. 14. Ronu 
xi. 17, 19» and to that covenant, circumcision, 
the badge of church-membership was annexed. 
Therefore the covenanters therein were and 



85 

enant the seed are spoken of in terms describ<- 
iflg or inferring church-membership, as well as 
their parents ; for they have God for their 
God, and are his people, as well as the parents. 
Gen. xvii, 7, 8, with DeuL xxij?. 11, 13. They 
have the covenant made with them, Deuf. xxix. 
I4f, 1 5^ and the covenant is said to be between 
God and them (between me and thee, and be- 
tween thy seed after thee : So the Hebrew runs} 
Gen. xvii. 7. They are also in that covenant ap- 
pointed to< be the subjects of the initiatory seal 
of the covenant, the seal of membership, Gen^ 
xvii. 9, 10, 1 1 . Therefore the seed are accord- 
ing ta that covenant, members of the visible 
church, as well as their parents. 

Arc. 2. Such seed or children are federally 
holy, I Con vii. 14. The word holy as ap* 
plied to any sort of persons^ is never in scrip- 
ture used in a lower sense, than for federal or 
covenant-holiness, (the covenant holiness of the 
visible church) but very often in that sense, 
Ezra ix. 2. Deta. vii. 6, and xiv. 2, 21, and 
zxvi. 1 9, and xxviii. 9. Exod. xix. 6. Dan. 
viii. 24, and xii. 7. Rom. xi. 1 6. so that to siy 
they are holy in this sense, viz. by covenant- 
rdation, and separation to God in his church, i& 
as much as to say, they are in the covenant of 
the visible church, or members of it. 
Ako, 3. From Mark x. 14, 15, 16. Mat. 
I xix. 14, childrens membership in the visible 
f church, is either the next and immediate sense 
of those words of Christ, Of such is the kingdom 
rf heaven;, and so the kingdom of heaven^ otoC 
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God, is not rarely used in other scriptures t& 
express the visible church, or church-estate. 
Mat. XXV. 1, and xxi. 43, and viii. i 1, 12, or it 
evidently follows from any other sense that can 
rationally be given of the words. For those 
may not be denied a place and portion in the visi- 
ble church, whom Christ affirms to have a por- 
tion in the kingdom, either of invisible grace,, 
or of eternal .glory : Nor do any in ordinary 
course pass into the kingdom of glory hereafter, 
but through the kingdom of grace in the visi- 
ble church here. Add also, that Christ there 
graciously invites and calls little children to 
him, is greatly displeased with those that would 
hinder them, asserts them, notwithstanding 
their infancy, to be exemplary in receiving the 
kingdom of God, embraceth them in his arms, 
and blesseth them ; all which shews Christ^s 
dear affection to, and owning of the children 
of the church, as a part of his kingdom y whom- 
we therefore may not disown, lest we incur his 
displeasure, as the disciples did. 

Arg. 4. Such seed or children are disciples 
according to Mtf/. xxviii. 1 9, as appears, 1. Be- 
cause subjects of Christ's kingdom are equiva-* 
lent with disciples there, as the frame of .that 
text shews, verse 18, 19, 20, but such children 
are subjects of Christ's kingdom, or of the king- 
dom of heaven, Mat. xix. 14. In the discipling 
of all nations intended in Mat. xxviii. 19, 
the kingdom of God, which had been the por- 
tion of the Jews, was communicated to the Gen- 
tj'Ies, according to Mat. xxi. 43. But in th^ 
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est or portion. Mark x. 14. 2. The Apostles 
in accomplishing that commission, Mat. xxviii. 
>9^ did disciple some children, viz. the children 
of discipled parents. Acts. ii. 39, and xv. 10. — 
They are there called and accounted disciples^ 
whom the false teachers would have brought 
under the yoke of circumcision after the man- 
ner of Moses, verse 1, 5* But many of those 
were children, Blxod. xii. 48. A^ts. xxi. 2U 
Lydia and her household ; the jailor and all his 
were discipled and baptized. Acts. xvi. 15, 31, 
S3. Paul at Corinth took in the children into 
the holy school of Christ, 1 Cor. vii. 14. 3. 
Such children belong to Christ, for he calls them 
to him as his, to receive his blessing, Mark x. 
18, 16. They are to be received in his name,. 
Mark ix. 37. Luke ix. 48. They have a part- 
in the Lord, Josh. xxii. 24j 25^ Therefore they 
are disciples ; for to belong to Christ, is to be 
a disciple of Christ, Mark ix. 41, with Mat. x. 
42. Now if they be disciples, then they are 
members of the visible church, as from the e- 
^livalency of those terms was before shewed. 

Aro. 5. The whole current and harmony of 
scripture shews, that ever since there was a vis- 
ible church on earth, the children thereof have 
by the Lord's appointment been a part of it.— 
So it was in the Old, and it is and shall be so 
m the New-Testament. Eve, the mother of all 
fiving, hath a promise made. Gen. lii. 15^ not 
only of Christ the head seed, but X.Yvtom'^ \vvwc 

iboofa. church seedp to proceed tioxa^^: Nsv' 

2* 
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continual lineal succession, which should con- 
tinually be at visible enmity with, and stand at 
a distance, or be Separated from, the seed of the 
serpent. Under that promise* made to Eve and 
her seed, the children of Adam are born, and 
arfe a part of the church in Adam's family : Ev- 
en Cain was so. Gen. iv. IS, till cast out of the 
presence of -God therein, verse 14, being now 
manifestly one- of the seed of the serpent, 1 John 
iii. 12, and so becoming the Father of a wick- 
ed unchurched race. But then God appointed 
unto Eve another, viz. Seth, in whom to con- 
tinue the line of her church seed. Gen. iv. 25. 
How it did continue in his seed in their genera- 
tion. Gen. V. sheweth. Hence the children of 
the church are called sons of God, (which is as 
much as members of the visible church) in con- 
tradiction to the daughters of men. Gen. vi. 2. 
If righteous Noah be taken into the Ark, (then 
the only preserving place of the church) his 
children are taken in with him. Gen. vii. 1^ 
though one of them, viz. Ham, after proved 
degenerate and wicked ; but till he so appears, 
he is continued in the church with his breth- 
ren ; so Gen. ix. 25, 26, 27, as the race of Ham,, 
or his son Canaan (parent and children) are curs- 
ed ; so Shem (parent and children) is bles- 
sed, and continued in the place of blessing, 
the church : As Japhet also, or Japhetes posteri- 
ty (still parent and children) shall in time be 
brought in. The holy line mentioned in Gen, 
xi. 10.— 26, shews how the church continued in 
the seed of Shem, from him unto Abraham. 
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When that-race grew degenerate. Josh. xxiv. 2, 
then God called Abraham out of his country, 
and from his kindred, and established his cove- 
nant with him, which still took in parents and 
children. Gen. xvii. 7, 9.. So it did after in the 
house of Israel, Deut. xxix, 11, 12, IS, and 
when any eminent restoration or establishment 
is promised to the church, the children thereof 
Tare still taken in, as sharers in the same, PsaL 
cii. 16, 28, and Ixix. 35, 36, Jen xxxii. 38, 39. 
Isa. Ixv. 18, 19, 23. Now when Christ comes 
to set up the Gospel administration of his church 
in the New Testament, under the term of the 
kingdom of heaven. Mat. iii. 2, and xi. 11, he 
is so far from taking away childrens portion and 
membership therem, that himself asserts it, 
Mai. xix, 14. The children of the Gentile, but 
now believing Corinthians, are holy, 1 Cor. vii, 
14. The Apostle writing to the churches of 
Ephesus and Colosse, speaks to children, as a 
pan thereof, Eph. vu 1. Col. iii. 20. The in- 
churched Romans, and other Gentiles, stand 
on the root of covenanting Abraham, and in 
the olive or visible church, they and their chil- 
dren, till broken off (as the Jews were) by pos- 
itive unbelief^ or rejection of Christ, his truth 
or government, Rom. xi. 13, 16, 17 — 22. The 
children of the Jews, when they shall be called, 
shall be as aforetime in Church^state, Jer. xxx. 
20j with xxxi. 1. Eizek. xxxvii. 25—28. From 
all which it appears, that the series, or whole 
frame and current of scripture-expressions, doth 
hold forth the continuance of childrens mem-^ 
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bership in the visible church, from the Jbegin^ 
ning to the end of the world. 

Parti c. 4. The seed or children who became- 
members together vnth their parents, (i. e. by- 
means of their parents covenanting) are 
children in minority i^ This appea^rs, 1. Be- 
cause such children are holy by their parents 
covenanting, who would else be unclean, 1 Cor^r 
vii. 14, but they would not else necessarily be 
unclean, if they were adult ; for then they might 
act for themselves, and so be holy by their per- 
sonal covenanting : Neither on the other hand 
would they necessarily be holy, if adult, (as he 
asserts the children there to be) for they might 
continue Pagans. Therefore the Apostle in- 
tends only infants or children in minority. 2. 
It is a principle that carries evidence of light 
and reason with it, as to all transactions, civil. 
and ecclesastical, that if a man be of age he - 
should answer for himself, John ix. 2K • They 
that are come to years of discretion, so as to 
have knowledge and understanding, fit to act in 
X matter of that nature, or to covenant by their 
own personal act. Neb. x. 28, 29. Isa. xliv. 5. 
S. They that are regularly taken in with their 
parents, are reputed to be visible entertainers of 
the covenant^ and avouchers of God to be their 
God, Deut. xxvi. 7, 1 8, with Deut. xxix. II, 
12. But if adult children should, without re- 
g;ird to their own personal act, be taken in with^ 
their parents, then some might be reputed en-^ 
tertaiaers, thsit are manifest rejecters of the 

cx?venantf /or so an adult SOU ot ^wl^V^x <:S. ^ 

^odly parent may be. 
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Partic. S. It IS requisite to the membership 
cf children, that the next parents one or both, 
be in covenant. For although after-generatiofls 
have no small benefit by their pious ancestors, 
who derive federal holiness to their succeeding 
generations, in case they keep their standing in 
the covenant, and be not apostates from it, yet 
the piety of ancestors sufficeth not, unless the 
next parent continue in covenant, Rom. xi. 22. 
1 . Because if the next parent be cut or broken 
oflF, the following seed are broken off, also, 
Exod. XX. 5. Rom. xi. 17, 19, 20, as the Gen- 
tile believing parents and children were taken 
in ; so the Jews parents and children were then 
broken off. 2. One of the parents must be a 
believer, or else the children are unclean, 1 Con 
vii. 14, 3. If children may be accounted mem- 
bers and baptized, though the next parents be 
not in covenant, then the church should be 
bound to baptize those, whom she can.havQ no> 
power over, nor hope concerning, to see them 
brought up in the true christian religion, and un- 
der the ordinances : For the next parents being 
wicked, and not in covenant, may carry away, 
and bring up their children to serve other gods. 
4. If we stop not at the next parents, but grant 
that ancesters may, notwithstanding the aposta- 
cy of the next parenjs, convey membership un^ 
to children, then we should want a ground 
where to stop, and then all the children on 
earth should have a right to membership and; 
baptism* 
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PROPOSITIOK THIRD. 

, S. The infant-seed of confederate visible be- 
lievers, are members of the same church with 
their parents, and when grown up, are person- 
ally under the watch, discipline and government 
of that church. 

1. That they are members of the same church- 
with their parents, appears, !• Because so were 
Isaac and Ishmael of Abrahams family church, 
and the children of the Jews and proselytes of 
Israels national church ; and there is the same 
reason for children now to be of the same con- 
gregational church with their parents. Christ's 
care for children and the scope of the covenant, 
as to obligation unto order and government, ig 
asgreat now,as then. 2. Either they are mem* 
bers of the same- church with their parents, or 
of some other church, or non-members ; but 
neither of the latter ; therefore the former.-— 
That they are not non-tnembers was before 
proved in proposition 2, particular 3, and if not 
members of the same church with their parents,, 
then of no other. For if^there be not reason 
sufficient to state them members of that church 
where their parents have covenanted for them, 
and where ordinarily they are baptized and do^ 
inhabit, then much less is there reason to make 
them members of any other, and so they will 
be members of no particular church at all ; and 
it was before shewed, that there is no ordinary 
and orderly standing estate of church-menibers, 
but in some particular church. 3. The same 
coveaant'Zct b accounted th^ act of parent and 
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tiiild : but the parents covenanting rendered 
himself a member of this particular church'; 
therefore so it renders the child also. How can 
children come in with and by their parents, and 
yet come into a church, wherein and whereof 
their parents are not, so as that they siiould be 
of one church, and their parents of another: 
4. Children are in an orderly and regular state : 
for they are in that state, wherein the order of 
God's covenant,and his institution therein, hath 
placed them ; they being members by virtue of 
the covenant of God. To say their standing is 
disorderly, would be to impute disorder to the 
order of God*s covenant,or irregularity to the 
rule. Now all will grant it to be mo^t orderly and 
•regular jthat everychristian be a member in some 
particular church, and in that particular church 
^where his regular habitation is ; which to chil- 
dren usually is, where their parents are : If 
the rule call them to remove, then their mem- 
bership ought orderly to be translated to the 
church, whither they remove. Again, order 
requires that the child, and the power of gov- 
^ernment over the child, should go together.-— 
It would bring shame and confusion for the 
child to be from under government, Prov. xxix. 
J5, and parental and ecclesiastical government 
concurring, do mutually help and strengthen 
<each other. Hence the parent and child fnust 
be members of the same church ; unless the 
child be by some special providence so remov- 
ed, as that some other person ha^th tlv^ ^^^^x 
ever him. 



^. That when these children are grown up, 
they are personally under the watch, discipline 
and government of that church, is n)anifest : 
for, 1. Children were under Patriarchal and Mo- 
saical displine of old. Gen. xviii. J 9, and xxi> 9, 
10, 1 2. Gal. V. 3, and therefore under congrega- 
tional discipline now. 2. They are within the 
church, or members-thereof, (as hath been, and 
after will be further proved) and therefore sub- 
ject to church judicature, 1 Cor. v. 12. 3. They 
are disciples, and therefore under discipline in 
Christ's school, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 4. They are 
in church-covenant, therefore subject to church- 
power, G^w. xvii. 7, with chap, xviii. 1 9. 5. They 
are subjects of the kingdom of Christ, and 
therefore under the laws and government of his 
kingdom, Ezek. xxxvii. 2[5, 26. 6. Bajptism 
leaves the baptized (of which number these 
children are) in a state of subjection to the au- 
thoritive teaching of Christ^s ministers, and to 
the observation of all his commandments, Mai, 
xxviii. 19, 20, and therefore in a state of sub- 
jection unto discipline. 7. Elders are charged 
to take heed unto, and to feed (i. e. both to 
teach and rule, compare Ezek. xxxiv. 3, 4.) All 
the flock or church, over which the holy Ghost 
hath made them overseers. Jets. xx. 28. That 
children are a part of the flock, was before prov- 
ed : and so Paul accounts them, writing to the 
same flock or church of Ephesus, Epb. vi. 1 , 8> 
Otherwisie irreligion and apostacy would inev-. 
itably break into churches, and no church-way 
Je/t by Christ to prevent ox VveA xk^^'wsx^^ 
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which would also bring many church-members 
under that dreadful judgment of being left a* 
lone in their wickedness, Hos. iv. 16, 17. 

PROPOSITION FOURTH. 

These adult persons, are not therefore to be 
admitted to full communion, merely because 
Jthey are and continue members, without such 
further qualifications, as the word of God re- 
•quireth thereunto. 

The truth hereof is phin, !• From 1 Cor. 
xi. 28, 29, where it is required, that such as 
come to the Lord's supper, be able to examine 
themselves, and to discern the Lord's body ; 
^Ise they will eat and drink unworthily, and 
^t and drink damnation, or judgment to them* 
selves, when they partake of this ordinance.— 
But meer membership is • separable from such 
ability to examine ones self, and discern the 
Lord's body : as in the children of the cove- 
nant, that grow up to years is too often seen. 
"2. In the Old Testament, though men did con- 
tinue members of the church, yet for ceremo* 
nial uncleanness they were to be kept from full 
communion in the holy things. Lev. vii. 20, 
21. Numb. ix. 6, 7, and xix. 13, 20, yea and 
the Priests and Porters in the Old Testament 
had special charge committed to them, that 
men should not partake in all the holy things, 
unless duly qualified for the same, notwithstand- 
ing their membership, 2. Chron. xxiii. 19.—*- 
Ezek. xxiL 26, and xliv. 7, 8, 9, 23, and there- 
fore much more in these Uu\e?»^ 'w\vi\^^ \!w^x'^ 

3 
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fitness and spiritual qualifications are wanting, 
membership alone is not sufficient for full com- 
munion-v More was required to adult persons 
eating the passover, then meer membership : 
therefore so there is now to the Lord's supper. 
For they were to eat to the Lord, Exodus xii, 
14, which is expounded in 2 Cbron. xxx. where, 
keeping the passover to the Lord, verse 5 im- 
ports and requires exercising repentance, verse 
6, 7, their actual giving up themselves to the 
Lord, verse 8, heart preparation for it, verse 
19, and holy rejoicing before the Lord, verse 
21, 25. See the like in Ezra vi. 21, 22. 3. 
Though all members of the church are subjects 
of baptism, they and their children, yet all 
members may not partake of the Lord's supper, 
as is further manifest from the diflferent nature 
of baptism and the Lord's supper. Baptism 
firstly and properly seals covenant-holiness, as 
circumcision did. Gen. xvii. church-member- 
ship, Rom. xv. 8, planting into Christ, Rom. vi. 
and so members, as such, are the subjects of 
baptism, Mat. xxviii. 19. But the Lord's sup- 
per is the sacrament of growth in Christ, and 
of special communion with him, 1 Cor. x. 1 6, 
which supposeth a special renewing and exer- 
cise of faith and repentance in those that par- 
take of that ordinance. Now if persons, even 
when adult, may be and continue members, 
and yet be debarred from the Lord's supper, 
until meet qualifications for the same do appear 
in them, then may they also (until like qualifi- 
cations) be debarred from th^t ^ower of voting 
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in the church, which pertains to males in full 
communion. It seems not rational, that those 
who are not themselves fit for all ordinances, 
should have such an influence referring to all 
ordinances, as voting in election of officers, ad- 
mission and censures of members doth import. 
For how can they who are not able to examine 
and judge for themselves, be thought able and 
fit to discern and judge in the weighty affairs of 
the house of God r 1 Cor. xi. 28, 31, with 1 Cor. 
V. 12. 

PROPOSITION FIFTH. 

Church-members who were admitted in mi- 
nority, understanding the doctrine of faith, and 
publickly professing their assent thereto ; not 
scandalous in life, and solemnly owning the cov- 
enant before the church, wherein they give up 
themselves and their children to the Lord, and 
subject themselves to the government of Christ 
in the church, their children are to be baptized. 
• This is evident from the arguments follow- 
ing; 

These children are partakers of that which is 

the main ground of baptizing any children 
whatsoever, and neither the parents nor the 
children do put in any barr to hinder it. 

1. That they partake of that which is the 
main ground of baptizing any, is clear : Because 
interest in the covenant is the main ground of 
title to baptism, and this these children have. 
1. Interest in the covenant, is the ta^vt\ <g:QwxA 
of title to baptism j for so Vtv \.\v& 0\^ '^^^x.-^- 
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ment, this was the ground of title to circumci- 
sion, Gen. xvii. 7, 9, 10, 11, to which baptism 
now answers, Col. ii. 11, 12, and in Acts ii. 3Sy 
39, they are on this ground exhorted to be bap- 
tized, because the promise or covenant was to 
them and to their children. That a member or 
one in covenant, as such is the subject of bap- 
tism, was further cleared before in proposition 
1. 2. That these children have interest in the 
covenant, appears ; because if the parent be in 
covenant, the child is also : For the covenant is 
to parents and their seed in their generations, 
Gen. xvii. 7, 9. The promise is to you and to 
your children, Jlcts ii. 39. If the parent stand 
in the chutch, so doth the child among the 
Gentiles now, as well as among the Jews of old, 
Rom- XI. 16, 20, 21, 22. ^ It is unheard of in 
scripture, that the progress of the covenant 
stops at the infant-child. But the parents in 
question are in covenant, as appears, 1. Because 
they were once in covenant, and never since 
discovenanted. If they had not once been in 
covenant, they had not warrantably been bap. 
tized ; and they are so still, except in some way 
of God they have been discovenanted, cast out, 
or cut off from their covenant relation, which 
these have not been ; neither are persons once 
in covenant, broken off from it according to 
scripture, save for notorious sin, and incorrigi- 
bleness therein, Rom. xi. 20, which is not the 
case of these parents. 2. Because the tenor of 
the covenant is to the faithful and their seed 
^fter them in their genet^LVVoii^, Gen» -snIu 7^ 
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even to a thousand generations, i. e. condition- 
ally, provided that the parents successively do 
continue to be keepers of the covenant. Exodus 
XX. 6, DeuU vii, 9, J 1. Psal. cv. 8, which the 
parents in question are, because they are not (in 
scripture account in this case) forsakers or re- 
jecters of the God and covenant of their fath- 
ers : See Deut. xxix. 25, 26. 2 Kings xvii. 15 
—20. 2 Chron. vii. 22. Deut. vii. 10. 

2. That these parents in question do not put 
in any barr to hinder their children from bap- 
tism, is plain from the words of the proposi- 
tion, wherein they are described to be such as 
understand the doctrine of faith, and publickly 
profess their assent thereto: Therefore they 
put not in any barr of gross ignorance, Athe- 
ism, Heresy or Infidelity : Also they are not 
scandalous in life, but solemnly own the cov- 
enant before the church ; therefore they put 
not in any barr of profaneness, or wickedness, 
or apostacy from the covenant, whereinto they 
entered in minority. That the infant-children 
in question do themselves put in any barr, none 
will imagine. 

The children of the parents in question, are 
either children of the covenant, or strangers 
from the covenant, Ephes. ii. 1 2, either holy or 
unckan, 1 Cor. vii. 14, either within the church 
or without, 1 Cor. v. 12, either such as have 
God for their God, or without God in the 
world, Ephes. ii. 12. But he that considers the 
proposition, will not affirm l\v^ \\\X^x c.cyw:.^x^- 

3* 
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ing these children : and the former being grant- 
ed, infers their right to baptism. 

To deny the proposition would be, 1. To strait- 
en the grace of Christ in the gospel-dispensa- 
tion, and to make the church in New-Testa- 
ment times in a worse case, relating to their 
children successively, then were the Jews of 
old. 2. To render the children of the Jews 
Ivhen they shall be called, in a worse condition 
then under the legal administration, contrary to 
Jer. XXX. 20. Ezek. xxxvii. 25, 26. 3. To 
deny the application of the initiatory seal to 
such as regularly stand in the church and cov- 
enant, to whom the Mosaical dispensation, nay 
the first institution in the covenant of Abraham, 
appointed it to be applied. Gen. xvii. 9, 10. 
John vii. 22, 23. 4. To break Gods covenant, 
by denying the initiatory seal to those that are 
in covenant. Gen. xvii. 9, 10, 14. 

Confederate visible believers, though but ia 
the lowest degree such, are to have their chil- 
dren baptized ; witness the practice of John 
Baptist and the Apostles, who baptized persons 
upon their first beginning of their Christianity. 
But the parents in question are confederate vis- 
ible believers, at least in some degree : For, 1 . 
Charity may observe in them sundry positive 
arguments for it ; witness the terms of the prop- 
sition, and nothing evident against it. 2. Chil- 
dren of the godly qualified, but as the persons 
in the proposition, are said to be faithful, Tit. i. 
JS. 3. Children of the covenant (as the parents 
^n question are) have freqjiexvtX^ x\\^\>^^v«i\^'^ 
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of grace wrought in them in younger years, as 
scripture and experience shews: Instance Jo- 
seph, Samuel, David, Solomon, Abijah, Josiah, 
Daniel, John Baptist and Timothy. Hence this 
sort of persons showing nothing to the contra- 
ry, are in charity, or to Ecclesiastical reputa- 
tion, visible believers. 4. They that are regu- 
larly in the church, (as the parents in question 
be) are visible saints, in the account of scrip* 
ture ; (which is the account of truth) for the 
church is in scripture account, a company of 
saints, 1 Con xiv. 33^ and i. 2 — 5. Being in 
covenant and baptized, they have faith and re- 
I>entance indefinitely given to them in the prom- 
ise, and sealed up in baptism, Deut* xxx. 6,. 
which continues valid, and so a valid testimo- 
ny for them, while they do not reject it. Yet 
it doth not necessarily follow, that these per- 
sons are immediately fit for the Lord's supper ; 
because though they are in a latitude of expres- 
sion to be accounted visible believers, or in 
numero Jidelium^ as even infants in covenant are, 
yet they may want that ability to examine them- 
selves, and that special exercise of faith, which 
is requisite to that ordinance ; as was said up- 
on proposition 4th. 

The denial of baptism to the children in ques- 
tion, hath a dangerous tendency to irreligion 
and apostacy ; because it denies them, and so 
the children of the church successively, to have 
any part in the Lord ; which is the way to make 
them cease from fearing the Lord^ Jbsfe. -sL'siU 
34, 2S, 27. For if they \\^n^ ^ ^-^i V^^^ 
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Lord, i. e. a portion in Israel, and so in the 
Lord the God of Israel, then they are in the 
church, or members of it, and so to be baptiz- 
ed, according to proposition 1 . The owning of 
the children of those that successively continue 
in covenant to be a part of the church, is so far 
from being destructive to the purity and pros- 
perity of the church, and of religion therein, 
(as some conceive) that this imputation belongs 
to the contrary tenet. To seek to be more 
pure than the rule will ever end in impurity in 
the issue. God hath so framed his covenant, 
and consequently the constitution of his church 
thereby, as to design a continuation and prop- 
agation of his kingdom therein, from one gen- 
eration to another. Hence the covenant runs 
to us and to our seed after us in their genera- 
tions. To keep in the line, and under the in* 
fluence and efficacy of this covenant of God, is 
the true way to the churches glory : To cut it 
off and disavow it, cuts off the prosperity of 
Sion, and hinders it from being (as in the most 
glorious times it shall be) an eternal excellency^ 
and the joy of many generations. This pro- 
gress of the covenant establisheth the church, 
Deui. xxix. 13. Jer. xxx. 20. The contrary 
therefore doth disestablish it. This obligeth 
and advantageth to the conveyance of religion, 
down to after generations ; the care whereof is 
strictly commanded, and highly approved by 
the Lord, Psal. Ixxviii. 4, 5, 6, 7. Gen. xviii. 
J 9. This continues a nursery still in Ghrists 
orchard ]pr vineyard, hau v. 1, 1 A^^ cQ\Afax>j 
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neglects that, and so lets the whole run ta ruiir. 
Surely God was an holy God, and loved the 
purity and glory of the church in the Old Tes- 
tament : but then he went in this way of a suc- 
cessive progress of the covenant to that end, 
Jer. xiii. 1 1 • If some did then, or do now de- 
cline to unbelief and apostacy, that doth not 
make the faith of God in his covenant of none 
effect, or the advantage of interest therein in- 
considerable : Yea, the more holy, reforming 
and glorious that the times are or shall be, the 
more eminently is a successive continuation and 
propagation of the church therein designed, 
promised and intended. Isa. Ix. 15, and lix. 
21. Ezek. xxxvii. 25 — 28. Psal. cii. 16 — 28. 
Jer. xxxii. 39. 

The parents in question are personal, immed- 
iate, and yet continuing members of the church. 

1. That they are personal members, or mem- 
bers in their own persons, appears, 1. Because 
they are personally holy, 1 Cor. vii. 14, not par- 
ents only, but your children are holy. 2. They 
are personally baptized, or have had baptism, 
the seal of membership, applied to their own 
persons : which being regularly done, is a di- 
vine testimony that they are in their own per- 
sons members of the church. 3. They are per- 
sonally under discipline,and liable to church-cen- 
sures in their own persons ; see proposition 3. 
4. They are pesonally (by means of the cove- 
nant) in a visible state of salvation. To say they 
are not members in their own persons, but in 
their parents, would be as \i otv^ ^^\iN.^ ^•^^ 
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they are saved in their parents, and not in their 
own persons. 5. When they commit iniquity, 
they personally break the covenant ; therefore 
are personally in it, Jer. xi. 2, 10. E^^ek. xvi. 

2. By the like reasons it appears, that chil- 
dren are immediate members, as to the essence 
of membership, (i. e. that they themselves in 
their own persons, are the immediate subjects of 
this adjunct of church-membership) though 
they come to it by means of their parents cov- 
enanting. For as touching that distinction of 
mediate and immediate, as applied to member* 
ship, (which some urge) we are to distinguish, 
1. Between the efficient and the essence of 
membership. 2. Between the instrumental 
efficient or means thereof, which is the parents 
profession and covenanting ; and the principal 
efficient, which is divine institution. They may 
be said to be mediate (or rather mediately) 
members, as they become members by means 
of their parents covenanting, as an instrument- 
al cause thereof : but that doth nothing vary 
or diminish the essence of their membership^ 
For divine institution giveth or granteth a real 
and personal membership unto them, as well as 
unto their parents, and maketh the parent a 
publick person, and so his act theirs to that 
end. Hence the essence of membership, i. e. 
covenant-interest, or a place and portion within 
the visible church, is really, properly, personal- 
ly and immediately the portion of the child by 
divine gift and grant. Josh. xxii. 25, 27, their 
children have a part in the Loxd^ ^.^ 'wdl as 
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themselves. A part in the Lord there, and 
church-membership (or membership in Israel) 
are terms equivalent. Now the children there, 
and a part in the Lord, are subject and adjunct, 
which nothing comes between, so as to sever 
the adjunct from the subject j therefore they 
are immediate subjects of ihat adjunct, or im- 
mediate members. Again, their visible ingraft- 
ing into Christ the head, ana so into the church 
his body, js sealed in their baptism : But in in- 
grafting, nothing comes between the graft and 
the stock': Their union is immediate ; hence 
they are immediately inserted into the visible 
church, or immediate members thereof. The 
Kttle children in Deut. xxix. 11, were personally 
and immediately a part of the people of God, 
or members of the church of Israel, as well as 
the parents. To be in covenant, or to be a 
covenantee, is the formalis ratio of a church- 
member. If one come to be in covenant one 
way, and another in another, but both are in 
covenant or covenantees, (i. e. parties with 
whom the covenant is made, and whom God 
takes into covenant) as the children here are. 
Gen xvii. 7, 8, then both are in their own per- 
sons the immediate subjects of the formalis ratio 
of membership, and so immediate members. — 
To act in covenanting, is but the instrumental 
means of membership, and yet children are not 
without this neither : For the act of the parent 
(their public person) is accounted theirs, and 
they are said to enter into covenant, Deut. xxix» 
11, 12. So that what i^ k ibsx dKi^!L^^^\v^'iSJ5L 
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nmto an actual, compleat, proper, absolute and 
immediate membership ? (so far as these terms 
may with any propriety or pertinency be ap- 
plied to the matter in hand) is it covenant-in- 
terst, which is the formalis ratio of member- 
ship ? No, they are in covenant : Is it divine 
grant and institution, which is the principal ef- 
ficient ? No, he hath clearly declared himself, 
that he grants unto the children of his people 
a portion in his church, and appoints them to 
be members thereof. Is it an act of covenant- 

. ing, which is the instrumental means ? No, 
they have this also reputatively by divine ap- 
pointment, making the parent, a public person, 
and accounting them to covenant in his cov- 
enanting : A different manner and means of 
conveying the covenant to us, or of making us 
members, doth not make a different sort of 
membership. We now are as truly, personally 
and immediately members of the body of fallen 
mankind, and by nature heirs of the condemna- 
tion pertaining thereto, as Adam was, though 
he came to be so by his own personal act, and 
we by the act of our public person. If a prince 
give such lands to a man and his heirs succes- 
sively, while they continue loyal, the following 
heir is a true and immediate owner of that land, 
and may be personally disinhereted, if disloyal, 
as well as his father before him. A member is 
one that is according to rule, (or according to 
divine institution) within the visible church.- — 
Thus the child is properly, and personally or 

immediately. Paul casts all u\^ii into two sorts 
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tliose wiihiuj and those without^ i. e. members 
and non-members, 1 Cor.w. 12. It seems he 
'knew of no such distinction of mediate and im- 
mediate, as puts a medium between these two. 
Object. If children be compleat and immediate 
members as their parents are, then they shall 
immediately have all church privileges, as their 
parents have, without any further act or quali- 
fication. Ans. It followeth not, all privileges 
that belong to members, as such, do belong to 
the children as well as the parents : but all 
church-privileges do not so. A member as such^ 
(or all members) may not partake of all privi- 
leges ; but they are to make progress both in 
memberly duties and privileges, as their age, 
capacity and qualifications do fit them for the 
same. 

3. That their membership still continues in 
adult age, and ceaseth not with their infancy, 
appears, 1. Because in scripture persons are 
broken off, only for notorious sin, or incorrigi- 
ble impenitency and unbelief, not for growing 
up to adult age, Rom. xi. 20. 2. The Jew- chil- 
dren circumcised did not cease to be members 
by growing up, but continued in the church, 
and were by virtue of their membership receiv- 
ed in infancy, bound unto various duties, and 
in special unto those solemn personal profes- 
sions that pertained to adult- members, not as 
then entering into a new n^embership, but as 
making a progress in memberly duties, Deut* 
'Xxvi. 2 — 10, and xvi. 16, 17, with GaL v. 3, 3* 
^spiose relations of born-seYV2ixvU ?lw^ wJ6n{^o.^> 
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which the scripture makes use of to set forth 
the state of children in the church by, £w. xxv. 
41, 42. E7:ek. xxxvii. 25, do not (as all n>en 
know) cease with infancy, but continue in adult 
^ge. Whence also it follows, that one special 
end of membership received in infancy, is to 
leave persons under engagement to service and 
subjection to Christ in his church, when grown 
up, when they are fittest for it, and have 
most need of it. 4. There is no ordinary way 
of cessation of membership but by death, dis- 
mission, excommunicating, or dissolution of the 
society ; none of which is the case of the per- 
sons in question.. 5. Either they are when 
adult, members or non-members : If non-mem- 
bers, then a person admitted a member, and 
sealed by baptisn^, not cast out, nor deserving 
so to be, may (the church whereof he was, still 
remaining) become a non-member, and out of 
the church, and of the unclean world ; which 
the scripture acknowledgeth not, . Now if the 
parent stand member of the church, the child is 
a member also: For now the root is holy, 
therefore so are the branches, Rom. xx.^lQ. 1 
Cor. vii. 14. The parent is in covenant there- 
fore so is xhQ child, Gen. xvii. 7, and if the 
•.child be a member of the visible church, then 
lie is a subject of baptism, according to propo- 
sition 1. . 

PROPOSITION SIXTH. 

sSuch church-members who either by deatli 
,,or.some cither extraordmaxy ^iON\d^;ivce^ have 
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been inevitably hindered from public acting as 
aforesaid, yet have given the church cause in 
judgment of charity, to look at them as so qual- 
ified, and such, as had they been called there- 
unto, would have so acted j their children are 
to be baptized. 

This is manifest, 1. Because the main foun- 
dation of the right of the child to privilege re- 
mains viz. God's institution, and the force of 
his covenant carrying it to the generations of 
such as continue keepers of the covenant, i. e. 
not visibly breakers of it. By virtue of vvrhich 
institution and covenant, the children in ques- 
tion are members, and their membership being 
distinct from the parents membership, ceaseth 
not, but continues notwithstanding the parents 
decease or necessary absence : and if members, 
then subjects of baptism. 2. Because the par* 
ents not doing what is required in the fifth 
proposition, is through want of opportunity ; 
which is not to be imputed as their guilt, so as- 
to be a barr to the child's privilege. 3. God 
reckoneth that as done in his service, to which 
there was a manifest desire and endeavour, albe- 
it the acting of it were hindred ; as in David to 
build the Temple, 1 Kings viii. 18,19, in Abra- 
ham to sacrifice his son, Heb. xi. 17, according 
to that in 2 Cor. viii. 12. Where there is a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to what 
a man hath, and not according to what he hath 
jlot : which is true of this church-duty, as well 
as of that of alms. It is an usual phrase with the 
znjcients to style such arid sudv ^"actv^i^^ m «v3^\^^ 
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and baptized in W(?, because there was no want 
of desire that way, though their desire was not 
actually accomplished. 4. The terms of the 
proposition import that in charity, that is here 
done interpretatively, which is mentioned to be 
done in the fifth proposition expressly. 

PROPOSITION SEVENTH. 

The members of orthodox churches, bemg 
sound in the faith, and not scandalous in life, 
and presenting due testimony thereof ; these 
occasionally coming from one church to anoth- 
er, may have their children baptized in the 
church whither they come, by virtue of com- 
i!nunion of churches : But if they remove their 
habitation^ they ought orderly to covenant and 
subject themselves to th'e government of Christ 
in the church where they settle their abode, 
and so their children to be baptized. It being 
the churches duty to receive such unto com- 
munion, so far as they are regularly fit for the 
same. 

] . Such members of other churches as are here 
described, occasionally coming from one church 
to another, their children are to be baptized in 
the churclv whither they come, by virtue of 
communion of churches : 1. Because he that is 
regularly a member of a true particular church, 
is a . subject of baptism, according to proposi- 
tion 1st and 2d. But the children of the par- 
ents here described are such according to prop- 
osition Sth and 6th. tKexefore they are meet 
^nd lawful subjects of baptism, ot \va.\^vi^v\<: 
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te baptized. And commuuion of churches in- 
dFers such acts as this, viz. to baptize a fit sub- 
ject of baptism, though a member of another 
church, when the same is orderly de'sired. (See 
Platform of discipline^ chap. xv. sect. 4.) For 
look as every church hath a double considera- 
tion,' viz. 1. Of its own constitution and com- 
munion within itself. 2. Of that communion 
•which it hold» and ought to maintain with oth- 
er churches : So the officer (the pastor or teach- 
er) thereof, is there set, 1. To administer to 
this church constantly ; 2. To do acts of commu- 
nion occasionally, (viz. such as belong to his of- 
fice, as baptizing doth) respecting the members 
of other churches, with whom this church holds, 
or ought to hold communion. 2. To refuse 
communion with a true church in lawful and 
pious actions, is unlawful, and justly accounted 
schismatical. For if the church be true, Christ 
holdeth some communidu with it ; therefore sd 
must we : but if we will not have communion 
with it in those acts that are good and pious, 
then in none at all. Total separation from a 
true church is unlawful : But to deny commu- 
nion in good actions, is to make a total separa- 
tion. Now to baptize a fit subject, as is the 
child in question, is a lawful and pious action, 
and therefore by virtue of communion of 
churches, in the case mentioned to be attended. 
And if baptism lawfully administered, may and 
ought to be received by us for our children in 
another true church, whete i^xoNvife^v^^'^^^'^^^ 
usy as that we cauuot \iav^ \x. Ssv ova. w^^^^c^ 

4* 
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doubtless it may and ought to be) then also we 
may and ought in like case to dispense baptism, 
when desired, to a meet and lawftil subject, be^ 
ing a member of another church. To deny or 
refuse either of these, would be an unjustifiable 
refusing of communion of churches, and tend- 
ing to sinful separation. 

2. Such as remove their habitation, ought 
orderly to covenant and subject thetpselves to 
the government of Christ in the church, where 
they settle their abode, and so their children to 
be baptized. 1 . Because the regularly baptiz- 
ed are disciples, and under the discipline and 
government of Christ : But they that are abso» 
lutely removed from the church whereof they 
were, so as to be uncapable of being under dis- 
cipline there, shall be under it no where, if not 
in the church where they inhabit. They that 
would have church-privileges, ought to be un- 
der church-power: but these will be under 
no church-power, but as lambs in a large place, 
if not under it there where their settled abode 
is. 2. Every christian ought to covenant for 
himself and his children, or professedly to give 
up himself and his to the Lord, and that in the : 
way of his ordinances, Deut xxvi. 17, and xii. 
5y and explicit covenanting is a duty, especial- 
ly where we are called to it, and have opportu- 
nity for it : Nor can they well be said to cov- 
enant implicitly, that do explicitly refuse a pro- 
fessed covenanting, when called thereunto.—- 
And especially this covenantm^ia ?k.d>3L\.^,when 

we would jpartake q£ such a c\i>3LicV^tvVi\^^ 
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baptism for our children Is. But th6 parents in 
question will now be professed covenanters na 
where^ if not in the church where their fixed 
habitation is. Therefore they ought orderly to 
covenant ther^, and so their children to be bap- 
tissed. S. To refuse covenanting and subjec- 
tion to Christ's government in the church where 
they live, being so removed, as to be utterly 
tmcapable of it elsewhere, would be a walking 
disorderly, and would too much savour of pro* 
fineness and separation : and hence to admin- 
ister baptism to the children of such as stand in 
that way, would be to administer Christs ordi- 
nances to such as are in a way of sin and disor- 
der, which ought not to be, 2 Thess. iii. 6. 1 
Chrm. XV. 13, and would be contrary to that 
• rule, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. Let all things be done de-^ 
cendy and in order. 



Question 11. WHETHER according to the 
word of God there ought to be a Consociation 
of diurches, and what should be the manner 
ofit? 

Answer. The answer may be briefly given in 
the propositions following. 

1. Every church, or particular congregation 
of visible saints in gospel-order, being furnished" 
with a Presbytery, at least with a teaching el-, 
der, and walking together in truth and peace, 
hath received from the Lord ^^^\3& %vi!\ ^^a^«: 
said authority eccteiastlcai wsJamVxs^«>^«B^ 
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larly to administer all the ordinances of Christ, 
and is not under any other ecclesiastical juris- 
diction whatsoever. For to such a cnurch 
Christ hath given the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, that what they bind or loose on earth, 
shall be bound or loosed in heaven. Mat- xvi. 
19, and xviii. 17, 18, Elders are ordained in 
every church. Jets xiv. 23. Tit. i. 5, and are 
therein authorized officially to administer in 
the word, prayer, sacraments and censures^ 
Mat. xxviii. 19,20. Acts vi. 4. 1 C^r. iv. 1, 
and V. 4, 12. Acts xx. 28. 1 Ttm. v. 17, and 
iii. 5. The reproving of the church of Cor- 
inth, and of the Asian churches severally, im- 
ports they had power, each of them within 
themselves, to reform the abuses that were a- 
mongst them, 1 Cor. v. Rev. ii. xiv. xx. Hence, 
it follows, that consociation of churches is not 
to hinder the exercise of this power, but by 
counsel from the word of God to direct and 
strengthen the same upon all just occasions. 

2. The churches of Christ do stand in a sis- 
terly relation each to other, Cant. viii. 8, being 
united in the same faith and order, Eph. iv. 5* 
CoL ii. 5, to walk by the same rule, Phil. iii. 
16, in the exercise of the same ordinances for 
the same ends, Eph. i v. 11, 12^ 18. 1 Cor. xvi. 
1, under one and the same political head, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Eph. i. 22, 23, and iv. 5.-— 
.Rev. ii. 1. Which union infers a communion 
suitable thereunto. 
3. Com IB union of clvuTclcves \%\5\^ fexlKfil 
improvement of the g\£la ol C3afvsx X^^^vq^n^^ 
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upon them for his service and glory, and their 
mutual good and edification, according to capac* 
ity and opportunity 1 Pet. i v. 10, 11. 1 Cor. 
Xii. 4, 7, and x. 24, 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22. Cant. 
viii. 9. Rom. i. 15. Gal. vi. 10. 

4, Acts of communion of churches are such 
as these : 

1. Hearty care and prayer one for another, 
2 Cor. xi. 28. Cant. viii. 8. Rom. i. 9. Col. 
!• 9. Eph.m. 18. 

2. ^To afford relief, by communication of their 
gifts in temporal or spiritual necessities, Rom^^ 
XV". 26, 27. JctsKi. 22, 29. 2 C^r. viii. 1,4, 14. 

•3. To maintain unity and peace, by giving 
account one to another of their publick actions, 
wben it is ordely desired, jicts xi. 2, 3, 4, 18. 
Jbsb. xxii. 13, 21, 30. 1 Cor. x. 32, and to 
strengthen one another in their regular admin- 
istrations ; as in special by a concurrent testi- 
mony against persons justly censuredj Acts xv. 
41, and xvi. 4, 5. 2 Tim. iv. 15. 2 Thess. iii. 14. 

4, To seek and accept help from, and give 
help unto each other : 

1 . In case of divisions and contentions, where- 
by the peace of any church is disturbed, Acts 
XV, 2. 

2. In matters of more than ordinary import- 
ance, Prov. xxiv. 6, and xv. 22, as ordination, 
translation, and deposition of elders, and such, 
like, 1 Tim. v. 22. ^ 

3. In doubtful and difficult questions and 
controversies, doctrinal or practical^ that ma^ 
arise, ./lets xv. 2, 6. 
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4. For the rectifying of mal-administrationa-, 
and healing o( errors and scandals, that are un- 
healed among themselves, 3 Johnver 9, lO.— 
2 Cor. ii, 6, 1 1. 1 Cor. xv. Rev. ii. 14, 15, 16. 2 
Cor. xii. 20, 21, and xiii. 2. Churches now have 
Meed of help in like casesjas well as churches then. 
Christ's care is still for whole churches, as well 
as for particular persons ; and Apostles being 
now ceased there remains the duty of brotherly- 
love, and mutual care and helpfulness incum- 
bent upon churches,especi,ally elders for that end. 

3. In love and faithfulness to take notice of 
jthe troubles and difficulties, errors and scandals 
of another church, and to .administer help 
(when the case manifestly calls for it) though 
they should so neglect their own good and du» 
ty, as not to seek it, Exod. xxiiL 4, 5. Pro*vu 
xxi V. 11, 12. 

6* Ta admonish one another when there is 
need and cause for it ; and after due means with 
patience used, to withdraw from a church or 
peccant party therein, obstinately persisting. in 
error or scsuidal ; as in the Platform of disci- 
pline (chap. XV. sect. ii. particular 3,) is more 
at large declared, Gal.u. 11, 14. 2Tbess.iiL 
6. Rom. xvi. 17.- 

5. Consociation of churches, is their mutual 
and solemn agreement to exercise communioa 
in such acts, as aforesaid, amongst themselves, 
with special reference to those churches, which 
by providence are planted in a convenient vi- 
cinity, though with liberty reserved, without 

offence^ to make use of ot\\eis^ ^'^ Ocia w^xx^x^ ^£ 
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-tlie case, or the advantage of opportunity may 
^ead thereunto, 

6. The churches of Christ in this country 
ha-ving so good opportunity for it, it is nneet to 
he commended to them, as their duty thus to 
consociate. For 1. Communion of churches 
being commanded, and consociation being but 
an agreement to practice it, this must needs hp 
a duty also, Psal. cxix. cvi. Nehem. x. 28, 29. — 
2. Paul an Apostle sought wirh much labour the 
conference, concurrence and right' hand of fel- 
lowship of other Apostles ; and ordinary elders 
and churches have not less need each of other, 
to prevent their running in vain, GaL ii. 2, 6, 
9. 3. Those general scripture rules touching 
the need and use of counsel and help in weigh- 
ty cases, concern all societies and polities, eccle- 
siastical as well as civil, Prov. xi. 14, and xv. 
22, and xx. 18, and xxiv. 6. Eccl. iv. 9, 10, 
12. 4. The pattern in Jets xv. holds forth a 
warrant for councils, which may be greater or 
lesser, as the matter shall require. 5. Con- 
currence and communion of churches in gos- 
pel times, is not obscurely held forth in IsaL 
xix. 23, 24, 25. Zeph. iii. 9. 1 Con xi. 16, 
and xiv. 32, S6. 6. There hath constantly been 
in these churches a profession of communion, 
in giving the right hand of fellowship at the 
gathering of churches, and ordination of elders : 
Which importeth a consociation, and obligeth 
to the practice thereof. Without which we 
should also want an expedient and sufficient 
X20re for emergent church- difficultly^ ^vvAd\€feic* 
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ences : with the want whereof our way ischarg- 
ed, but unjustly, if this part of the doctrine 
♦thereof were duly practised. 

7. The manner of the churches agreencient 
herein, or entering into this consociation, may 
be by each church's open consenting unto the 
things here declared in answer to this second 
question, as also to what is said thereabout in 
chap. XV. and xvi. of the Platform of discipline^ 
with reference to other churches in this colony 
and country, as in proposition 5th, is before 
expressed. 

8. The manner of exercising and practising 
that communion, which this consent or agree- 
ment specially tendeth unto, may be, by mak- 
ing use occasionally of elders or able brethren 
oif other churches, or by the more solemn meet- 
ings of both elders and messengers in lesser or 
greater councils, as the matter shall require. 



At a General Court held at Boston in New-Eng- 
land, the eighth of October^ 1662. 

THE Court having read over this result of 
the Synod, judge meet to commend the same 
unto the consideration of all the churches and 
people of this jurisdiction ; and for that end do 
order the printing thereof. 

By the Courts Edward Rawson, Scc^ry. 
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At a General Court held at Boston^ VLxy 19, 

. 1680. 

THIS Court having taken into serious tonsideration, the 
request that hath teen presented by several of the Reverend 
Elders in the name of the late Synods do approve thereof^ 
and accordingly order the confession of Faith agreed upon 
at their second session^ and the Platform of discipline con* 
sented unto by the Synod at Cambridge Anno 1648, to be 
printed for the benefit of these churches in present and after 
times^ 

Edward Rawsow, Sec*ry. 



PREFACE. 

THE Lord Jesus Christ witnessed a good confession, at the time 
"when he said, to this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
•world, that I should bear witness unto the truth ; and he taketh notice 
of it, to the praise and high commendation of the church in Pergamos, 
that they held fast his name, and had not denied his faith. Nor are 
they worthy of the name of Christians, wlio, though tlie Lord by his 
providenc^call them publicly to own the truth they have professed, shall 
neTerthelesB refuse to declare what they believe, as to those great and 
fundamental principles in the doctrine of Christ, the knowledge where- 
of is necessary unto salvation. We find how ready the Apostle was to 
make a]confession of his faith : though for that hope's sake he was ac- 
cused and put in chains. And the Martyrs of Jesus, who have laid 
down their lives in bearing witness to the truth, against the infidelity, 
idolatry, heresy, apostacy of the world, when Pagan, Arian, or over- 
spread with Popish darkness: Having their feet shod with the prepara- 
tion of the gospel of peace, were free and forward in their testimony, 
•onfessing the truth, yea, scaling it with their blood. With the heart 
man beiieveth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation, Rom. x, 10. Nor is there a greater evidence of beings in 
in a state of salvation, than such a confession, if made in times or pfaeei 
where men arc exposed to utmost sufferings upon that account. 1 John 
iv. 15. And if confession of faith be, in some cases, of such importance 
and necessity, as hath been expressed ; it must needs be in itself, a work 
pleasing in the Sight of God, for his servants to declare unto the world, 
what those principles of truth arc, which they have received, and are 
(by the help of Christ) purposed to live and die in the stedfast profes- 
sion of. Some of the Lord's worthies have been of renown among his 
people in this respect ; especially Ii*»Deus and Athanasius of old, and of 
latter times Beza, all whose (not to mention others) confessions, with the 
advantage which the church of God hath received thereby, are famous- 
ly known. 

And it must needs tend much to the honor of the dear and blessed name 
of the Lord Jesus, in case many churches do join together in their testi- 
mony. How signally the Lord hath owned the confession of the four gen- 
eral Synods or Councils for the suppression of the heresies of those times. 
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Deeds not to be sald^ since no roan can be ignorant thereof, that hatK' 
m»de it his concern to be acqoaii ted vith things of this nature. The 
confession of the Bohemians, of the Waldenses, and of the reformed 
Protestant churches abroad, (which also to shew what harmony ii» re- 
spect of doctrine there is among all sincere professors of the truth, baye 
been published in one volume) all these have been of singular use, not on- 
ly to those that lived in the ages when these declarations were emitted^ 
but unto posterity, yea, unto this day. 

Tlierc have been some who have reflected upon these New-Englisb 
churches, for our defect in this matter, as if our principles were un- 
known ; \\hcrca8 it is well known, that as to matters of doctrine, we 
agree with other-reformed churches: nor was it that, but what con- 
cerns worship "Bnd discipline, that cansed our fathers to come into 
this A'ilderncss, nhile it was a land not sown, that so they might have 
Ilbeity to practice accordingly. And it is a ground of holy rejoycing be- 
fore the Lord, that now there is no advantage left for those that may- 
be dishfTected towards *us, to object any thing of that nature against U9. 
Tor it hath pleased the only wise God so to dispose in hisprovidence^as 
that the elders and messengers of the churches in the colony of the 
Massachusetts in New-England, did, by the call and encouragement of 
the honored general Court, meet together Sept. 10, 1679. This Synod 
:\t their second session, which was May IS, 1680, consulted and consid- 
ered of a confessfon of Faith, That which was consented unto by the 
• Ulcrs and messengers of the congregational churches in England, who 
Tret at the Savoy (being for the most part, some small variations, except- 
ed, tlie same with that which was agreed upon first by the Assembly at 
WeJitminster, and was approved of by the Synod at Cambridge in New* 
KngIan<I, anno 1648> as also by a general Assembly in Scotland) was 
twice pullickly read, examined and approved of: that little variation 
^v]^:ch wc ha\e made from the one, in compliance with the other may 
be soeji by those who please to compare them. But we have (for th^ 
Tjialn) chosen to express ourselves in the wordsof those reverend Assem- 
l/iiSi that so wemiiiht not oi>ly with one heart, but with one mouth gloi • 
ify Gcd, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As to V hat concerns church-governmei»t, we refer to the Platform X 
dlici^ilinc agreed upon by the messengers of these churches anno 164f?, 
and.^olemi.ly owned and confirmed hy the late Synod. 
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AVhat hours of temptation may o? ertake these churches, is not fcr M 
to say. Only the Liord doth many times so order things, tliat when his 
people have made a good confession, they shall he put upon the trial one 
-way or other, to see whether they have (or who among them hath not) 
been sincere in what they have done. The Lord grant that the loins of 
our minds may be so girt about with truth, that we may be able to with- 
itand ia the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
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F A I T H. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the holy Scripture, 

ALTHOUGH the light of nature, and the works of creation and pi*ov« 
idence, do so far manifest the goodness, wisdom and power of God, as 
to leave men unexcusable ; yet are they not sufficient to give that knowl- 
edge of God and of his will, which is necessary unto salvation : there* 
iinre it pleased the Lord at sundry thnes, and in diverse manners to re- 
veal Iiimself, and to declare that his will' unto his church ; and after- 
vards for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for 
the more sure establishment and comfort of the church against the cor- 
ruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to com- 
mit the same wholly to writing : which maketh the holy scripture to b« 
most necessary ; those former ways of God's revealing his will unto his 
people being now ceased. 

II. Under the name of holy scripture, or the word of 6ed writ* 
ten, are now contained all the books of the Old and New Testament,, 
which are these : 

Of the Old Testament, 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Nambers,Deut€;^nomy, Joshua, Judges,. 
Uuth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, 
Bzra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Ptoverbs, Eccleslastes, the Song 
of Songs, Isaiah} Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, 
Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkok^ Zephaniah, Haggai|^ 
^achariah, Malachi. 

Of the JS'Vw Testament. 

Mnthew, Mark, Luke, John, the Acts of the Apostles, Paul's Epistle 
(othe RoroRDs, 1 Corinthians, 2 Cor\Qt]bm«) 0«&a.\a»ta)^\^i^^^ 



Ijppians Colossianp, 1 Thessalonians, 8 Thessalonians, t to Timothy, S 
to Timothy, to Titus, to Philemon, the Epistle to the Hebrews, the 
Epistle of James, the first and second Kpistles of Peter, the first seooiid 
and third Epistles of Juhn, the Epistle of Jade, the Revelation. 

All which are given by the inspiration of God to be the rule of fakh 
and life. 

III. The books eomroonl|(r caHed Apochrypa, not being of divine in- 
spiration, are no part of the canon of the scripture ; and therefore are 
of no authority in the church of God, nor to be any otherwise approved 
or made use of, than other human writings. 

IV. The authority of the holy scripture, for which it ought to be Be- 
lieved and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of any roan or 
ehnreh, but wholly upon Go(t (who is truth itself) the author thereof; 
and therefore it is to be received, because it is the word of God. 

V. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the churol}, 
to an high and reverend esteem of the holy scripture. And the heaven- 
linessof the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the. majesty of the style, 
the consent ofall- the partff, the scope of the whole (which is, to give all 
glory to God) the full discovery it makes of the onl) way of man's salva- 
tion, the many other incomparable excellencies, and ihe entire perfec- 
tion thereof, are arguments whereby it* doth abundantly evidence itself 
to be the word of God ; yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion and a^- 
jMirance of the infallible truth and ditiue authority thereof, is from the 
inward work of the holy spirit^ bearing witness by and with the word 
in our hearts. 

VI. The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for Ms 
.^wn glory, man's salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in 
teVlpture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from 
scripture ; unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by 
new revelations of the spirit, or traditions of men. Nevertheless we ac- 
knowledg^e the inward illumination of the spirit of God to be necessary 
for the savingiinJerstanding of such things as are revealed in the word : 
tvnd that there are some circumstanees concerning the worsli'p of God 
aVid government of t!ie church, common to human actions and socie- 
ties, which are to be ordered by th^ light of nature, and chri; t<an psa- 
dcnce, according to the general rules of i'le word, vhich vc always to 
%a observed. 



VII. Alt things in scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike 
elear unto all: yet those tilings which urc necessary to be known, be- 
lieved and observed for salvation, are so cieat-ly propounded and opened 
in some place of scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the 
unlearned) in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a suf- 
ficient understan«ling ot them. 

VIII. The Old Testament in Hebrew, (which was the native language 
of the people of God of old) and the New Testament in Greek, (which 
at the time of writing of it-was most generally known to the nations) 
being immediately inspired by God, and by his singular care and provi* 
dence kept pure in all ages, are therefore aothentical ; so as in all con* 
troversies of religion, the church is finally to appeal unto them. But 
because these original tongaes are' not known to all the people of God, 
who have right unto and interest in the scriptures, and are commanded 
in the fear of God to read and search them ; therefore they are to be 
translated into the vulgar language of eyery nation unto which they 
eoroe, that the word of God dwelling ptentifoUy in all, they may. wor« 
ship him in an acceptable manner, and through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures may have hope. 

IX. The infallible rule of interpretation of scripture^ ia the scripture 
itself; and therefore when there is a question abQut the true and full 
sense of any scripture (whi<^unot manifold, but one) it mustbeseareh- 
ed and known by other places, that speak more dearly^. 

X. The supreme Judge by which all controversies of religion are to 
be determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers^ 
doctrhies of men and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose 
sentence ire are to rest* can be no other, but the holy scripture deliver^ 
edby the spirit; into which scripture so delivered our Faith is finAny 
resolved. 

CHAP. n. 

Of God and of the hohj Ttinify,' 

THEKE isbut one only living and true God ; whe is infinite in being '.nd 
perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or pasti^ns, 
immutable^ immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wisc> 
most holy^ most free, most absolute, working all thinga according- to 

tbc couaKlofbia otta ImxuaUliU viA iaoB< pigUt^ouv viU, for biv ovb 
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glory* most fovUig, gmclous, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in good' 
ness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgsession and sin, the rewarder of 
them that dilligenllj seek him, and withal roost just and terrible in his 
judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty. 

IE God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself, 
and is alone, in and unto himself, all-snffident, not standing in need of 
any creatures, which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, 
but only manifesting his own glory, in, by, unto and upon them. He is 
the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom 
are all things ; and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by 
them, for them, or upon, them, wJiatseever himself pleaseth : in his 
sight all things are. open and manifest, his knowledge is infinite, infalli- 
ble and independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to him contin- 
gent or UMcertairi. He is most holy in all his'counselSj in all his works, 
and in all his commands* To him is due from angels and men, and ev- 
ery otiier creature, whatsoever worship, service or obedience, as crea- 
tures, they owe unto the Creator, and whatever he i* further pleased to 
require of them^ 

* III. In the unity of the God-head there be three persons of one sub- 
stance, power, and eternity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
the holy Ghost : the Father is of none, neither begotten, nor proceed- 
ing; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father ; the holy Ghost eter- 
nally proceeding from the Father and the Son. Which doctrine of the 
Trinity is the foundation of all our eommunion with God, and comfort* 
able dependence qpion him. 

CHAP. m. 

Of God's eternal Decree, 

GOD from all eternity did by the most jieise and holy counsel of his own 
will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass : yet so 
as thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the 
will of the creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes 
taken away, but rather established. 

n. Although God knows whatsoever may or can come to pass opoa 
all supposed conditions, yet hath he not decreed any thing, because he 
foresaw it as future, or as that which would come to pass upon such eob- 
ditionv. 



ITL By the decree of God for the manifestation of his glory^ some- 
men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others fore- 
ordained to everlasting death. 

IV. These angels and men th as predestinated, and fore-ordained, are 
particnlarlj and unchangeably designed, and their number is so certain 
and definite, that it oannot be either increased or diminished. 

V. Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God before 
the foundation of the vorld ^vas Iaid,according to his eternal and iihmuta- 
ble purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath 
chosen in Christ unto everlasting gloiy, out of his nieer free grace and 
lore, without any foresight of faith or good works, or perseverance in 
either of them, or any other Uiing in the creature, as conditions or caus- 
es moving him thereunto, and all to the praise of his glorious grace. 

VI. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he by the 
eternal and most free purpose of his will fore-^rdained all the means 
thereunto : wherefore they who are-elected, being fallen in Adam« are 
redeemed by Christ,are effectually called unto faith in Christ by his spir- 
it working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by 
bis power, through faith unto salvation. Neither are any other re- 
deemed by Christ, or effectually called, justified, adopted, sanetified 
and saved, but the elect only. 

VII. The rest of mankind God was pleased, aceordiRg to the un- 
searchable counsel of his own will, whereby he extendeth or withhold- 
eth mercy, as he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his 
creatures, to pass by, and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for 
their sin, to the praise of his glorious justice. 

VIII. The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination, is tc be 
handled with special prudence and care, that men attending the will of 
God revealed in his word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may from 
the certainty of their effectual vocation, he ateured of their eternal eleo- 
l!ion. So shall this doctrine aSTord matter of praise, reverenee and ad- 
miration of God, and of humility, diligence, and abutidant eossclatict- 
to all that sincerely obey the gospel. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of Creation, 

IT'pleascd God the Father, Sod, and holy Ghost, for the manifeBla- 
tion of the glory of his eternal power, wisdom and goodnes?, in the he-* 
'ginning to create or make of nothing the vorld, and all things therein, 
-whether Tisible or invisible, in the space of six days, and all very good. 

IC. Afler God had .made all other creatures, he created man; male 
and female, with reasonable and immortal souls, endued with knowl- 
edge, righteousness and true holiness, after his own image, having the 
law of God written in their heart, and power to fulfil it; and yet nnder 
a possibility of transgressing, being left to the liberty of their own will^ 
vhieh was subject to change. Besides this law written in their hearts, 
thej received a command not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil ; which while they kept, they were happy in their communion 
.with God| and had dominion over the creatures. 

CHAP. V. 

Of Providence. 

'GOD the gr^t Creator of all things, doth uphold, direct, dispone and 
govern all creatures, actions, and things from the greatest even to the 
least, by his most wise and holy providence, according to his infallible 
fore-knowledge and the free and immutable counsel of his own will, to 
the praise of the~glory of his wisdom, power, justice, goodness and 
mercy. 

IL Although in relation to the fore-knowledge and decree of , God, 
the first cause, all things come to pass immutably, and infallibly ; yet by 
the same providence he ordereth them to fall out, according to the na- 
ture of second causes, either necessarily, freely, or contingently, 

HL God in his ordinary providence maketh use of means, yet is free 
to work without, above, and against them at his pleasure. 

IV. The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom and the infinite good^ 
ness of God, so far manifest themselves in his providence, in that his 
determinate counsel extendeth itself even to the first fall, and all other 
ainsof angels and men, (and that not by a bare permission) which also 
he most wisely and powerfully bouadeth, and otherwise ordereth and 
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r|;ovcrnetli in a manifold dfspensation, to liis own most holj ends, yet ae 
as the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only from the creature, and not 
from God, who being most holy and righteous neither is, nor can be the 
author or approver of sin, 

Y. The most vise, righteous and gracious God doth oftiroes leave for 
a season his own children to manifold temptations, and the corruption 
of their own hearts, to chastise them for their former sins, or to discover 
unto them the hidden strength of corruption, anddeceitfulnessofthek* 
hearts, that they may be humbled, and to raise them to a more close and 
constant dependence for their support upon himself, and to make them 
more watchful against all future occasions of sin, and for sundry other 
just and holy ends. 

VI. As for, those wicked and ungodly men, whom God as a righteous 
judge for former sins, doth blind and harden, fi*om them he not only 
withholdeth his grace, whereby they might have been enlightened in 
their understanc^ings, and wrought upon in their hearts; but sometimes 
also withdraweth the gifts which they had, and exposeth them to such 
objects as their corruption makes occasions of sin ; and withal gives them 
over to their own lusts, the temptations of the world, and the power of 
satan, whereby it comes to pass that they harden themselves, even un- 
der thaie means which God useth for the softning of others. 

VII. As the providence of God doth in general reach to all creatures, 
so after a most special manner it taketli care- of his churchy and disposeth 
all things for the good^ereof. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of the fall of Man, of Sin, and of the punishment tliereof, 

GOD having made a covenant of works and life thereupon, with onr 
first parents, and all their posterity in them, they being seduced by the 
sitbtility and temptation of satan, did wilfully transgress the law of their 
creation, and break the covenant in eating the forbidden fruit. 

11. By this sin they, and we in them, fell from original righteousnK-^FS 

and communion with God, and so became dead in sin, and wholly defi cd 

in all the faculties and parts of soul and body. 

///, They beirirtJie root, and by God's appointment standing in the 

room Mad stead vf idt numkiad, the gulVX o£ Vh\& »\a \i«i&'\mv^tfid« aaA 
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-•orrupted nature conTeycd to all their posterity descending from them 
by ordinary gcneratiom 

lY. From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indispos- 
ed, disabled and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all 
evil, do proceed all actual transgressions. 

V. This coiTuptioQ of nature during this life, doth remain in those 
that are regenerated ; and ftlthough it be through Christ pardoned and 
mortified, yet both itself, and all the motions thereof are truely and ; 
properly sin. 

VI. Every sin, both original and actual, being a transgression of the 
righteous law of God, and contrary thereunto, doth in its own nature 
bring guilt upon the sinner, whereby lie is bound over to*the wrath of 
God, and curse of the law, and so made subject to deadi, with all mis- 
eries spiritual, temporal and eternal. 

CHAP. vn. 

Of GocTa Covenant xviih Man, 

THE distance between God and the creature is so great, that al- 
though reasonable creatures do owe obedience to him as their Creator^ 
yet they could, never have attained the reward of life, but by some vol- 
untary condescension on God's part, which he hath been pleased to ex- 
press by way of covenant. 

II. The first coveuAnt made with man, was a covenant of works, 
wherein life was promised to Adam, and in him to his posterity, upon 
condition of perfect and personal obedience. 

UI. Man by his fall having made himself uncapable of life, % that 
covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called the 
covenant of grace ; wherein he freely olfereth unto sinnei'S lifj^ and sal- 
vation l)y Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in him that they may be 
saved, and promising to give unto all those that are ordained unto life^ 
his holy spirit to make them willing and able to believe. 

'IV. This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in scripture by the 
nsime of a Testament, in reference to the death of Jesus Christ the 
Testator, and to the everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging to 
it, ihcrein bequeathed. 

2 
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y. Although tliis eoTcnant h &(h been diifcrcntly ard variously ad- 
nrinistered 10 respect of ordinances and institutions in the time of the 
law, and since the coming of Christ in the flesh ; yet for the substance 
and efficacy of it, to all its spiritual and saving ends, it is one and thje 
same ; upon the account of \i hich \arious dispensations, it is called tlic 
Old and NewTcBtamcnt. 

CHAP. vm. 

Of Chn'at the Mediator. 

IT pleased God in his eternal purpose, to chuse and ordain the Lord 
Jesus his only begotten Son, according to'a covenant made between tlieni 
both to be the mediator between God and man ; the Prophet^ Priest, 
and King, the head and Saviour of his church, the heir of all things, and 
judge of the world : Unto whom he did from all eternity give a people 
to be his seed, and to be by him in time redeemed, called, justified, 
sanctified and glorified. 

IL The Son of God the second person in the Trinity, being very and 
eternal God, of one substance, and equal with the Father, did, when the 
fulness of time was come, take \ipou him man's nature, with all the es- 
sential properties and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin, be- 
ing conceived by the power of the holy Ghost in the womb of the virgin 
Mary, of her substance : so (hat two whdle perfect and distinct natures^ 
the God-head and the man-hbod, were inseparably joined together in 
one person, without conversion^ composition, or confusion ; which per-- 
son is very God and very man, yet one Christ, the only mediator be- 
tween God and man. 

HI- The Lord Jesus in his hur.ian nature, thus united to the divine in 
the person of the Son, was sanctified and annoiutcd with the holy spM-ic 
above measure, ha^ng in him all the treasures of wisdom and know 1- 
edge, in whom it pleased the Father that all fulness should dwell, tr>t}>.e 
end that being holy, harmless, undefiled, and full of grace and trutli, Ic 
might be throughly furnished to execute the office of a mediator an'! 
surety; which office he took not unto himself, but wasthereuntoc .lieu 
by his father, who also put all power and judgment into his hand; i r d 
gave him commandment to execute the same. ' 

7K Thifi ofRce the Lord Jesus Christ did most willingly under. »k » 
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Tjfhich that he n»ight discharge, he was made under the law, and did 
perfectly fulfil it, and underwent the punishment due to us, which wo 
should have borne and suffered, being made sin and a curse for us, 'en- 
during most grevious toiMnents immediately from Cod in his soul, and 
most painful sufferings in his body, Mas crucified, and died, was buried 
and remained under the power of death, yet saw no corruption, on the 
third day Ke arose from the dead with the same body in which he suf- 
fered, with which also he ascended into hearen, and there sitteth at 
the right hand of his Father, making intercession^ and shall returD to 
judge men and angels at the end of the world. 
V. The Lord Jesus by his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself^ 
which he through the eternal spirit once offered up unto God, hath ful- 
ly satisfied the justice of God, and purchased net only reconciliation, 
but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those 
■whom the Father hath given unto him. 

VI. Although the work of redemption was not actually wrought by 
Christ till after his incarnation, yet the virtue, efficacy andbenefitstherC' 
cf were camraunicated to the elect in all ages successively from the be- 
ginning of the world, in and by those promises, types and sacrifices, 
wherein he M'as revealed and signified to be the seed of the woman, 
which should bruise the serpents head, and the Iamb slain from the be- 
ginning of the world, being yesterday and to-day the same, and forever. 

VII. Christ in the work of mediation acteth according to both natures, 
by each nature doing tliat which is proper to itself; yet by reason of 
the unity of the person, that which is proper to one nature, is sometimes 
in scripture attributed to the person denominated by the other nature. 

Vlir. To all those for whom Christ has purchased redemption, H% 
doth certainly and effectually apply and communicate the same, mak- 
ing intercession for them, and revealing unto them in and by the woixl, 
the mysteries of salvation, effectually pei*suading them by hi# spirit to 
believe and obey, and governing their hearts by his wortl and spirit, 
overcoming all their enemies by his almighty power and wisdom, in 
sach manner and ways a^ are most consonant to his wonderful and un- 
searchable dispensation. " 
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CHAP. IX. 
Of Free-vnlL 

GOD hath endued the v/\\\ of man with that natural liberty and pow- 
er of acting iipon choice, that.it is neither forced, nor hjr any absolute 
necessity of nature determined to do good or evil. 

IT. Man in his state of innocency had freedom and power to will and 
to do that which was good and well pleasing to God ; but yet mutably, 
80 that he might fall from it. 

1(1. Man by his falUnto a state of sin, Jiath wholly lost all ability to 
will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation, so as a natural man 
being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not able by 
Lis own strength to convert himself, or to prepare-himself thereunto. 

IV. When God converts a sinner, and translates him into a state of 
grace, he freeth him from his n.itural bondage under sin, and by his 
grace alone enables him freely to will and to do that which is spritually 
good ; yet so, as that by reason of his remaining corruption, he doth not 
perfectly nor only will that which is good, but doth also will that which 
is evil.. 

V. The will of man is made perfectly and immutably free to good 
alone in the state of glory only. 

CHAP. X. 

Of Effectual Calling. 

ALL those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, 
lie is pleased in his appointed and accepted time, effectually to call by 
his word and spirit, out of that state of sin and death in which they are 
by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ, enlightening their 
jYiinds spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God, taking 
away their heart of stone, and givingunto them an heart of flesh, renew- 
ing-their wills, and by his almighty power determining them to that 
which is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ: Yet 
so, as they come most freely, being made willing by his grace. 
U. This effectual call is of God*s free and special grace alone, not 
from any thing at all foreseen in man, who is altogether passive therein, 
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until being quickened and renewed by the holy spirit, he is thereby en- 
abled to answer this call^ sind to embrace the gi*ace offered and convey' 
edin it. 

•III. Elect infants dying in infancy, ai*e regenerated and saved by 
Christ, who worketh when and where, and how he pleascth : so also 
are all other elect persons, who are uncapable of being outward!y called 
by the ministry of the word. 

IV. Others not elected, although they may be called by the ministry 
of the word, and may have some common operations of the spirit, yet 
not being effectually drawn by the father, they neither donor can come 
unto Christ^ and therefore cannot be saved ; much less can men not 
profess! ngithe Christian religion, be saved in any other way whatsoever, 
be they never so diligent to frame their lives, according to the light of 
nature, and the law of that religion they do profess: and to assert and 
maintain that they may, is very pernicious, and to be detested. 

CHAP. XI, 

Of Justification, 

TliOSE whom God effectually calleth, he also freely justificth, not ' 
by Infusing righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by 
accounting and accepting tl^eir persons as righteous, not for any thing 
wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake alone ; nor by 
itnputing Faith itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical obe- 
dience to them, as their righteousness, but by imputing Christ's active 
obedience unto the whole law, and passive obedience in his sufferings 
and death, for their whole and sole righteousness, they receiving and 
resting on hira and his righteousness by Faith ; which Faiih they have 
not of themselves, it is the gift of God. 

II. Faith thus receiving and resting on Christ, and his righteousness/ 
is the alone instrument of justification ; yet it is not alone in the person 
justified, hut is ever accompanied witli all other saving graces, and is no 
dead Faith, but worketh by loyc. 

in. Christ by his obedience and death did fully discliarge the debt of 
all those that are justified, and did by the sacrifice of himself, in the 
blood of his cross, undergoing in their stead the penalty due unto them/ 
make a proper, real, and full satlsfsAUoTi lQ^o^^*Vv%>AR^\\i>iftKv^\«.* 

2» 
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}kulf : yet inasmuch as he vas given by the Father for them, and his 
obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead, and both freely, not 
for any thing in them, tlicir justification is only of free grace, that bcth 
the exact justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justifi- 
cation of sinners. 

IV, God did from all eternity decree to justify all the elect, and 
Christ did in the fulness of time die for their sins, and rise again for 
their justification-: nevertheless, they are not justified personally, antil 
the Holy Spirit doth in due time actually apply Christ unto them* 

y. God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are justified ; 
apd although they can never fall from the state of justification, yet they 
znay by their sins fall under God's fatherly displeasure : and in that 
•ondition they have not usually the light of his countenance restored un- 
to them, until they humble themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, 
and renew their Paith and repentance. 

VI. The justification of believers under the old Testament, was in all 
these respects one and the same with the justification of believers under 
the New Testament. 

CHAP. XU. 

Of AdopHoiu 

ALL those that are justified, God vouchafeth in and for his only Son 
Jesus Christ to make partakers of the grace of adoption, by which they 
are taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the 
children of God, have his name put upon them, receive the spirit of a« 
doption, have access to the throne ofgrace with boldness, are enabled to 
cry Abba Pather, fire pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by 
jkim as by a Pather, yet never cast oST, but sealed to the day of redemp* 
lioo, and bherit the promises as heirs of everlasting salvation. 

CHAP. xni. 

Of SancHfcation, 

THEY that are effectually called and regenerated, being united to 

Christ, baviBg a new heart and a new spirit created in them, through 

f^o rh'tu9 ofChrk^'s deatl^ and resorxecUon) mbq «^ao i>it\.\\<^x «3«xv«tilfiGd 
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really aiid personally throngh the same virtue, by his word and spirit 
dwelling in them, the dominion of the whole body of sin is destroyed, 
and the several lusts thereof are more and more weakened and mortified, 
and they more and more quickened and strengthened in all saving graces, 
to the practice of all true holiness, without which no man shall see 
the Lord. 

II. This sanctificatton is throughout in the whole man, yet imperfect 
in this life, there abide still some remnants of corruption in every part, 
-whence ariseth a continual and irreconcileable war, the flesh lusting a- 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh* 

III. In which war, although the remaining corruption for a time may 
much prevail, yet through the continual supply of strength from the . 
sanctifying spirit of Christ, the i*egenerate part doth overcome, and so 
the saints grow in grace, perfecting holiness in (he fear of God. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Of Saving Faith, 

THE grace of Faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the 
saving of their souls, is the work of the spirit of Christ in their hearts, 
And is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the word ; by which aho, 
and by the administration of the seals, prayer, and other means, it is in- . 
creased and strengthened* 

II. By this Faith a Christian believethto be true whatsoever is reveal- 
ed in the word, for the authority of Grod himself speaking therein, and 
octeth differently upon that which each particular passage thereof con- 
taineth, yielding obedience to the eommands, trembling at the threat- 
nings, and embracing the promises of God for this life, and that which 
is to come. But the principal acts of saving Faith are, accepting, receiv- 
ing, and resting upon Christ alone, for justification, sanetification, and 
eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of gprace. 

in. This Faith, although it be different in degrees, and may be weak 
or strong, yet it is in the least degi*ee of it different in the kind or nature 
of it (as is all other paving grace) from the Faith and common grace of 
temporary believers ; and thei'efore, though it may be many timesr as- 
sailed and weakened, yet it gets the victory, growing up in ipany to the - 
sittammentof A full assuraofie iVk^O^^ C\a\%X.» '^V^X^Vj'^'"^^ «^^ 
«fififj^ai>W of oi}r Faith* 



CHAP. XV. 

Of Repentance unto Life and Salvation, 

SUCH of the elect as are converted at riper.years, having sometime 
lived in the state of nature, and therein served divers lusts and pleasures^ 
God in their efTectual calling giveth them repentance unto life. 

II. Whereas there is none thkt doth good, and sinneth ndt, and the 
best of men may through the power and deccitfulness of their corruptions 
dwelling in them, with the prevaleney of ten\ptation, fall into great sins 
and provocations ; God hath in the covenant of grace mercifully provid- 
ed, that believers so sinning and falhng, be renewed through repentance 
anto salvation. 

III. This savioig repentance is an evangelical grace, whereby a p^erson 
being by the holy Ghost made sensible of the manifold evils of his sin, 
doth by Faith in Christ humble himselfforit with gcdty sorrow, detes- 
tation of it, and selfabhorrency, praying for pardon and strength of grace, 
"with a purpose and endeavour by supplies of the spirit, to walk before 
Goil unto all well-pleasing in all things. 

\y. As repentance isto be continued through th6 whole course«oft>ur 
lives, upon the account of the body of death, and the motions thereof^ 
■o it is every roan's duty to repent of his particular known sins, par* 
ticularly. 

y. Such is the provision which God hath m&de through Christ in the 
covenant of grace, for the preservation of believers nnto salvation, that 
although there is no sin so small, but it deserves damnation, yet there is 
no sin so great, that it shall bring damnation, on them who truely repent | 
-which makes the constant preaching of repentance necessary. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Of Good Worknl 

GOOD works are only sueh as iGod hath commanded ih^ his faolj 
iirord,'and not such as without the warrant thereof are devised by men 
oat of blind zeal, or upon any pretence of good intentions. 

II. These good works done in obedience to God's commandments, are 
tbe fruits and evidences of a true and living^ faith, and by them believers 
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brethren, adorn the profession of the gospel, stop the mouths of the ad- 
versaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship they are, created in 
Christ Jesus thereunto, that having their fruit unto holiness, they may 
have the end eternal life. 

III. Their ability to do good works is not at all o( themselves, but 
■wholly from the spirit of Christ : and that they may be enabled thereun- 
to, besides the graces they have already- received, there is required aa 
actual influence of the^ same Holy Spirit to work in them to will and to 
do, of his good pleasure ; yet are they not hereupon to grow negligent, 
as if they were not bound to perform any duty, unless upon a special 
motion of the spirit, but they ought to be diligent in stirring up the 
grace of God that is in them. 

IV . They who in their obedience attain to the greatest height which 
is possible in this life, are so far from being able to superarrogate, and 
to do more than God requires, as that they fall short of much, which in > 
duty they are bound to do. 

V. We cannot by our best works merit pardon of sin, or eternal life 
at the hand of God, by reason of the great disproportion that is between 
them, and the glorj' to come ; and the infinite distance that is between 
us, and God, whom by them we can neither profit, nor satisfy for the 
debt of our former sins; but when we have done all we can, we have 
done but our duty,and are unprofitable servants : and because as they are 
good, they proceed from his spirit, and as they are wrought by us, they 
are defiled and mixed with so much weakness and imperfection, that 
they cannot endure the severity of God's judgment. 

Vr. Yet notwithstanding, the persons of believers being accepted 
through Christ, their good works also are accepted in him, not as though 
ihey were in this life wholly unblameable and unrcproveable in God's 
sight, but that he looking upon them in his Son is pleased to accept and 
reward that which is sincere, although accompanied with many weak- 
nesses and imperfections. 

VII. Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of 
them, they may be things which God commands, and of good use both to 
tliemselves and to others; yet because they X)roceed not from an heart 
purified by Faith, nor are done in a right manner, according to the 
word, nor to a right end, tlie glory of God ; they are therefore sinful, 
and cannot please God, uor make a maa m«&\..\.^ x^^w^ ^%sy^\x«ifc. 
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Gott; and jet their negleet of them is more sinfiri and displeasing^ to 
God. 

CHAP. XVIL 

Of the Perseverance of the Sainti. 

THEY, whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effectuliUy cnlfed 
and sanctified by his spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from 
the state of grace, but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and 
be eternally saved. 

II. This perseverance of the saints depends not upon thieir own free- 
will, but upon the immutability of the decree of election, from the free 
ftnd unchangeable love of God the Father, upon the efficacy of the merit 
and intercession of Jesus Christ, and union with him, the oath of God,the 
abiding of his spirit, and the seed of God within them, and the nature of 
the covenant of grace, from all which ariseth also the certainty and in- 
ftdibility thereof. , 

IH. And though they may through the temptation of satan, and of the 
world, the prevalency of cwruption remaining in them, and thenegl^et 
of the means of their preservation, fall into greivous sins, and for a time 
•ontinue therein, whereby they incur God's displeasure, and grieve his 
holy spirit, come to have their graces and comforts impaired, have their 
heails hardened, and their consciences wounded, hurt and soandaiise 
others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves; yet they are 
and shall be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation^ 

CHAP. xvin. 

Of the Assurance of Grace and Salvation, 

ALTHOUGH temporary believers, and other unregcnerate mem 
may vainly deceive themselves with false hopes and carnal presump- 
tions of being in the favour of God, and state of salvation^ which hope of 
theirs shall perish, yet such as truly believe on the Lord Jesus, and lore 
him in sincerity, endeavouring to walk in all good conscience before 
him, may in this life be certainly assured that they arc in a state of 
grace, and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, which hope shall 
icrer make them ashAmed. 



JII. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probable persuasion, 
groanded upon a fallible hope, but an infallible assurance of Faitli, found- 
ed on the blood and righteousness of Christ, rcTealed in the gospel, and 
silsonpon the inward evidence of those graces, unto which promises are 
made, and on the immediate witness of the spirit, testifying our adop- 
lion* and as a fruit thereof, leaving the heart more humble and holy. 

III. This infallilile assurance doih not soV^elong to the essence of Faith, 
Lut that a true believer may vait long, and conflict with many difficul- 
ties before he be partaker of it ; yet being inabled by the spirit (o know 
the things which are freely given him of God, he may without extraor- 
dinary revelation, in the right use of ordinary means attain thereunto: 
and therefore it is the duty of every one to give all diligence to make his 
eallingapd election sure, that thereby his heart mar be inlarged in peace 
and joy in the holy Ghost, in love and thankfulness to God, and in 
strength and cheerfulness in the duties of o}>edience, the proper fruits 
of this Insurance; so far is it from inclining men to looseness. 

IV. True believers may have the assurance of their salvation divers 
ways shaken, diminished and intermitted, as by negligence in presorving 
of it, by falling into some special sin^ which woundeth the conscience^ 
and grieveth the spirit, by some sudden or vehement temptation, by 
God's withdrawing the light of his countenance, suffering even such as 
fear him to walk in darkness, and to have no light, yet are they neither 
utterly destitute of th&t seed of God, and life of Faith, that love of 
Christ and the brethren, that sincerity of heart and conscience of duty, 
oat of which by the operation of the spirit, this assurance may in due 
time be revived, and by the which in the meantime they are support- 
ed from utter despair. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Of the hato of God. 

GOD gaye t© Adam a law of universal obedience written in his hearty 
and a particular precept of not eating the fruit the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, as a covenant of works, by which he bound him and all 
his posterity to personal, entire, exact and perpetual obedience, prom- 
ised life, upon the fulfilling, and threatened death upon the breach of it, 
^nd endued him with power and ability to keep it. 



'II. ThisUw 80 i^^ritten in the heart, continued to be a perfect 'role* of 
righteousness after the fall of m:in, and was delivered by God on mount 
Sinai in ten commandments, and written in two tables, the four first 
commandments containing our duty towards God, and the other six our 
duty to man. 

III. Beside this law commonly called moral, God was pleased to gire 
to the people of Israel, as a church under age, ceremonijd laws, con- 
taining several typical ordinances, partly of worship, prefiguringChrist, 
his graces, actions, sufferings and benefits, and partly holding forth di- 
Yers intructions of moral duties: all which ceremonial laws being ap- 
pointed only to the time of reformation, are by Jesus Christ the true 
Messiah and only law-giver, who was furnished with power from the 
Father for that end, abrogated and taken away. 

IV. To them also he gave sundry judicial laws, which expired togeth- 
er with (he state of that people, not obliging any now by virtue of that 
institution, their general equity only being still of moral use. 

V. The moral law doth forever bind all, as well justified persons as 
others, to the obedience thereof; and that not only in regard of the mat- 
ter contained in it, but also in respect of the authority of God the crea- 
tor, who gave it : neither doth Christ in the gospel any way dissolve, 
but much strengthen this obligation. / 

VI. Although true believers be not under the law, as a covenant of 
works, to be thereby justified or condemned, yet it is of great use to them 
as well as to others, in that, as a rule of life, informing them of the will 
of God, and their duty, and directs and binds them to walk accordingly, 
discovering also the sinful pollutions of their nature hearts and lives, so 
as examining themselves thereby, they may come to further conviction 
of, humiliation for, and hatred against sin, together with a clearer sight of 
the need they have of Christ, and the perfection of his obedience. It is 
likewise of use to the regenerate, to restrain their corruptions, in that it 
forbids sin, and ihe threatnings of it serve to shew what even their sins 
deserve, and what afflictions in this life they may expect for (hem, al- 
though freed from the Ctirse thereof threatened in the law. The prom- 
ises of it in tike manner shew them God's approbation of obedience, and 
what blessings they may expect upon the performance thereof, although 
not as due to them by the law, as a covenant of works ; so as a man's dO- 
'n§^ goody and refrtuo'iDg frora evil, because the law encoaragcth to th« 
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one> and deterrath from the other, is no evidence of his being under the 
law, and not under grace. 

VII. Neither are the fore-mentioned uses of the law contrary to the 
grace of the gospel, but do sweetly comply with it, the Spirit of Christ 
subduing and enabling thewilT of man to do that freely and cheerfully, 
ti'hich the will of God revealed in the law required to be done. 

CHAP. XX 

Of tlie Gotpel, and of the extent of the Grace thereof 

THE covenant of works being broken by an, and made unprofitable 
iioto life, God was pleased to give unto the elect the promise of Christ, 
the seed of the woman, as the means of calling them, and begetting ia 
them Faith and repentance : In this promise, the gosepel, as to the sub- 
stance of it, was revealed, and was therein efiectual for the conversion 
and salvation of sinners. 

II. This promise of Christ and salvation by him, is revealed only in 
and by the word of God ; neither do the works of creation or providence* 
Tvith the light of nature, make discovery of Christ, or of grace by him> 
so much as in a general or obscure way ; much less that men destitute 
of the revelation of him by the promise or gospel, should be enabled 
thereby to attain saving Faith or repentance. 

III. The revelation of the gospel unto sinners made in dl?ers tin>es,' 
'and by sundry parts, with the addition of promises and precepts for the 
obedience required therein, as to the nations an4 persons to whom it 
is granted, is merely of the sovereign wiH and good pleasure of God, not 
being annexed by virtue of any promise to the due improvement of 
men's natural abilities, by viilue of fcommon light received without it, 
-which none ever did make, or can so do: And therefore in all ages the 
preaching of the gospel hath been granted unto^ persons and nations,* as 
to this extent or strattning of it, in great variety, according to the coua* 
'set of the will of <3rod. 

IV. Although the gO(q>el be the only outward means of revealing 
Christ and saving g^sce, and is, as such, abundantly sufficient thereun- 
to ; yet that men who are dead in trepasses, may be born again, quick* 
ened or regenerated, there is moreover necessary an effectual, irresisti- 
ble work of the holy Ghost upon the vbole soul, for the producing ite 
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tliem a new iplritaal lifei without which no ot)ier means are BufBcieoc 
ibr Iheir conversion unto God. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Of Christian JUberty, and Liberty of Conscience, 

THE liberty whieh Christ hath purchased for belJevers under the 
gospel, consists in their freedom from the guilt of sin, the eondcmning 
wrath of God, the rigor and curse of the law, and in their being deliver- 
ed from this present evil world, bondage to satan, and dominion of sin, 
Irom the evil of afflictions, the fear and sling of death, the victory of the 
grave, and everlasting damnation ; as also in their free access to God^ 
and their yielding obedience unto him, not out of slavish fear, but a 
child -like love and willing mind : all which were common also to be- 
lievers under the law, for the substance of th^m, but under the New- 
Testament, the libei*ty of Christians is further enlarged in their free- 
dom from thQ yoke of the ceremonial law, the whole legal administra- 
tion of the covenant of grace to which the Jewish church was subject- 
ed, and in greater boldness of access to the throne of grace, and in fuller 
communications of the free spirit of God, than believers under the law 
did ordinaiily partake of. 

II. God alone is the Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free frona 
the doctrines and commandments of ueo, which are in any thing con- 
trary to his word, or not contained in it ; so that to believe such doctrines, 
or to obey such commands out of conscience, is to betray true liberty of 
conscience, and the requiring of an implicit Faith, and an absolute and 
blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience, and reason also. 

III. They who upon pretence of Christian liberty do practice any sin, 
or cherish any lost, as they do thereby pervert the main design of the 
grace of the gospel to their own destruction, so they wholly destroy the 
end of Christian liberty, which is, that being delivered out of the hands 
of our enemies, we might serve the Lord without fear, in holiness and 
Hshteousness before him all the days of our life. 
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CHAP. XXIL * 

Of lieU^ious Worahipf and of the Sabbath-da^, 

THE light of nature sheweth that there is a God, who hath Lordship 
and sovereignty over all, is jast, good, and doth good unto all, and is 
therefore to be feared, loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and aerr- 
ed with all the heart, and all the soal, and with afl the might: hot the 
acecptahle way of worshipping the trae God, itinstitated by himself, an4 
80 limited by his own revealed will, that he may not be worshipped ac« 
eprding to the imaginations and devices ef men, or the snggestiont of 
latan, under any viable representations, or any other way not presorib- 
ed in the holy Scripture. 

II. Religious worship is to be given to God tKe Father, Son, and Uoly 
Ghost, and to him alone ; not to angels, saints, or any other creatures; 
and since the fall, not without a mediator, nor in the mediation of any 
other but of Christ alone. 

III. Prayer with thanksgiving,being one special part of natural wor^ 
ftliip, is by God required of all men ; but that it may be accepted, it is 
to be made in the name of the Son, by the lielp of his Spirit, according; 
to his will, with understanding, reverence, humility, fervency^ faith^ 
love, and perseverance : and when with others in a known tongue. 

IV. Prayer b to be made for things lawful> and for all sorts of men 
living, or that shall live hereafter, but not for the dead, nor for those of 
whom it may be known that they have sinned the alo unto death. 

y. Tfie reading of the scriptures, preaching and hearing of the word 
of God, sin2;ing of psalms, as also the administration of baptism and the 
Lord's supper, are all parts of religious worship of God, to be performed 
in obedience unto God, with understanding, fitith, reverence and godly 
fear. Solemn humiliations with fastings, and tluinksgiving upon special 
o ceasions, are in their several times and seasons to be used in an holy 
and religious manner. 

Vr, Neither prayer nor any other part of religious worship, is now 
undi^r Uie gospel either tied unto, or made more acceptable by any 
place in which it is performed, or towards which it is directed : but 
God is to be worshiped every where in spirit and in truth, as in private 
families duly, and iu secret eaclx oaeby \\\rcciii\^^ %^ TBiTsj^ vSv&^sns^-^Xvv 
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the labile assemblies, nrhieh areoot oarlesslj nor 'veil folly to be neglect- 
ed, or forsaken, when God by his word or providence calletli thereunto. 

TIT. As it is of the law of nature, that in general a proportion of time 
by God*8 appointment be set apart for the worship of God ; so by his 
word in a positive, moral and perpetual commandmenty binding all men 
in all ages, be hath particularly appointed one day in seven for a sabbath 
to be kept holy unto him, which from the beginning of the world to the 
rtiurrection of Christ, was the last day of the week, and from the res- 
Tirreotion of Christ, was changed into the first day of the week, which 
in scripture is called the Lord's day, and is to be continued to the end of 
the world as the Christian sabbath, the observation of Ihc last day of the 
week, being abolished. 

Vni. This sabbath is then kept holy unto the Lord, when men after 
a doe preparing of their hearts, and ordering their common affairs before- 
hand, do not only observe an holy rest all the day from their own works, 
words, and thoughts about their worldly employments and recreations, 
but also are taken up the whole time in the public and private exercises 
•fhis worship, and in the duties of necessity and mercy. 

CHAP. xxm. 

Of Imw/uI Oaths and Tones. 

A LAWFUL oath is a part of religious worship, wherein the persoti 
swearing in truth, righteousness and judgment, solemnly calleth God to 
witness what he asserteth or promiseth, and to judge him according to 
the truth or fialsehood of what he sweareth. 

II. The name of God only is that by which men ought to swear, and 
therein it is to be used with all holy fear and reverence t therefore to swear 
Yitinly or rashly by that glorious and dreadful name, or to sxvear at all 
by any other thing, is sinful, and to be abhorred : yet as in matters of 
weight and moment an oath is warranted by the word of God, under the 
New Testament, as well as under the old ; so a lawful oath, being impot* 
et] by lawful authority in such matters, ought to be taken. 

III. Whosoever taketh an oath warranted by the word of God, ought 
duly to consider the weightiness of so solemn an act, and therein to a- 
Touch nothing but what he is fullv persuaded is the truth : neither may 
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any man bind himself bj oath to any things but what is good and just^ and 
Avhathe belie veth so to be, and what he is able and resolved lo peiTorra. 
Yet it is a sin to refuse an oath touching any thing that is good and just, 
being lawfully imposed by authority. 

IV. An oath is to be taken in the plain and common sense of the words^ 
ivithout equivocation or mental reservation : It cannot oblige to sin, but 
in any thing not sinful being taken, it binds to performance, although to 
a man's own hurt ; nor is it to be violated, although made to heretics^or 
infidels. 

y. A TOW, which is not to be made to any creature, but God alone, 
is of the like nature with a promissory oath, and ought to be made with 
the like religious care^ and to be performed with the like faithfulness. 

VI. Popish raonastical vows of perpetual single life, professed pover- 
ty and regular obedience, are so far from being degrees of higher per- 
fection, that they are superstitious and sinful snares^ in which no Chris'- 
tian may intangle himself. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Of the Civil Magistrate. 

GOD the supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath ordained civil 
magistrates to be under him, over the people for his own glory and the 
public good ; and to this end hath armed them with the power of the 
sword, for the defence and encouragement af them that do good, ami 
for the punishment of evil doers. 

II. It is lawful for Christians to acceptand execute the office of a mag- 
istrate, when called thereunto : In the management whereof, as they 
ought especially to maintain piety, justice and peace, according to the 
-wholesome laws of each commonwealth, so for that end they may law- 
fully now under the New Testament wage war upon just and necessary 
occasions. 

III. They, who upon pretence of Christian liberty shall oppose any 
lawful power, or the lawful exercises of it, resist the ordinance of God, 
and for their publishing of sqoh opinions, or maintaiog of such pvactices as 
are contrary to the light of nature, or to the known principles of Chris- 
tianity, whether concerning faith, worship or conversatiooy or to the 

i Bover of godliness, or such erroneous opioioas or praetioes, at either. ii}> 
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tlicir own natarc, or in tlie manner of publishing or maintaining theniy 
are destructive to the external peace and order^ which Christ luth estab- 
lished in the churchy they maj lawfully be called to account* and 
proceeded against by the censures of the churchy and by the power of 
the civil magistrate ; yet in such differences about the doctrines of the 
gospcli or ways of the worship of God> as may befal men exercising ft 
good conscience^ manifesting it in their conversation, and holding the 
foundation, and duly observing the rul^s of peace and order, there is no 
wanimt for the magistrate to abridge them of their liberty. 

IV. It is the duty of people to pray for magistrates, to honour their 
persons, to pay them tribute and other dues, to obey their lawful com* 
2naDd8,and to be subject to their authority for conscience sake. Infideli- 
ty, or difference in religion, doth not make void the magistrates just and 
legal authority, nor free the people from their due obedience to him : 
from which ecclesiastical persons are not exempted, much less hatli the 
Tope any power or jurisdiction over them in their dominions, or over 
any of their people, and least of all to deprive them of their dominions 
or lives, if he shall judge them to be hei^tics, or upon any other pre^ 
tenee whatsoever. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Of Marriage, 

MARRIAGE is to be between one man and one woman : neither is 
it lawful for any man to have more than one wife, nor for any woman to 
have more than one hsuband at the same time. 

II. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of husband and wife, 
for the increase of mankind with a legitimate issue, and of the church 
with an holy seed, and for preventing of uncleanness. 

III. It is lawful for all sorts of people to marry, who are able with | 
judgment to give their consent Yet it is the duty of Christiana to marrj 
in the Lord, and therefore such as profess the true reformed religion, 
should not marty with Infidels, Papists, or other Idolaters : neither 
ahoald such as are godly, be unequally yoked by marrying such as are 
wicked in their life, or maintain damnable heresy. 

TV. Marriage ought not to be witb'n the degrees of consanguinity or 
affinity forbidden in the word, nor can such incestuous marriages ever be. 
made lawful by any law of man, or consent of partiesi 80 ft| thOM per- 
a^oBmsky Jive to^tth^x 9« IQAD ftnd wife. 
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CHAP. XXVL 

Of the Church. 

THE Catliollc or UniTenal church, which is invisible, consists of the 
-whole Dumber of the elect, that have been, are, or shall be gathered in- 
to one under Christ the head thereof, and is the spouse^ the bodj, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in alL 

II. The -whole body of men throughout the world, professing the iaith 
of the gospel, and obedience unto God bj Christ according unto it, not 
destroying their own profession by any errors everting the foundation, or 
unholiness of conversation, they and their children with them are, anA 
may be called the visible Catholic church of Christ, although as such it 
is not intrusted with any officers to rule or govern over the whole body* 

III. The purest churches under heaven are subject both to mixture 
and error, and some have so degenerated as to become no churches of 
Christ, but synagogues of satau : nevertheless Christ always hath had, 
and ever shall have a visible kingdom in this world, to the eed thereo^^ 
of such as believe in him, and make profession of his name. 

IV. There is no other head of the church but the Loi*d Jesus Christy 
nor can the Pope of Rome in any sense be bead thereof, but is that anti« 
Christ, that man of sin, and son of perdition, that exalteth himself in thm 
church against Christ, and all that is called God, whom the Lord shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming. 

V. As the Lord in his care and love towards his church, hath in hit 
infinite wise providence, exercised it with great variety in all ages Ibr 
the good of them that love hirai^ and his own glory ; so according to hit 
promise, we expect that in the latter days, antichrist being destroyed^, 
the Jews called, and the adversarieaof the kingdom of his dear son brok- 
en, the churches of Christ being enlarged and edified^ through a free 
and plentiful communication of light and grace, shall enjoy in this w«rld. 
a more q^iet,peaoeable and glorious condition, than they have enjoyed. 

CHAP. XXVIL 

Of the communion of Saints, 

ALL Saints that are united to Jesus Christ their head by his vfkkk 
and faith) ^though they 9X9 not sMde thereby qu9 penon with him*. 



5S 

kave feHovship in his graces, sufferings, death, re8nri*eetioii and glorj : 
and being united to one anoUuer in love, they have comrounion in each 
others gifts and graces, and are obliged to the performance of such da- 
ties, public and private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both in (he 
iaward and outward man. 

' II. All Saints are bound to maintain an holy fellowship and comma" 
nion in the worship of God, and in performing such other spiritual ser-^ 
▼ices as tend to their mutual edification : as aho in relieving each other in 
outward things, according to their several abilities and necessities: which 
communion, though especially to be exercised by them in the relations 
wherein they stand, whether in families or churches, yet as God offer- 
cth opportunity, is to be extended unto all those who in erery place call 
upon the name of the Lord Jesus^ 

CHAP. XX vm, 

^ Of the Sacraments, 

SACRAMENTS are holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, 
immediately instituted by Christ, to represent him and his benefits, and 
to confirm our interest in him, and solemnly to engage us to the serviee- 
of God in Christ, according to his word. 

IT. There is in every sacrament a spiritual relation, or sacramental 
vnion between the sign and the thing signified ; whence it comes to pass, 
that, the names and effects of the one are attributed to the other. 

IIL The grace which is exhibited in or by the sacraments rightly ns- 
ed, is not conferred by any power in them, neither doth the efficacy of 
a sacrament depend upon the piety or intention of him that doth ad- 
minister it, but upon the work of the spirit, and the word of institution, 
which contains together with a precept authorizing tlie use thereof, a 
promise of benefit to worthy receivers. 

IV. There be only two sacraments ordained by Christ our Lord in the 
gospel, that is to say baptism and the Lord's supper ; neither of which 
may be dispensed by any but by a minister of the word lawfully called. 

y. The sacraments of the Old Testament, in regard of the spiritual 
tilings thereby signified and exhibited^ were for sabstance the tame with 
tlioflc of the New. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Of Baptiinu 

BAPTISM 18 a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus 
Christ, to be unto the party baptized a sign and seal of ths covenant of 
grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins^ 
and of his giving up unto God through Jcsns Christ, to walk in newness 
of life ; which ordinance is by Christ's own appointment to be continued 
in his church, until the end of tlic world. 

II. The outward element to be used in this ordinance is water, where- 
with the party is to be baptized in the name of the Father, and of tho 
Son, and of the holy Ghost, by a minister of the gospel lawfully called 
thereunto. 

IIL Dipping of the person into the water is not necessary, but baptism 
is rightly administered by pouring or sprinkling water upon the person* 

ly. Not only those that do actually pi'ofess Faith in, and obedience 
unto Chiist, but also the infants of one or both believing parents are to 
be baptized, and those only. 

V. Although it be a great sin to contemn or neglect this ordinance, 
yet grace and salvation arc not so inseparably annexed to it, as that no 
person can be regenerated or saved without it ; or that all that are bap- 
tized are undoubtedly regenerated. 

VI. The efficacy of baptism is not tied to that moment of time where* 
in it is administered, yet notwithstanding, by the right use of this ordi- 
nance, the grace promised is not only offered, but really exhibited and 
conferred by the holy Ghost to such (whether of age or infants) as that 
grace belongeth unto, according to the counsel of God's own will in his 
appointed time. 

VII. Baptism is but once to be administered to any person. 

CHAP. XXX. 

Of the LordP 9 Supper. 

OUR Lord Jesus in the night wherein he was betrayed, instituted the 
sacrament of his body and blood, called the Lord's supper, to be observ- 
ed in his churches to the end of the world, for the perpetual r«inem- 
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Brance, and shewing forth of the sacrifice of himself in his death, the sear- 
ing of all benefits thereof unto true belieTers, their spiritual nourishnaent 
and growth in him, their further engagement in and to all duties which 
they qwe unto him, and to be a bond and pledge of their communion 
with him, and with each other. 

U. In this sacrament Christ is not offered up to his Fathery nor any 
real sacrifice made at all for remission of sin of the quick or dead, hut 
onry a memorial of that one ofTering up of himself upon the cross once 
for all, and a spiritual oblation of all possible praise unto God for the 
same ; so that the Popish sacrifice of the mass (as they call it) is moat 
abomitiable injurious to Christ's own only sacrifice, the alone propitiation 
for all the sins of the elect 

ni. The Lord Jesus hath in this ordinance appointed his ministers to 
declare liis word of institution to the people, to pray and bless the ele- 
ments of bread and v/ine, and thereby to set them apart from a common 
to an holy use, and to take and break the bread, to take the cup, and 
(they communicating also themselves) to give both to the communicants^ 
lut to none who are not tben present in the congregation. 

ly . Private masses, or receiving the sacrament by a Priest, or any oth<- 
er alone, as likewise the denial of the cup to the people, worshipping the 
elements, the lifting them up, or carrying them about for adoration, and 
the reserving them for any pretended religious use, are all contrary te 
the nature of this sacrament, and to the institution of Christ. 

y. The outward elements in this sacrament duly set apart for the uses 
ordained by Christ, have such relation to him crucified, as that truly, 
yet sacramentally only, they are sometimes called by the name of the 
things they represent, to wit, the body and blood of Christ; albeit in 
•ubstanee and nature they still remain truly and only bread and wine as 
they were before. 

yi. That doctrine which maintains a change of the substance of bread 
and wine, into the substance of Christ's body and blood (commonly cal- 
led transubstantiation) by consecraUon of a priest, or by any other way, 
is repugnant not to the scripture alone but even to common sense and 
reason, overthroweth the nature of the sacrament, and hath been, and 
h the cause of manifold superstitions, yea, of gross idolatries. 

yiL Worthy receiver outwardly partaking of the visible elements 
in this sacrament, do then also inwardly by Faith, really and indeed, yet 



mot earnally anil corporal]y> but spiritually, receive and feed upon QhiiA 
«rucified, and all benefits of his death ; the body and blood of Christ be« 
ing then not corporally or carnally in, -with, or under the bread and 
lyine, yet as really, but spiritually present to the Faith of believers la 
that ordinance, as the elements themselves are to their outward senset* 
VIIT. All ignorant and ungodly persons, as they are unfit to enjoy com* 
munion with Christ, so are they unworthy of the Lord's table, and ean- 
not without great sin against him, whilst they remain such, partake Of 
ihese holy mysteries, or be admitted thereunto: yea, whosoever shall 
receive unworthily, are guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, eatio|; 
jand drinking judgment to themselves. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

Of the state of Man after Death, and of the resurrection of Hue Dead. 

TILE bodies of men after death return to dust and see corruption ; but 
their souls (which neither die nor sleep) having an immortal subsistahoe* 
immediately return to God who gave them, the souls of the righteoas 
being then made perfect in holiness, are received into the highest hear- 
ens, where they behold the face of God in light and glory, waiting for 
the full redemption of their bodies : and the souls of the wicked areeail 
into hell, where they remain in torment and utter darkness, reserved 
to the judgment of the great day : besides these two places of aoals aep- 
arated from their bodies, the scripture acknowledgeth none. 

II. At the last day such as are found alive shall not die, but be chang* 
ed, and all the dead shall be raised up with the self same bodies, and 
none other, although with different qualities, which shall be united »• 
gain to their souls forever. 

III. The bodies of the unjust shall by the power of Christ be raised (• 
dishonour ; the bodies of the just by his spirit unto honour^ and be made J 
conformable to his own glorious body. 

CHAP. XXXIL 

Of the Last Judgment, 

GOD hath appointed a day wherein he will judge the world in rigbt- 
coasQcss by Jesus Christ, to whoia all power and judgment is giveo >to 
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ihe Father : in vhich day, not only the apostate Angels shall he judged, 
but likewise all persons that have lived upon earth, shall appear tefcre 
the tribunal of Christ, to give an account of their thoughts, words and 
deeds, and to receive according to what they have done m the hody, 
whether good or evil. 

II. The end of God's appointlngthis day, is for the manifestation ofthe 
glory of his mercy in the eternal salvation of the elect, and of his justice 
ID the damnation of the reprobate, who are wicked and disobedient : for 
then shall the righteous go into everlasting life, and receive that fulnc/s 
of joy and glory, with everlasting reward in the presence of the Lord, 
but the wicked; who know not God, and obey nQt the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, sliall be cast into eternal torments, and be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
Bis power. 

Ill, As Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there shall 
be a judgement, both to deter all men from sin, and for the greater con- 
solation of the godly iu their adversity : so will he have that day un- 
Jwown to men, that they may shake off all carnal security, and be always 
'watcfafal, because they know not at what hour the Lord will come, and 
y be ever prepared to aaf , Ctms Lord Jesus, come quiclcly, Am^n. 
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